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He ( le signifiant ) est anterieure, plus le son qui frappe notre 
oreille est sombre plus i! est traduit par une voyelle grave, la 
serie des possibilities d'articulation et de I'aperture de la bouche 
etant paralleie a' la serie de timbres possibles 

II a ete deja dit qu'ii n'est guere admissible d'interpreter 
tout onomatopee comme si elle existait dans le vide . II y a des 
phonemes qui ne s'expliquent que dans le cadre d'une certaine 
langue. L'ancien francais a forme piusieurs mots avec I'initiale 
( dz ) que le francais moderne a perdue: japper, , jaser, jangler. 
Le phoneme (z) est peut-etre d'origine expressive, symbolisant 
I'emportement, I'elan, la ]oie. Le phoneme (z) a forme beau- 
coup de mots en arabe, comme zaqzaqa " 3Jj " ( gazouiller ), 
ziaq'a " jUj " "chanter" ( en parlent du coq ), za'ib " _^j " 
( en parlant du bourdonnement des abeilles), "zaV ' a \ " 



( rugissement du iion). L'anglais a un assez grand nombre de 



mots commencant par (j) qui designers des sons vocaux d'un 
certain genre: yell "crieQyap "ghjpir", yowl ( designant le 
cri prolonge d'un chien ou chat*flEn francais I'initiale (j) ne se 
trouve que dans des' mots etrangers.^ 



L'etude des onomatopees doit etre methodique. II ne 
suffit pas de donner une description plus ou moins £enera!e 
de la valeur symbolique, mais il faut considerer les phonemes 
du point de vue de leur productivity dans ia formation de mots 
nouveaux. On s'est borne ici a etudier principiaiement quel- 
ques phonemes initiaux, en limitant le domains ds l'etude aux 
onomatopees. On a vu que certains phonemes initiaux one 
apparemment une valeur generaie dans ce sens que dans piusi- 
eurs iangues on se sert du meme phoneme pour ia meme'id ee 
!L yen a d'autre qui trcuvent dans certaines Jangues seuiemant 
qui one recu leur vaieur' symbolique grace a un groupement 
plus ou moins accidentel de certains mots appartenant au meme 
champ semantique. 
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Soulignons aussi que ni en francais, : i en angai?, !es phone- 
mes ('t) et ('d) n'introdui dessnt de bruits vocaux . 

La. vibration legere de rons exterieurs est associee avec la 
vibration du passage nasal qui a lieu quand nous prononcons(m) 
( n )> (y) ou Jes v °y e " es nasalisess en francais, vibration causee 
par I'ouverture du passage nasal de facon que I'air sort par le 
nez. Done les phonemes de nasalisation sont les traductions 
naturelles de sons caracterises par une vibration lefere et nous 
les trouvons partout. 1! y a pourtant un element d'arbitraire 
dans ce sens que dans les langues ou les trois phonemes (m). 
(n), (y) existent.tous les trois sont possibles en principe. Les 
mots anglais bang et slam desigenent k peu la meme chose, 
a savoir le bruit fait quand on ferme une porte en la claquant . 
On dit "pirn" en francos pour designer le bruit du marteau 
qui frappe I'enciume, on dit^f^lnK en anglais quand on parle 
du bruit d'une balle ou d'un mosquito. Mais on ne pourrait 
pas substituer un I, s, v etc^a une nasale. 

Le timbre des bruits que nous entendons a un rapport 
bien regie avec les voylles du langage . Un son tres aigu, un ton 
haut sont necessairement traduits par la voyelle (I), des exempls 
pies francais cri-cri, tri-tri , pirn, en anglais nous avons "whinny 
( hinnir), "ting" (son produit quand on frappe contre un verre 
legerement ). 

Un ton bas p un bnuit sombre ou sourd ne porraient jamais 
V\ £ tre tn.duits par la voyelle (i). Les seules voyelles aptes a les 

trad'jire root des voyelles dites sombres (u) ou (■■:). On ne pour- 
rr.it ras substitter un (i) a la place du (u) dans "gtou-glou" ou 
"roucouier". 

On voit, selon ce qui precede, que pour le timbre et ia 
hauteur des tons aursi ii y a motivation du.signe prr le slgnifie 
dans ce sens que plus un son ( le signifie) est ciair plus la voyelle 
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petits anirraux, surtout d'oiseauX , ou le (p) est imitatlf du rrouv- 
ement du bee, respectivement de la bouche ne diminu^ en rlen 
la vrJeur 'explosive'. L'idee d'un bruic cxpiosif brusque exige 
romme signiffcnt I'imtiaie (». Des exemples sont francais 
pif paf" ( en parlant d'un coup de feu ), peter, petiller, pouffer 
(eclater de rire), anglais pop ( bruit du bonchon qui saute, etc.) 
pom-pom ( espece de mitrailleuse ), francais bouffer, bondir, 
anglais bang ( claquer une porte,), bump ( cogner), etc. On ne 
pourrait remplacer (p), (b) par aucun autre phoneme. Ceci 
s'explique facilement quand on considere que I'ouverture 
brusque des levres et la sortie brusque de ['air sont ('image 
physioigique la plus proche d'une explosion. 

Pour indiquer I'idee d'un frappement sec contre quelque 
chose on se sert generaiement dj.un (t). L'origine de ('Initiate 
(t) est peut-etre imitative d'apres le mouvement de la pointe 
de la langue qui frappe contre/des dents ou les alveoles . La 
finale est (k) quant I'idee dufd^oc entre le frappant et le frappe 
est celle d'une collision seche qui finit brusquement 
Le caractere general de la^mbinaisor^honematique ( t.k) 
apparait clairement dans i'existance un peu partout du radical 
dans les variances Tak, Tik, Tok. Tuk, En anglais il y a les variantes 
"tick" avec le (I) qui symbolise la petitesse du coup, "tuck" 
( dit d'un tambour ). tick-tack, les formes nasalisees "tink" 
ou "tinkle " ( dit du zon de petites dochettes ), "tang" (frapper 
une cloche ), "turn-turn" ( en parlant du son produit par le 
tambour ). En arabe nous r.vons tc.lktaik ( dit du son pro- 

duit par le brisement de quelque chose), ( en parlant du 

son produit par le montre ). 

Ainsi que le montrent les exemples cites, le phoneme 
initial (t) a'un caractere de necessity occasionne par son signifie, 
e'est-a-dire I'idee de coup sec qui finit brusquement, abrup - 
tement 
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A vrai dire nous distinguons deux categories de phonemes 
(!) les phonemes qui ont une va!eur linguistique generals, et 2) 

e ies phonemes qui ont une valeur seulement dans une certaine 
langue et dans certaines conditions. Le premier groupe de 
phonemes est caracterise par ie fait qu'une certaine idee phoni- 
que demande comme signifiant un certain phoneme, tandis 
que dans ie second groupe les phonemes sent arbitrages jusqu a 

uncertain degre. Cette difference comporte une difference par 
rapport a la motivation du signe . 

Les mots exprimant des sons vocaux commencent le plus 
souvent avec (k) ou (g), mais en genera! seulement les sons 
qui sont imagines provenant des regions posterieures de la 



bouche on du gosier. L'ocduslon faite par le cos de ,a iangue 
centre la region veiooalatale est generalement associess avec 
des sons vocaux a attaque dure de facon que dans les diverses 
langues les mitiales sent toujours ou (k) ou (g). La piupart oas 
noms des animaux dont les voix scjfit caracterls ess par une 
Pttaone vio'ente des sonsebmmencent par un (k) ou un (g) 

('arabe "kalkab" JjX^S^^k an S lais < ^ cko0 ^ fran * al f 
"coucou"; anglais "crow^-f^als "corbeau"; francais "coq , 
arw | ais "cock", francais "canard", arabe karawan , fran- 

car s ' "co-urbl", anglais '"curlew". Comparez aussi tous ies mots 
desipnant ie chant ou ie cri violen 
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anglais "croaking ; i'rancais 

«n ff his "cock-a-doodle-doo", allemand kiberlbi. 
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LA VALEUE DE CERTAINS PHONEMES 
INITIAUX DAMS LA FORMATS©!*! OSS MOTS 

ONOMATOPESQUES 
Dr Abed All AbduSridiha 

Cat essai tend a mire une methode decomparaison portanc 
sur un certain nombre de mots etudies dans des langues de 
families dlfferentes. Le problem- est celul des onomatopSes, 

c'est-a-dire en general des mots bases sur le principe de symbo- 

M que Imitativa , 

En effet los approches faite^usqu'a present dans I'exoli- 
<-**ion des onomatopees souffrent toutes d'un manque de meth- 
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la. II va de so! que la phon'etlqu€^e>Te-a!e aide k ?vr,!i 
bsaucoup da choses, maisjjj^g^est pas moins vrai qu'ii faut 
conslderer une onornatopee dans'fe system- de la. langue a 
laquelle elle appartient. Ceci est surtout vrai d 
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Dussarier. Quant aux heros eux-memes, Frederic et M me 
Arnoux, Flaubert ne cesse de se moquer des "faiblesse" de 
Frederic; il |« decritainsi au debut du romen: ,un jeune homme 
de d,x-huit ans.a longs cheveux et qui tenait un album sous 
son bras restait aupres du gouvernail, immobile. Atravers le 
brouillard, il contemplait des clochers, des edifices dont il ne 
avail pas les noms; puis il embrassa, dans un dernier coup 
d Mil. I ile Saint-Louis, la Cite Notre-Dame; et bientot, Paris 
disparaissait, il poussa un grand soupir'. (ES) (I I)' 

L'auteur n.est done ni invisible ni' tout-puissant dans I'Ed- 
ucat.on Sentimentale "et il est ai so d'en' conclure que Flaubert 
est mfidele a ses propres theories. Ce serait une grande' erreur 
II se isserve le droit d'intervenir directrment dans son oeu- 
vre et surtout par le ton meme de I'oeuvre.icl si orofond- 
ement satirique. . ' 

Flaubert croit * la verite de sedans, ainsi que le prouvent 
tant de textes; un exemple/suffira: "Ma pauvre Bovary saus 
doute souffre et pleure dans vingt villages de France » la fois 
a cette heure meme. " (12) .^*^ . , y 

Sa presentation de la vie comme tragedie lui parait vrale 
et devra.t suffire a convaincre ses lecteurs. Et e'est | 4 , |a ra ison 
de ,a presence de l'auteur dans ("Education Sentimentale 
sous toutes ses formes. vf 
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caracteristiques: Frederic et Rosanette sont a Fontainebleau : 
"II lui decouvrait enfin une beaute toute nouvelle, qui n'etait 
*peut-etre que le reflet des choses ambiantes, a moins que 
leurs virtualites secretes ne Teussent fait s'epanouir". (ES) 'g) 
Flaubert veut expliquer ici une sensation tres compiexe de 
Frederic, celle de la "beaute nouvelle" de Rosanette. II s'agit 
ia d'un fait psychologique que Flaubert lui-meme avait certai- 
nement eprouve, mais qu'il se sent incapable d'expliquer total- 
ement. Enfin, quand le sentiment echappe a Tanalyse quand il 
s'avit, pour ainsi dire , d'un secret de Tame humaine, Flaubert 
a recours a ces adverbes (sans doute), (peut-etre ) qui ont en 
outre Timrnence avantage de sonner plus de vie a ses person- 
nages: de rneme que !e lecteur s'est rendu compte des limites 
de sa propre connaissance des autres, de meme, Tauteur admet 
qu'ii ne peutpas sonder tous les reins et tous les coeurs". Malgre 
leur n ombre a: ieur importance, ceVnterventions de I'auteur 

f f w \ 

soni reduites. Mais i! est une autre forme de la presence de 
I'auteur dans PEducation Sentimentale, et celle-la est presque 
ominpresente, c'est-a-dire, la presentation satirique des pers- 
onnages. Flaubert ne cesse de cornmenter leurs actions de 
les juger, de maniere le plus souvent impitoyable rarement 
elogieuse. Voici des exemples des deux manieres: Frederic 
oarle a Mme Arnoux , habilenment et naivement a ia fois, la 
rete basse, tout en souriant de son beau sourire". !! ne s'agit 
plus ici d'un jugement de Frederic, c'est I'auteur lui-meme qui 
orend a son compte le "beau scurire" de Mme Arncux. Plus 

r 1 

loin, quand rre<iar)c decide de se przsenzer ia deputation, 
Flaubert commente: "Frederic , homme de totes les faiblesses, 
~iut gagne par ia demence universeMe" (£S) (10) rlaunert prend 
piaisir a se moquer des fanroches qu'il met en scene; tous y 
passant: Deslauriers, Husscnnet, Pellerin, Regimbart, Arnoux, 
Les Dambreuse, Rosanette, Louise Roque, a Texception de 
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revu cette fernme-la, j'ai eu ma! ala reconnaitre . ..." (ES). 
C'est la I'une des verites psychoiogiques i.mportantes dont 
Flaubert yeut convaincre son iecteur:que I'amour n'est jamais 
eternel, sauf dans les romans. Une autre maxime va-plus loin 
encore, et revele le secret meme de Flaubert; Frederic cherche 
a se distraire de "Sa passion calamiteuse" pour Mme Arnoux, 
et Flaubert commente; "En plongeant dans la personnalite des 
autres, ii oubiie la sienne, ce qui est la seuie rnaniere paut-etre 
de n'en pas souffrir *' (ES). (7) C'est la precisennent la grands 
decouverte de Flaubert a iafin de ia crise de 1843-1845, et qu'il 
a ionguement commentee dans ies deriers chapitres de la prem- 
iere Education Sentimentale, Mais Education Sentimentale 
de J 869 se yeut I'histoire d'un jaune hornme ",d*un jeune 
cemme les autres, et Frederic ne trouvara le salut que I'espace 
d'un moment: "un jour q'j'il prenait des notes tranqulllement, 
la oorte s'ouvrit et le domestique annonca Mme Arnoux'* (ES), 
(8) Le pauvre Frederic retornba, poyncoujours, dans son orniere 
Les autres maximes sont de moindre consequence. Mais I'esse- 
ntlei, c'esc le principe rnema d'ln.:erer 'las maximes au tamps 
Present dans un recit fait au passe. L'auteur y enonce ce qu'il 
considere comrne les lois de la destinee humaine; ces lois sont 
peut-etre vraiss; en tciit cas, presentees ain;;;i alias dcJvent 
le paraitre aux yeux du leteur. Convaincu par I'intrigue du ro- \/i- 

man le lecteur est amene a prendre your arcane con.iptant, 
sans ies discuter, ces lois psychoiogiques qui ne font, en fait 
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le com parte merit de ses person n ages en evoquant pkisiaur^ 

explications possibles, Sn void un axemple psrmi la^ pii.:j 
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reflexions ineptes de Frederic : "II se demanda serieusement" 
s *il ssrait un grand peintre ou un grand poete; et ii se decida 
pour Is. peinture, car las exigences dace metier le rapprocheraient 
de Mme Arnoux. il avait done trouve sa vocation! Le but de 
son existence etait clair rnaitenant, et S'avenir Infailiible". (E: 
le second se rapporte a des experiences de Flaubert , quand 
i! quittait ceux qu'il aimait : Elisa .Schlesinger a Trouviile en 
6, sa fami!ie en 1840 , lors £u voyage aux Pyrenees et en 
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Corse, fculalie Foucaut de Langlade, a Marseille , durant 3e merne 

ncernent de leur liaison, 
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etc.. Pet- etre fandrait-ii donner un sens plus profond encore 
e loi de la nature humaine Flaubert ne voud rait pas seule- 
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dire qua la parte de i'ecre aime precede 3a separation- 
elle-rneme , mais que les plus belles amours ont toujou'rs un 

fin sur cette terre; huit jours apres leur premiere nuit d'amour 

'aura! bleu aimee, 
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que deux fois, dans son 
roman, de ce'Vous" et ce "'nous" qui lient I'auteur et ses iecte- 
urs, mais c'st chaque fois pour e**primer Tune de ses intuitions 
les dIus profondes et las plus person nelies de la destinee huma- 
ine. 
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LA FREENCE DE FLAUBERT DANS L'EDCATION' 

SENTIMENTALE 

Dr.Dawood Salim Ssimae! 

La Presence de Flaubert dans L'Education Sentimentale 
Dans Tune des formules ies plus souvent citees concenant sa 
conception du roman, Flaubert ecrit a mademoiselle Leryer de 
Chantepie : "L'artiste doit etre dans son ceuvre comme Dieu 
dans la creation , invisible et tout-puissant :qu'on le sente part- 
out , mais qu'on ne le voie nulle part. "(I) 
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Une etude attentive de ('Education Sentimentale prouv 
que Flaubert n*y est ni invisible , ni tout-puissant ." "Gar i! 

intervient souvent dans son roman et de rnanieres tres di verses 
Nous pouvons Ies classer an cinq categories : Les appeis au 
lectaur, Les maximes , Les doutes exprimes par S'auteur sur 
les causes reeies du comportement de ses porsonnages, les 
iu^ements qu'l! oorte sur eux, ernln le ton si forternent sadrique 
de ia majeure partie de i'oeuvre."(2) 

La oremiere catesorie , celie das aopais au lecteur, se reduit 



a deux exemples, mais d'une importance extreme. Les voici: 
"/Mors, i! ( Frederic) fut saisi par un de ces frissons de 1'ame 

ou ii vous semble qu'on est cransporce dansa un rnonde superi 
eur." (ESV3) ; "W ya un mom ant dans les separations au h. 
person ne aimee n'est deja plus avec nous". 11 faudrait etudier 
avec le dIus grand soln Tempioi du'Vous", du "on" et du rf nous" 
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Le premier texte rait allusion "aux ex»;a.ics pantheistes,'' dont 
nous avons tente de meni:rer L 'importance dans la vie ec i'oeu- 
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a son heros, puisque cetce revelation n ? a pour res ukat qua ce^ 
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revue Critique - Paris - 1945. 

La verite en Marche 

Flammarion, 25op. 
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eomble. Elleadivis^iepeuple francals en deux parties . Certes 
les franacais sont conscients de I'injustice subie par Dreyfus. 
Ilspreferent I'injustice a un desordre qui affaiblirait la France 
devant I'Allemagne" (c) . Nous voyons la, la preuve que les 
francais ont trouve dans I'Affaire un ptetexte pour justifier 
ieur antipathie aTegard des juifs . 

L'antisemitisme chez Loti a pour origine religieuse. II 
remonte a la crucifixion de Jesus-Chrish. Pour lui, les juifs 
sont traitres, sordides parce qu'iis ont crucifie Jesus-Chris . 
A part Barres, nous avons montre la campagne qu'ont 
menee Emil Zela et Anatole France en faveur de Dreyfus et 
comment ils ont du affronter des difficultes enormes pour 
arriver a realiser leurs objectifs. L'antisemitisme ne passe pas 
sous silence dans ieurs oeuvres. Emlle Zola fut convaincu de 
!a vague antisemite traversant la France a cette epoque, il ne 
negligeait pas d'identifier [s€p raisonsj essentielles. 
Pour lui, la raison materielle passe au premier rang. Bien qu'e- 
tant une minorite au sein du peuple /francais, les juifs domina- 
aient le comme.ce et occupaient des^dstes important La 
deuxieme raison etait representee par une antipathie hereditee 
a I'egard des juifs. 1.1 existait egaiement ia barriere d'incornpr- 
ehension et la difference de races entre les deux communautes, 
chretien ne et juive. 



(1) Historire iitteraire de la France, p. 475 
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Bien que Zola pretend defendre une cause justee en mgme 
temps, il est, conscient qu'il a fait face aune majorite ecrasante 
antisemite et qu'il a ete centre ['opinion publiq.ue francaise. 
C'est pourquoi ses idees se sont heurtees a une forte opposi- 
tion , sa lutte acharnee ne fut jamais facile 
La press e 

A I'epoque de Taffaire Drefus, la presse jouait un role 
important; c'est elle qui animait les foules assoi fees d' in forma- 
tion .Peu nombreux furent les journaux dreyfusards; "leurs 
seuls organes sont ceux de la presse d'opinion, a faible tirage 
tribune politique de gauche ou du centre, ou s'expriment des 
person nafites influentes : 

L'Aurore ( Clemenceau), le Radical, la Petite Republique, 
le Siecle, le Figaro "(|). ^ 

A part les journaux deja mentionnes , les antidreyfusards 
accaparerent la pressefMncaise qui n'evoquait pas seulement 
la trahison de Dreyfus mais elle publiait aussi des idees antis- 

emites . > ■ „ , y 



Conclusion 

A travers cette etude, il s'avere que I'antisemitisme a ses 
raisons et ses prejuges. Meme avant I'affaire Dreyfus, les juifs 
beneficiaient d'un prestige au sein de la societe francaise . lis 
accaparaient egalement le commeree et I'industrie 

Maurice Barrfc pense que les francais commencent a soiif- 
frir de la presence des juifs qui se melent a la politique du socia- 

lisme et du communlsme.. lis contrlbuent h repandre les idees 
atheistes . 

L' affaire Dreyfus fit exploser la situation etant donne que Ar 
le mecontentement populaire vis-a-vis des juifs fut h son 
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(I) Histoire lateral re de la France , p. 480. 






nez me jette hors de moi, parce que toute ma chair se revoke, 
a'les sentir different*, et contraires,"(l) 

La deuxieme raison de cette repugnance est I'amour de 
I argent. Selon Emile Zola, les juifs se sont regroupes pour se 
defend re etant donne qu'ils ont ete persecutes, frappes et 
injuries. N'oublions pas que ies juifs ne se marient qu'entre 
eux et qu' lis sont solidaires . Ainsi, ils ont cree une "sorte de 
secte internationale" et sont devenus des trafiquants et des 
usuriers (2) . 

Bien que les juifs ne soient pas nombreux en France, p ar 
par rapport aux catholiques , ils sont puissants et intelligents. 
Emile Zola nous cite un exemple. En parlant des juifs . um ban- 
quier catholique lui a dit "Ah! monsieur, ils sont plus forts 
que nous, toujours ils nous battront ".'(3) 

La mort brusque de Zola suscite de multiples questions 
Certains pensent qu'if a ete victime d'un accident ; d'autres 
trouvent en sa mort une suicide car il a beaucoup d'adversaires. 
En effet, Zola est mort asphyxie, Alexandre Zevaes affirme 
cette verite. Zola meurt "foudroye, en pleine force, apres 
avoii fait sa carriere, sans avoir connu le declin "(4). 

Le New York, journal du ler octobre, 1902 , publie les 
paroles proncncees par le pape Leon XIII en apprenant la 
mort de Zola : 

'C'etait un ennemi de I'Eglise, mais c'etait un ennenmi 
franc et hcnnete. Que son ame repose aux cieux (5). 



(I) La VcritQ en Marche, p, 59. 

{£.) i aid , p. od 

(4) ZOia par Alexandre Z&a&s, p. 259. 

(5) / bid , p. 259. 
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Pour Proust, il en va autrement. il ne put etre antidrey- 
fusard etant donne que sa mere etait juive et qu'il I'aimait 
beaucoup. Dans une lettre, adressee a 'Robert de Montesquiou, 
il nous fait sa confession : 

"Je n'ai pas repondu hier a ce que vous m'avez demande 
des juifs. C, est pour cette raison tres simple : si je suis catho- 
lique, comme mon pe'ie et mon frere, par contre,ma me're est 
juive .Vous comprenez que c'est une raison assez forte pour 
que je m'abstienne de ce genre de discussion... (I)". 

Pourtant, ses amis furent antidreyfusars comme Mme Straus. 
II n' ya que sa mere qui est restee f idele a' i'Affaire ; elle souten- 
ait son fils dans ses opinions. A vrai dire, P Affaire approfondit 
fe fosse entre Proust, sa mere et leurs amis. (2) 

Emile Zola 

Emile Zola mena unecampagne en faveur de Dreyfus jusqu'a 
ce qu'il fut rehabilite. Le 13 Janvier, 1898 , il a adresse une 
lettre au President de la Republique, sous le titre J accuse . 
Cette lettre fut publiee dans L' Aurore. Suite a cette lettre, 



i! fut juge et renvoye en Angletterre (3) . 

Dans "La Verite en Marche", Emile Zola consacre un chap- 
itre intitule "pour les juifs". Dans ce chapitre , il rappelle aussi 
que les francos eprouvent de Tantipathie aTegard des juifs 
a cause de leur laideur physique, lis ne veulent ni les approcher 
ni les toucher. Pour eux, ils sont differents. "En somme, dit-il, 
I'horreur physique est une bonne raison, la seule ?aison meme 
car ii n'ya rien a repondre aux gens qui vous disent :"' Je les 
execre parce que ies execra, parce que la vue seule de ieur 

(1) Le Monde de Marcel Proust .p . 48. 

(2) ibid , p. 49. 

(3) La VeriU en Marche, P. \7, 
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yfusarde. "Vous etiez, iui ecrivit-eile, nion cher Loti antidrey- 
fusard Pete dernier ce qui me paraissait admirable et de claira 
voyance (sic) patriotique dans un huguenot")(!). 

Pierre loti a pris cette position pour deux raisons. D'abord 
etant pour !es national istes i! desire IMnstauration de !a monar- 
chies Puis, il eprouve une antipathie d'ordre religieux envers 
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es juirs . Dans "Aziyade", il n'hesite pas a rev 
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de ses sentiments antisernitlquss, "Le vieux Kairoulha, entrem- 



etteur de jeunes eai cons senible devoir son 
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"abjection hurnaine 
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a sa race juive plus qu'au milieu deprave ou il vit"(2)« 

En palestine, il eprouve du degout en face des juifs en 

oriere devant !e mur des lamentations . lis aoparalssaient a i'ec- 
nivain "agites d'une sorte da dad I nerr; ant general com me les 
ours des caves*'. Pierre Loci reflete ieur laideur physique sur 

leur culpabihts. \\ avoue que son" "antisemltlsme a oour origine 
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crucifixion de Jesus par la race juive^vScn antipathie envers 
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sur leur front "un signe particuiier", "un sceau d'opprobre". 
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vast je ne sait quejles preoccupation pueril-ss de vols, de mauv- 
ais oeil et de malefice ." 



Au Maroc, son antisemitisme n'a pas une cause religieuse 
mais piutct mateneile, Les bijoutiers juifs Iui semblerent" 
"horr]b!s5r:ent ^ordi-ds;"" \h detiennant non sen lenient Tor, 
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Signalons que iorsque les elections eurent lieu dans le 
quartier des G rands-Ecu ries, les nationahstes scandaient des 
slogans hostiles aux juifs :"A bas les traitres ! A bas les juifs!" 

Vive I'Armee ! A bas les dreyfu sards !'. . .) Mort aux juifs(i) 

Anatole France a bien montre dans son iivre comment 

les nationalistes ont gagne les elections en tirant profit de I'ant- 
isemitisme dont I' /Affaire a donne i'elan initial, "Enfants !.,. 
dit Henri Leon (un nationalists ); nous n'avons qu'un noyau 
d'action, un seui rnais sur, puissant , efficace. C'est I'Affaire, 
Nous sommes nes de I'Affaire : nationahstes , ne I'oubiiez pas. 
Nous avons grandi et prospere par I'Affaire . Elle seule nous 
a nourris, elle seul nous substente encore .{•••) Si arrachee , 
elle se desseche et meurt, nous languissons et nous deperis- 

sons."(2). 

Meme les socialistes, defenseurs de la cause Dreyfus , furent 
egalememt, apres la trahison da capitaine animes par fantise- 
mitisme. Tons ont applaudi le jugement . Citons le cas de Jaures 
qui trouve que la peine n'etait pas assez forte. Dans une violente 
interpellation adressee a La Chambre au lendemain du verdict, 
1 1 note : 
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marechal Bazaine, convaincu de trahison, a ete conda- 
amne a mort. Et en face de ces jugements, le pays voit qu'on 

fusiile, ^ans grace ec ^ans Ditie, de slmpS-as soldats oouoabies 
d'un-e minute d'egarernent et de violence/'*' (3). 
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Araatole France 



Da meme, Anatole France montre dans son roman "M.B- 
ergeret a Paris" que la droite ressent une haine a I'egard des 
juifs. Son personnage Josephe Lacrissa, secretaire du Ccrnite 
departementa! de la Jeunesse royaliste, pense que "les juifs 
et les francs-macons devorent ia France, lis nous ruinent, dit-il, 
et nous mangent." (I) Anatole France est represents dans son 
llvre par M. Bergeret qui tut un des defenseurs achames de 
la justice et de ia cause Dreyfus. Apres la nomination de M.B- 
ergeret com me professeur h la Sorbonne, Anatole Frarce 
reconnart queries ecudiants de la fa-cuke de iettres protestent 
energiquement centre ia nomination de ce protestant anttf- 
rancais. Et nous ne sommes pas surpris d'apprendre que ie bon 
nomber d'entre eux ont decide d'accueiillr comme il Is merite, 
par des hueas, ce sale juif aliemand." (2) 

Suite a Paffaire Drey[uL^n at olj France montre qu'il ya 
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. Les rep'Jblicams 



et les progressistes furent dreyfusards, (3) tandis que les mona- 
rchistes et les nationaux se raflierant au camp oppose. Dans 
"M.Berperet a Paris" Anatole France met en evidence cette 
ruptured travers )e comportament de ia baron ne de Bonmont 
qui a invite h "sa fete de charity" tous les chatelains tttres et 
ious les chatelains industries et financiers de la region", mais 
elle n'avait envoye aucune invitation aux juifs bien qu'elie y 
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voient ces principes par une action isolee, qui leur est propre, 
par des moeurs d'accaparement, de speculation, de cosmop- 
olitisme. En outre, dans I'armee, dans la magistrature, dans 
les ministeres, dans toutes nos administrations, ils depassent 
infinement la proportion nornnale a laquelle leur nomber pou- 
rrait leur donner droit. On les a nommes prefets, juges, treso- 
riers, officiers parce qu'ils ont de I'argent qui corrompt" (I). 
Maurice Barres pense que les socialistes ont tort d'avoir 
considers que les et rangers "les juifs", apportaient "des elem- 
ents energiques" pour la France. Pour lui, ces elements ener- 
giques existent dans la classe des pauvres et "desherites" fran- 
cos (2). 

II affirme que le juif est lie a la faute, a la trahision. Lors 
du jugement de Dreyfus, il raconte comment il fut degrade 
devant les militaires. ". . . . I'adjudant de la Garde, terrible 

Ml . - V V 



par sa taille et magnifique de tenue, le depouillait si vite et si 
lentement de ses boutons, de ses galons, de ses epaulettes, de 



ses bsndes rouges". (3) BarTSMe ccfmpare a juda, il le qualifie 
par ""Juda marche trop bien"^"Juda traitfe" ou par "cet indi- 

le meprise. 

Non seulement Barres insiste sur la trahison atcachee 
aux juifs mais aussi, sur leur laideur physique. En peignant le 
portrait physique de Dreyfus, Barres desapprouve "son nez" 
ethnique; sa figure ds race etrangere, sa laideur impassible. 
(4) Par contre, il admire les jolies figures des gendarmes fran- 
cais, presents au jugement de Dreyfus . 

(1) Ibid, p. 1 34 

(2) ibid, p. 134 

(3) Jbid, p.131 

(4) Ibid, p. 1 32. 
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L'Affaire sera le pivot de cette recherche car celle nous 
fournit un exemple concret de I'antisemitisme de iafin du XIX 
erne siecle. Puisque notre objectif consiste a montrer les rai- 
sons de I'antisemitisme francais, se mettre a -la recherche des 
Dreyfusards et des Antidreyfusards nous revelera I, antipathie 
qu'eprouvent les ecrivains francais a l.egard des juifs. 

Maurice Barres 

Parmi les Antidreyfusards, on peut privilegier Maunce 
Barres qui est cosidere comme le leader de I'antisemitisme, 
attitude dont II avait fait preuve durant toute sa vie, I! mena 
un rombat acharne face aux juifs et avertit ie peuple francais 
du danger que represente pour la France la puissance de la 
communaute juive. 

Barres a ses raisons pour etre antisemite, iimit en garde 
le peuoie francos-centre ie danger du sociaiisme provenant 
de I'exterieure. "II faut fse/garder, dit-il, contre ce soc.ahsme 
trop cosmopolif ou pbtot trop -kllemand qui enerverait 

la defense de la P^^M^^ , c , , , , 

Barres ne veut pas qu^^sfuifs prennent ie fiarnoeau de 1a 
revolution francaise ecdeviennent les leaders de ses pnncipes 
ipes car, pour lui, lis sont des etrangers, "Mais les juifs, d.t-il, 



Arrete(oct.l394),juge de fa s con sommaire par le conseil 

da ^iprre, i! fut ccnda^ne a ia -degradation nili-taire et a 



, ^^rrafion a vie a I'ile du Diable, Guyana (dec. i bV4; . 
A 1 *) _ Robert 'Pau!) -le petit ?,.ooer>., ^!u.iun..«n .. j. Hor- 

des noms prop res. 
(1) Barres par lui-meme, p.i3J 
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L'ANTISEMJTISMe CHEZ CERTAINS ECRIVAINS 
FRANCAIS DE 3A FIN DU XlXeme SSECLE 

Dr. Mouayed Abbas A9-Dujai9i 
Universite De Moussul Faculty De Lettres 

INTRODOCTION 

Durant cette p^riode de I'histoire litteraire fran 9 aise 
I ant.semitisme fut plus marque qu'auparavant, A cette epoque' 
les juifs parurent former un noyau agissant et actif, au milieu 
du peuple francais, Bien que peu nombreux, Us occuoerent 
des postes importants dans !e commerce, Industrie et a L'armee 

Queles sont les racines de cet antisemitisme renaissant ? 
Quels sont les prejuges sur lesquels les ecrivains franc s ais s'aop- 
uyerent? L'aflalre Dreyfus (I) f ut a la fois le catalyses et l a 
point culminant de la montee de I'antisemitisme. Cette affair- 
vine accompiir ie macontiutementVopulaire et arcr-oftr* 
I'an.isemitisme chez les Francais, JgrfU^crlva ins que nous 
etuaierons dans cette recherche figurSmt Maurice Sarres 
Anatole France, pierre loti, Emile Zola et Marcel oroust' 



(I) Dreyfus (Alfred) Officiar francais (Mulhouse, IS'39-Paris 
1935) " ' 

D'une famiJIe juive aisacienne, ii encra dans la carrier* 
militaire et fut attache au 2er,ie bureau ^ i>*-.-^,U 

ressembiance d'ecriture, d'avoir iivr^ a i^M-^-h/^^'-i •'-• 

jcr ochvvarczKoppe des renseignemencs mil- 
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4 Memory disturbances interfere with calculation since the 
child cannot retain the sequence of steps used in solving prob- 
lems For this reason, ask the child to verbalize each step in 
detail while working the problem. Each new concept should 
be introduced with concrete materials and problems of everyday 

living should be stressed. . 

d. Concrete to Abstract Concepts (A Teacher sWorking 

Guide, mS) 

! The developmental sequence which the teacher should 

follow when presenting arithmetic concepts begins with conc- 
rete experiences that stimulate a variety of sensory moda it.es. 
Give the child a bacus, blocks, pegs and pegboards, sticks or 
other materials, one at a time and in a controlled space. 
2 In the semi-concrete stage, g>y.e the child pictures, number 
symbols, and color cues to work with. Have him count pictures, 
add and record answer. Similar problems should be given to 



him to work independendy.U^^J 

3 In the abstract stage, pTSe^t^problems in numeral form 
only showing the child ho^p^ork the problem but letting 
him work independently. G i vlTt h eVr. i W only a limited numoer 
of problems per page and allow him concrete aids wltn wh.cn 
to work. Introduce problem solving and use different colors 
for numerals and words. 
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b. One-To-One Correspondence and Counting; 
I. Taction is effective when working with small quantities 
Have the child put his fingers on each of five pennies. The teac- 
her may prepare several pieces of flannel on which tlwe are 
various numbers of buttons and a second set in which there 
are only button holes so that the child is asked to match buttons 
and holes. 

2. The teacher may utilize several other activities such as 
placing a series of doll figures in a row and asking the child to 
draw a hat for each one, or giving the child a series of circles 
m a row and asking him to write a number in each circle. 

3. Have the child close his eyes and concentrate on counting 
and listening to the beat of a drum. For concept of ordinal count 
ting, arrange three or four toy cars in a line near toy garage and 
lead the child to discover the meaning of ordinal numbers by 
asking questions. f f ZlV v 

c Visual symbols, Alignment, and Sequence' of Steps: 
I. The child must^^^hold^uditory sequence and relate 
it to a visual sequence;" he mus<1rssodate auditory and visual 
symbols and relate tham to a given .quantity. The number line 
is a useful aid in discovering and understanding the quantitative 
concepts, if a child is unable to relate quantity to the visual 
symbol, present dot configurations such as those found on 
dominoes. 



O -r< 



o- i ne cniid must be taught thai: he cannot write cha tiaras 
m any position, but that they must be arranged in soacific w*y* 
to be meaningful. Teach him the name of each orocass 5 i*p *H 
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un^rs and .process signs to be arranged, firsL 
according to a visual model and then from dictation. 
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books should picture the different parts of speech as vividly 
as possible. 

E. Disorders of Arithmatic ('DyscalcuUa) 

Perceptual disorders in arithmetic usually occur in conjunction 
with related problems especially those of language* Many words 
used in describing mathematical processes are difficult for the 
receptive aphasic because he cannot shift meanings from one 
context to another. The problem of reauditorization prevents 
the child from quickly recalling numbers and deficits in his 
auditory span interfere with his proper listening to story prob- 
lems presented orally. On the other hand, visual perceptual 
disturbances which result in confusion of letters usually affect 
number work as well as reading . This is also true with those 
children who are unable to iearn the motor patterns for writing 
Edueaticraall Procedures (Johnson and Myklebust, 1967) 

a. g-onrv ^asa, and Nonveroa:! Concepts 
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L Abilities in the aress of figures, forms, sizes and distances 



should be explored. Begin with puzzles in which only one figure 
can be fitted into space. Two-dimensional figures are recornme- 

nded in ^the ezrly stages since many dyscaiculks are more conf- 
used when working with blocks, cub^as, or spheres. 



2, Gross motor activities and kinesthesis are helpful in.estab- 
ling difference in form. Auditorization as a mediating process 
often is the key to the child's understanding of numerical 
relationships, 

-•■^ M -r-*< « t = » ; . 7* I i 
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size neip estaDiisn tne con cape or size, have nne ennd maccn 
various s*ze circles into orooer hole^ as we!! as matching index 
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c. Formulation and Syntax: 

1. Awareness of errors. 

Training begins by having the child write sentences and liste- 
ning to the teacher read them aloud. When he identifies an 
error auditorial!/, the corrections are made on paper so that 
he can see the exact position of the omitted word. He is then 
taught to monitor his own material by reading it aloud very 
slowly, checking it word by word. 

2. Ideation and productivity. 

The environment of the classroom should be lending itself to 
spontaneous expression. Oral discussion of experiences, ideas, 
and feelings should be encouraged. These auditory verbal expres 
sions are then converted into written language. 

3. Concrete to abstract ideas. 

The four levels of abstraction sequentially are: 

f / / 1 \ 

(a) Concrete-descriptive where emphasis is en v/riting in a 
simple descriptive manne 

(b) ideas from pictures or experiences; 

(c) Abstract-descriptive where stories with more detail are 
developed and emphasis is on concepts of time and sequence; 
and 

(d) Abstract-imaginative where emphasis is on a plot, imagin- 
ative setting, figures of speech, and some connotation of moral 

values. 




4- h'u actuation, -spelling, and grain mar. 

The significance of the positions and number of punctuation a*, 
marks should bemphasized To facilitate sosSHn, the teacher 

. ^ .* 

■ k 

should separate words into chose which are phonetic 'and those 
for which there are no consistent spelling rules. Grammar 
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Ily by making simple stencils and templates, drawing roads and 
tracing with copy paper. 

3. ( |n order to improve spacing, place cut-out letters on a 
flannelboard in sentence form without leaving spaces and then 
read the sentence and have the child separate words. After the 
child can identify errors and arrange words correctly, ask him 
to write sentences structuring the task by darawing a series 
of rectangles in which each word is to be written. 

4. Strauss and Lechtinen (1947) suggest that cursive writing 
be taught first so that the child would not transfer from one 
form to another. On the other hand, Johnson and Myklebust 
(1967) recommend manuscript writing for dysgraphic children 
suggesting that one form should be taught for both reading 
and writing untii the child can read it successfully. 

b. Revisualization: 




i. All materials should be selected carefully where ail pictures, 
letters, and words are clear with well defined lines. Unsuitable 



materials and ooorly distributed s *tfractice must be avoided. 

2. It is beneficial to work from recognition to partial recall 
to total recall through the auditory or kinesthetic tactile moda- 
lities. Revisualization can be improved by making the child 
aware of the "feel" of the letters. 

3. The teacher should attempt to secure the attention of the 
child since memory is dependent upon good attention. Present 
a picture or a letter and vive the child a sheet of Paper with 
three or four figures to circle the one he saw. increase the 
complexity of the task. 

4. Train the child in spelling casks by writing two or three 
A-! spellings or" a. word and then having the child select the correct 

one. Give the child a partial design or letter and ask him to 
comolete it. 
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it. Making a genera! outline of a whole selection gives the child 
an insight into the overall plan of the writer. 

4. Comprehension of nonliteral language. 

All forms of nonliteral language which include similes, metaph- 
ores, euphemisms, etc., should be categorized under "figures 
of speech" rather than confuse the child with ambiguous term- 
inology. It can be pointed out to him that the power of the 
sentence rests upon the element of comparison which underlies 
such expressions. It has been found both helpful and pleasur- 
able for children to try at deciphering those figures of speech. 
D.Writlrsg Disability (Dysgraphia) 

A perceptual disorder in writing results from a disturbance 
in visualmotor integration. It is the ability to copy which diffe- 
rentiates dysgraphia from other writing disorders. Other per- 
ceptual disturbances which occur with dysgraphia are most 
frequently in visual-spatial relationships, nonverbal visual-motor 
functions, and arithmetic. The arithmetic disturbances include 
difficulties in writing numbers and in understanding concepts 
related to space, distances, and time, it is often necessary to 
begin treatment by developing pre-writing skills, including 
posture, use of pencil and position of paper- 
Educational Procedures (Johnson and Myklebust, 1967) 
a. VisuaJ-Klnast-hstic Coordination: 

i. Introduce each new exercise by presenting the pattern 
visually where zh? child watches the movements while the 
teacher draws, then kinssthsticaiiy where the chiid closes his 
eyas while his hand is guided over the figure which was 
presented visually, and then in combination. 
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r-tui'w if om grzzs to nne rncyvsmenc p&tcerns and encourage 
pmsne o«" orderly movements. Reinforcement of one 
visuai-motor pRizerns Dy repetition is wery important especia- 
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size the rhythmic sequence of words as well as blending sylla- 
bles and combining individual sounds into words. 
4. Analysis and synthesis. 

Prepare written exercises which provide visual clues to aid 
auditory discrimination. Have the child write a word in the 
blank space that rhymes with the underlined word. Also reinf- 
orce short vowel discrimination by using pictures and visual 
letters and then gradually reducing the visual symbol while 
providing auditory stimulation. 

c. Comprehension (Ottio and McMencmey, 1966) 
I. Comprehension of sentences. 

Begin with very simple sentences and proceed to those of more 
complex conjunction. The puprpose here is to give the child 
a orea*- dpai of practice in answering the key questions of who, 
what, where, when, why, and howsJt is also helpful to present 
he child with some scrambled sentences and give him practice 
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in unscrarnblig them. 



2. Comprehension of paragr&fShs., ^ 
The two factors that usually need the greatest amount of emph- 
asis are the function of topic sentences and the use of pronouns. 
Have the child first develop some paragraphs of his own. Strang, 
McCullouph, and Srexier (196!) give a very lucid explanation 
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f how this may be done in regular ciasswork. Have the child 



then oractice designating to whom or to what the pronouns 
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3. Comprehension of the whole selection. 

It is important that the child develops the ability to understand 
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prepare drawings to show internal designs as well as figures 
for use on the flannelgraph . . * 

f 3. Visual sequentialization. 

Arrange colored beads on a string according to a specific pattern 
Also have the children line up according to specific orders. 
Make paper chains of colored strips as well as patterns of pictu- 
res or desings to be placed on bulletin boards. 
4, R.ate of discrimination . 

Prepare exercieses where the child finds a word in each row 

that is the same as the first and keep time records to show 

progress. Also present various stimuli including picture 

ers, digits, and words at varying speeds. 

b, Auditory DvsJexaa: . 

I. Auditor-visual coordination. 
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The main problem of t h e/a*faj to ry dyslexia is a problem in 
perceptual integration wh(dtWH5eJuse of phonetic analysis. 
The teacher should re!ace zuditoffTT^bok and select a rneani 
ngful !; ' ' ' • -:/..«?!;/ 



reading vocabulary where the child can see, hear.and say 
the word. ~^ "" 

2, Auditory discrimination. 

Since the auditory dyslexic have difficulty discriminating betw- 
een various, forms of sound, attention should be directed tow 
ard improving the ability to discriminate by mean: 

rizacion, matching scenes or r H i^ili-ri/w 
i ~ '" a 
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awareness of the number of syllables within the words. 
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stress through locating words, subjects, and situations which 
appear to trigger the stuttering, and then working to reduce 
the fears which color these spots. Situations must be created 
in which the child can fee! satisfied with himself especially those 
from which he receives ego satisfaction and in which he may 
communicate with a minimum amount of stress. 
C. Heading Disability (Dyslexia) 

Myklebust and Johnson (S962) suggest that reading is a visual 
symbol system superimposed on auditory language. The cm.o 
first integrates nongerbal experiences directly. Next he aqu.res 
auditory, then later a visusl verba! system which represents 
both the experiences and th'e auditory symbol. A disturbance 
of re*din* can be expected if a child has difficulty integrating 
maningfuf experiences or leading through either the visual 
or auditory modality. It is often accpompanied by other perce- 
ptual disorders such as deviant motor patterns, memory impai- 
rments, and distortions^, latency, oouy imag^, a nu u.i,. 

nentacion (Johnson and Myklebust, 1967). 
Educational ProoadyresVj^ ' 
a. Vfeiaa! DyslexJa 
L Phonovisual approach. 

!>ach letter sounds by saying tha sound of each letter while holding 
a flash card and then asking die child to say the s-: 
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Sanded into words. Also intro- 
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c Disorders of Auditory Expressive Language: 

I. Reaud itemization and word selection. 
Facilitate the spontaneous recall of words by means of word 
associations, such as bread and butter, shoes and socks, etc 
by teaching words in series or categories, then words from 
the series at random, and by giving visual, kinesthetic, and 
tactual clues which are gradually reduced. For those who are 
slow to respond, rapid naming drills are helpful. 

2. Auditory- motor integration. 

A child with this type of deficiency can comprehend and recall 
but cannot associate words with the motor patterns for soak- 
ing. He cannot talk until he learns to coordinate a sequent 
of sounds with a sequence of movements. For this reason, the 
child should be taught to make symbolic vocalizations and be 
given visual clues and detailed verbal instructions. The motor 
kinesthetic approach must be emphasized. 

3. Formulation and syntax deficiency. 

3~a.,q k a v.onec, natural, spontaneous flow of 
language, We child must retain certain linguistic oarcerns in 
rn.nd and store them to make the abstractions necessary for 
correctly venerating sentences of his own. Arrange for meani- 
ngful experiences either through P iay aetivldes or oictures, 
provide the phrases or sentences which coincide with the 
experience and encourage responses from the child. Use pictues 
to illustrate various epopie, provide auditoy-kinesthetic clues 
and give work in the written form. 
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r-.r-,,, 1: ,c-h s^gests r.-t several approaches :o o- problem 
or stuctenng, all used concurrently, may provide an effective 
therapy design. She puts emphasis on reducing communicative 
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cannot differentiate sounds ( words) and relate them to the 
proper unit of experience. Comprehension is established only 
when the meaning units are structured, isolated, and timed with 
the presentation of the symbol. 

2. Simultaneity and repetition. 

The spoken word and the experience must be carefully timed 
to make the exact association. In order for the child to retain 
a word, however, the words and concepts must be done over 
again and again. Only then do they become meaninvful to him 
and are remembered. 



3. selection of vocabulary. 

The child's vocabulary should be individualized to meet his 
particular needs* He should be ginen as many experiences as poss- 
ible since sensory imoressions must be received and integrated 
before comorehension can occur. Nouns should be introduced 
first to establish the principle of naming, then verbs to repres- 
ent action, then adjectives to represent qualities, and finally 



V '■ "■■*- I" •yJ <J u Ll'^ H J J 






to denote location and enable the child to de 

**^ 
with concepts of space and time. 

4. Auditory memory span and comprehension. 

!n order to improve memory span, emphasis should be placed 
on meaningful materials, organization, and systematic plans. 

Attention of the child should a!so be secured. Techniques incl- 
ude living nonverbal memory span training, words or objects 
in a series to recall, and reading sentences asking questions 
aoour. each,- to manUon only a few axampies. This training helps 
also develop critical Hscening which is an important; -factor in 
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and nonauditory activities should be alternated to prevent 

fatigue, 

,2. Awareness . 

Begin training by making the child aware of sound and no sound. 
Toys such as drums, bells, and telephones are used to produce 
sound in a relati/ely quiet environment. The child should be 
taught to respond consistently after awareness has been establish 
ed. For instance, ring a beii behind the child and then ask 
him to raise his hand when the bell stops ringing , 

3. Localization . 

The child must be able to localize sounds before he can react 
appropriately. Have the child close his eyes and ring a bell on 
his right side . Ask him where the sound is . 
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Discrimination „' 

Select two nolsemakers having different sounds , such a horn 
and a drum. Ask the child/ta identity each sound. When success 
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nas oeen gained, introduqajl^hird soijnd making the task more 
com o lex. 



5. Memory. 







Auditory memory is critical for language develooment since 
comprehension and expressive use of the spoken word depend 

upon retaining a sequence of sounds within words znd a seqiie- 
nee of words wkhin sentences - Face the child and clap hands 
once, then twice, etc. Have the child repeat the number of 

daps. 
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word to be introduced since the auditory receptive 
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tion Into meaningful organization of the world around him, 
focus should be gradually directed toward more exploratory 
aspects of the environment . 

3. Utilize those activities which create objects of childhood 
interest.Direct the child's attention to the correct one of the 
contour of objects around the room and those shapes with 
which he is. working. Encourage him to explore what he can 
create with these shapes. Some helpful suggestions are found 
in Sutphin's book ( 1964) and similar references for primary 
education . 

4. Frostig ( 1964) has designed specific exercise sheets tor 
develooi n? soatial reiationshios and perception of position in 
space. She suggests that before the child attempts paper and 
pencil exercises he should have practice in exercises involving 
the positions of two objects that are three-dimensional in 
relation to each other, /y***^ /\ 

B. Auditory- and Language Disabi Si-ties 
A child with auditory disabilities is handicapped by his inability 
to understand neither spoken words nor environmental sound 
anci, therefore, fails to respond 'accordingly. \~\z is unable to 



structure his auditory world and to sort out and associate sou- 
nds with particular objects or experiences. Such a child will, 
in particular, have difficulties in learning reading, writing, spee- 
ch, and arithmetic. Educat'soai Procedureds ( Johnson and Mykl- 
eousz, iVo/ i- 
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away from traffic and p las round noise, Short planned auditory 
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ing to size, color, texture, and shape. Since sorting involves the 
correct identification of such qualities as form and size, it there- 
fore helps improve pereceptuai Constance at the same time, 

3. Shifting attention . 

Ask the child to pick out particular objects from boxes contai- 
ning many different articles. Use first objects which differ gre- 
tly from each other and gradually shift to objects which differ 
only slightly . 

4. Drawing and coloring . 

Kephart ( I960) suggests the use of chalkboard training by 
asking the chiid to trace wiht chalk around a template, copy 
the form, and then reproduce it. After form par caption is 
established ask the child to color in tha figure and to draw its 
contour. In this way, both form perception and figure-ground 
relationships are strengthened. 

■ o 
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t. Spatial Orientation ( knickerbocker ■ 1963 V 

f f ^/*r l 

I. Break down the process into sequential steps. This requi- 
red the addition of only one nev*TTactor at a time, leaving the 
child free to concentrate his whole attention on that factor. 
Since the process of "pattern vrsfon^is usually so swift that the 
perceiver seeems to experience all the steps simultaneously, 
such a break-down of the process is quite essential. Disabilities 
are often manifested in the improper perception of the sequence 
of letters in a word or the sequence of processes involved in 
arithmetic problems. 
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*.. t\ constant gradual shirt toward experiences In which lass 
and less structure is imposed by materials and methods should 

As the structure and upgrading of spatial relations 
is stabilized from within, che chiid is aoie to integrate inibrrna- 
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right and it is advisable that the teacher holds the c hild's hnads 
throughout the exercise untii he is able to move smoothly . 

3.r Directionality . 

When such a point of reference is firmly established for identi- 
fying top, bottom, left and right, the child has a sound founda- 
tion for the relationship of the letters which mirror each other, 
"b" , *'d" , "p" , and "q". In each of the four quandrants formed 
above, draw a circle and then place the appropriate lines to 
form the four letters. 
4. Identification of body parts . 

Once the child can stablize the directionality of these four 
symbols, he is realy to identify the numerous left and right 
parts of a sample drawing of the body. Imitation of the position 
of the limbs of a toy often supplements and accelerates this 
process od identification . 
5 Aneles-in-the -snow ( kephart, I960 ) . 
Ask the child to lie down m^trvsTsncw, move his arms and 
legs, and then get up and lookafllTe patterns created by his 
movements. Proceed from bilateral r^ilni lateral and cross- 
lateral movements. This is very helpful in orienting the child 
with his own body and how to control it . 
e. Figure-Ground Perception ( Forstig, 1964 ). 




cts in a room 



Discriminating objects in a room . 
Ask the child to point out various categories of obj< 
or pi ay yard. Ask him then to pick out specmc 
as a particular book, picture, or toy. 

2. Sorting . 

Ask the child to sort objects such as cubes and spheres accorcl- 
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2. Tracing and coloring . 

Ask the child to trace and then to color shapes that gradually 
increase in complexity. For children who have a motor handicap 
it is often necessary to introduce an intermediate step of having 
them first trace the exercises on the work sheets with their 
fingers. 

3. Kephart (i960) lists many useful techniques for developing 
fine motor coordination. He suggests the use of pegboards 
puzzles, stringing beads, and chaikoard training, such as connec- 
ting dots and drawing geometric shapes. However, he suggests 
that, as a first step, the child should be left to scribble and to 
rnak any sort of lines on the board without restriction in order 
to get him back into the "uninhibited experimentation" which 
is required before he can move to more refined movements. 

4. Cruickshank (1961) gives a list of useful activities to develop 
fine motor coordination. He recommends that ali children with 
poor small muscle coordination be taught cursive writing beca- 



use of its flowing quality 

d. Body ^mage (Knickerbocker, 1968) 
I. Laterality . 

Ask the child to hold a weight in his right hand and keep both 
arms up until he is quite aware of which arm <?ets fatigued. As 
a variation, ask the child to touch his right shoulder. Once the 
awareness of the right side has been established klnesthetically 
it is easier to establish awareness of the left side by visual clues. 
2. hstablishing a point of reference. 

Ask the child to stand before a iar? e - : ri ^ T ,,f .,,-.-, 
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or isinglass holding red and blue grease pencils in his left m)d 
i .^l ,,^>.^ , -jp-^v-Livaiy. /-..-]< Hijij to draw hues no -in-i / o^ : i r S- 
sheet and to the right and left. With the hyperactive child it is { r 
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the right eye alone, then with the left eye, and finally with 

both eyes together. 

Gross Motor Coordination: 

Regaining an upright posoicion. 

Have the child sit on the floor with his knees bent and 
on the floor. Ask him to get up and sit down again. 
Locomotor activities and games. 

Crawling, skipping, galloping, duck walking and a variety 
of similar games which offer variation in total body move- 
ments are very helpful. 

Balancing. 

Ask the child to stand for ten seconds on tiptoe on both 

feet and then on one leg at a time, kephart ( I960) gives 

manv useful suggestions some of which require specialized 

materials, such as a balance boardW trampoline. Others 

require only the standar|d^ipmenj: which is found in any 

school, such as swing and slides. 

Isometric exercises^^cVj^^J^v/ 1 

These exercises are particularly useful in the classroom 

since they do not require a large amount of space nor a great 

amount of skill to be performed. 

See The Instructor, September, !9oo. 

Fine Motor Coordination 
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i Cutting , placing and pasting . 

Pmr-ed from the simple cutting of a fringe from a piece of pape* 



to gradual iy more anu m^ 
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pasting train the child not only in eye-hand coercion 

ility co sort, to alternate, to ioi; 
to remember a motor sequence. 
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cutting, pasting, or drawing. Such a child wiil further have 
difficulties in learning how to write. His self -concept will also 
be affected because of his failure to meet the expectation of 
parents, teachers, and peers. 

Educational Procedures (Foresting and Home, 1964 ) . 
a. Eye Movement 

I. Left-right progression. 

Ask the child to focus on an object about five feet in front of 
him as it moves without turning his head'. This ability to move 
the eye without moving the head or losing focus is essentia! 

for reading ski J. 

2. Stimulation of peripheral vision. 

Have the child hold his head still and erect while gazing at a but- 
ton or pin on your clothing. Slowly move an object in°a horizo- 
ntal line on the child's eye level about 20 inches in fror 

ild to name and describe the object. 



Ask the ch 

3. Focusing the eves 

/ »- '/ 
In many activities, especially sports, it is essentia! to be ab!a to 

focus on objects while the head is moving . Other activities, 
particularly reading, require consistently smooth movements' 
and pauses of the eyes across the lines of orint v/hii- th- h-H 
is stiii . 

4. Following regular and irregular movements. 

Ask tne child to follow with his eyes such regular movem- 
ents as an object on a piece of string. Likewise ask him u 

4 

movements of chalk on the chalkboard. 
Kephart( i960) fists many .j^fui techniques for devaKopin* 
ocuiar control in the perceptually handicapped child. H 
suggests that it is desirable to train the child first with 
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3- Neurological examination. 

This includes tests for postural reflexes and coordin- 
ation and for other complex integrated behavior whi- 
ch is rarely observed or specifically tested for by ref- 
erring physicians ('Clements and Peters, 1962). 

Since diagnostic procedures are stili inconsistent, it is 
difficult, at best, to expect the classroom teacher to succeed 
in the technical aspects of diagnosis. The prime responsibil- 
ity of the teacher lies in utilizing techniques and procedures. . 
based on classroom observations. Periodic outbreaks of unex- 
plained behavior, short attention span and hyperactivity, cou- 
pled with poor scholastic performance, would warrant conc- 
ern on the part of the teacher. Gross distortions at play serve 
to i m element further the informal diagnosis within the class- 
room { Capobianco, 1964). Bender ( 1959) emphasizes the impo- 
rtance of following these children "long enough", observing 
their personality development and working with them. With 
information gathered from these observations, the ceacher 
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not only syscemizes her own interpretation ot tne cnr;ci s per- 
formance but also preserves diagnostic information which 
would be invaluable to the psychologist who may ultimately 
be responsible for the complete assessment of the child. Mon- 

sees { 1961) advises chat i: u\Q child's response to the methodo- 
loqy used during the period of diagnostic teaching is of major 
imoortance in arriving at an accurate differential diagnosis". 
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the basis of that diagnosis. Harrier '(1961) points out the need 
for a "test, teach, retest" sequence, where the teacher tests 
initially to find out what the needs are, teaches to meet these 
needs, and then retests to see whether the teaching has been 
effective and whether new needs have arisen. In this manner, 
treatment proceeds on a tentative, experimental basis where 
modifications are made as may be advisable. 

Three levels of diagnosis have been identified by Brueck- 
ner and Bond (1955) as foMows: 

1- General diagnosis which includes the use of compre- 
hensive survey tests and other general evaluation proc- 
edures to give the teacher essential information about 
the general level of the child's performance. 

2- Analytical or differentia! diagnosis which involves the 
use of systematic procedures for locating or identif- 
ying specific weaknesses in some curriculum area. 

3- Case study procedures which are based on the appli- 
cation of clinical diagnostic techniaues that will enable 

*w i 

the teacher to determine sDecificaliy the nature and 
seriousness of the difficulty. 

In genera! diagnostic procedures must include the following : 

i- Physical examination and history. 

This includes gestation and developmental history, 
childhood diseases, and behavioral and academic obse- 

1 V V*. '- i W - i -J . 

2- Psychological evaluation. 
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ized reading test such as Gray's or L>ates. 
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the child is unable to introduce such variation for himselt and 
continues to perform the same activity in exactly the same 
way over and over again, the teacher should introduce it iQ r 
him; the same material should be presented in different ways 
at the same point in time. 

Thirdly, attention should be directed toward the estab- 
lishment of verldicality in the already existing body of the 
child's information by working in his strongest area of perf- 
ormance in order to insure correct structuring while, at the 
same time, stressing his weak areas of activity in order to 
insure adequacy of structring. 

It is generally accepted that by the a^e of six t 
child has Acquired sufficient experience to promote his read- 
iness for form-.! education. On the other hand, the percept- 
ually handicaoped child may not be ready at the same age. 
The experiences of drawing, coloring, and the matching of 
shsoes in puzzles and games do not necessarily promote perce- 



he norma 



r.tp'al readiness in the handicapped child. The question arises 
as to whether such a c^6c^b^o^^.dy at a later age. 
Som p school administrators' cak/^his W/ but otners main- 
tain that the perceptually handicapped child does not become 
ready by time alone (Lewis, Strauss, and Lehtimen, 1963). 
instead, he has to be helped to become ready; he must be 
taught how to perceive so that he can learn, and he should 
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first step in any trea- 
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are some common principles which apply to all cases of this 
nature. Brueckner and Bond (1955) list some of these princi- 
ples in the following: 

I — Treatment must be based on a diagnosis. 

2 — The child's personal worth must be considered. 

3 — Corrective treatment must be individualized. 

4 — The program must be well motivated and encouraging to 
the child. 

5 — Materials and exercises must be carefully selected. 
6 — The entire environment of the child must be considered. 

7 — Continuous evaluation must be jnade. 

8 — Sound teaching procedureas must be utilized. 

In all cases of perceptual difficulty teachers should further 
recognize that the problem of the perceptually handicapped 
child is not primarily a problem ofWeding better tests or of 
devisng better p red ictiojAnejt hod J(Keynold, 1965). Different 
things are expected or precTtcte^ 4/ider diverse conditions 
and the main task of teachers should be to choose and to apply 
the most fruitful procedures in each case. 

Kephart (I960) suggests three major principles in teach- 
ing the perceptually handicapped child. The first of these prin- 
ciples is that teaching should be development?.!!/ oriented 
in that the initial body of moto information becomes the 
basis for the more extensive pe ceptual space-time structure 
and, likewise, the perceptual information becomes the basis 
upon which the conceptual structure is built. 

Second!)-, teaching should be directed trvvard the deve- 
lopment of .generalization* by introducing a large number f { ^ 
similar but not identical experiences through variation. Since 
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This interaction is essential for out of it comes a system of direc- 
tional relationships which mast be transferred to outside objects 
'Since the child cannot investigate in a motor fashion all of the 
bojects in his environment, he must learn to investigate them 
perceptually. It is through the perceptual-motor match that 
the child projects motor information onto perceptual inform- 
ation. As he manipulates an object or relationship motorwise 
he observes the perceptual data which he is receiving Throuvh 
a matching of the motor data and the perceptual data these 
two areas come to give him the same information. Through 
such a projection process, the perceptual world comes to be 
organized in the same fashion that the motor world was previo- 
usly organized.However.i mportant in this process of projection 
is the control of the external sense organs, particularly that 
of vision. The child must learn to explore an object with his 
eye in the same way in which he previously explored it with 
his hand, and the exploration witl eyes must reoinforce 
the exploration with the hand^i— ' 

Diagnosis and Tregtrpent^^5?«pt ua l Disabilities: 
Educational Principles:* 

Since no two cases of perceptual difficulty have exactly 
similar causes, no two cases can be treated exactly alike. Every 
child is, in many respects, different from any other ch-ld. Wher- 
eas some children have difficulty speaking, others have problems 
in reading, writing, or arithmetic, while still some some others 
have onlv nonverbal problems. The nature of the educational 
nro.ram' must, therefore, depend upon the severity o. tne 
disorders and the multiplicity of inolvemenw . ihsse prog. am. 
)<\ • should further be differentiated from tutoring in wniow 

teacher provides only supplemental help (Johnson, i^'j- 
Basic to all treatment programs of perceptual disorders 
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integrative process. Thus, memory and learning become more 
than a mere mechanical addition of performances. 

' It follows from this that the experiences of the child must 
be integrated in such a way that the structuring of the organism 
which results will produce a total and logical pattern. Essential 
to the building up of such a structure is consistency of input 
Tnis implies that two identical experiences must not have 
different alterations in the organism . The/ rather, must 
reinforce each other. The external sense organ and the control 
exerted by the child over it must be such that they give consist- 
ent input for similar experiental situations. This is one of the 
most important considerations in the area of perception that 
has a direct bearing on the process of learning. 

It must be further emphasized that major differences exist 
in children at the perceptual level which may materially affect 

their learning . These differences underlie the conceptual level 
and provide tne ba , jc percepts upon whjch cQnc ^^ 

(Wepman, 1964). ^ # 

It may be that the child has^&o^cn difficulty in lin- 
ing to read as he has in seeing the words on the page. It may 
be that he has not so much trouble in understanding arithmet- 
ical reasoning as he does in organizing the steps of the reasoning 



in time. 



For a very large number of children, the learning diffin,l ry 
begins at the early motor stage. The child learns to .-se hk 
motor responses to accomplish certain ends, but he fail, to 
expand or veneralize these motor responses so that chey form 
the oasis of information gathering, in other words. h*» b»* 
leaimed a motor response for a sp-ifk end, but has not develo- 
ped a motor interaction with his environment (&ephart, 1964) 
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Since perceptions pertain to qualities of things and to 
abstract relations between things, they integrate into concepts 
and judgement. The processes of integration and development 
build up the complex constellation of the individual s ideas, 
beliefs, and systems of knowledge where their constant refere- 
nce to an outside reality is always present (Bartley, 1958). 
This is where the essence of knowledge is crucially involved 
and is one of the primary areas dealt with in studying perception 
The Perceptual Process and Leanring: 

Any aspect of the perceptual process cannot be clearly 
viewed without considering the total activity involved since 
all of these aspects operate as a whole and not as separate units. 
After an input pattern has been elaborated throungh the 
integrative process, an output pattern is generated which beco- 
mes an additiona input pattern because of the feedoack .Thus, 
the perceptual process is not a static affair but a continuing 
process that remains active until \ exact adjustment occurs 
between feedback and input (&ephart, I960). Because of th.s. 
we cannot think or>percept^ a^ivjties and motor activities 
as two different icen^nence, in our teaching we cannot sepa- 
rate what parts of the child's activity in any task are perceptual 
and what parts are motor. Many successful teaching programs 
have recognized this fact and have trained all aspects of the 
perceptual process at one time. 

in like manner, we cannot separate the integrative process 
from the total activity, since many past experiences are retained 
in the organism not as separate pieces of information out as 
alterations in the organism itself i:\usseil, i«o,t 

lr ;- -W- effect- of the accumulation of these alterations 
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.L J^ a .^ration of the input which will occur in the 



we of the elaooratson 



I-P 



I 






£■■ ■ 

t 



!■•.■ 
«'■■ 



% 



I 



DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT, AND 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS FOR 
« CHILDREN WITH PERCEPTUAL DISABILITES 

by 

Nazahat Hussein Redha 

Department of Psychology 

Al-Mustansiriyah University 

Baghdad, Iraq 

Introducrion 

Definition of Perception ; 

The process of perception may be simply defined as the 
interpretation of sensory information . Accordingly, sensations 
alone do not carry meaning but mere awareness of sense quality 
When we experience redness, sweetness, smoothness, and 
coldness in eating an apple, we lare : merely experiencing the 
sensations associated with these qualities; but when these 
qualities are interpreted as representing an apple, then we 
have a perception (Seashore, 1924). 

The process may be viewed as one comparable with observln- 

and differentiating; but the term "perception" is usually used 

with reference to complex receptor and neural processes which 

underlie our awareness of ourselves and the world around us 

This involves the mental association of present stimuli with 

memories of past experiences. Aside from this, the term has 

certain behavioral implications. Thus, when we oerc-ive a 

difference between two objects, we behave differently toward ^ 

each of them (Munn, 1951). 



Ul 



<^ 



140 



REFERENCES 



1 — Bolinger, Dwight L. Degree Words. The Hague: Mouton. 

1972. 

2 — Chomsky, Noam, Reflections on Language, William Collins 

Sons and Co Ltd, Glasgow. 1975. 

3 — Greenbaum, Si deny, Studies in English Adverbial Usage, 

London, Longman 1969. 
A — Kastovosky, Dieter, "Intensification and Semantic Analy- 
sis", Foundation of Language, Vol, 14: No, 14, 1976. 

5 — Knowles, John, "The Degree Adverbial", Journal of English 

Linguistics, Vol. 8. March. 1-974. 

6 — Leech, Gheoffery, A Communicative Grammar of English, 
London, Longman Group Ltd., 1978. 



♦♦.♦. 



7 — Quirk, Randolf et al, A Grammar of Contemporary English, 

London, Longman Group Ltd;, 1972. 

8 — House, H. C. and S. E. Harman, Descriptive English Granmmar 

2 nd, ED., New York: Prentice Hall. 1970. 






i"' 

I. 



% 

i- 

'?■"■■ 
f 

V- 



2- 

t 



I 



* 









The diagram shows that "much*' and "very" are in compleme- 
tntary distribution The adjective phrase includes th e modifier 
"very' ' and the head element "much' ' 

The intensifier "much" is commonly used with verbs of liking 
and disliking and wanting. It occurs in final position onlyin 
negative sentenses (See Bolinger 1972, Quirk, 1972): and when 
it is preceded by "very". Compare the following: 

1 — 1 much appreciate your nelp . 

2 — I much admire your cleverness. 
But not, 

3 — I appreciate your help much . 
4 — - I admire your cleverness much , 
Consider the following examples: 
5 — | don't like him very much. 
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6 — I appreciate your help very much. 

7 — ! admire your cleverness very ynuch . 

[ ( \L 

A distinction must be made between "much" as an intensifier 

and "much" as a qualifier, While the former collocates with 

verbs, the latter collocates with nouns as shown below: 

^^^^^ ** ^ ** 
e. g. I like coffee with much miik. 

7™ Conclusion: 

The notion 'Verbal degree intensifier" is used in the present 
paper to mean the modifier cf a verb which is realized either 
as Adf-lv or as an underived intensifier like f "much" and 

i 1 V 

"very") and is dominated bv the same node as that which dom- 
i nates the Manner adverbial, and whose head lexeme is marked 
for the feature (-extent). Traditional grammarians distinguis- 
hed between the two tvpes by assuming that manner adverbiais 
are adjectives having the feature (-qirality)whi le che degree p£ 

adverbiais have the feature (-extent). 
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e. g. He runs to the forest quickly. 

e. g. He quickly runs to the forest. 

. e. g. He forgot her name completely. 

e. g. He completely forgot her name. 

The above comparison indicates that both degree intensi- 
fies and manner adverbials are not distinct distributionally 
or categorically. Besides, the fact that these two types of modi- 
fiers cannot occur in the same sentense is a good justification 
that they are derived from the same source. 

* e.g. He completely forgot to telephone his mother 
quickly. 

The last observation above concerns "!y" degree adverbials 
only i. e. group 2and not I (includug "much" and "very" much). 
Since the latter expression cannot be derived through the 
adjective paraphrase relation, a different source of derivation 
should be sup£3sted in the gramrner. Katz and Postal (1964) 
suggest that such an exoression can be introduced into the 
phrase structure rule with the feature (- extent) 

and can be put under the same node Ad] phr as shown in the 

r y 

tree diagram below : 
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— He badly needs the money. 

— How does he treat her? 

2 — To what extent does he need the money? 

2 — Manner adverbials can occur in three positions, initial, 
pre-verbal and final while degree intensifiers occur in two 
positions only, pre-verbal and final. Compare the following: 

1 — Apparently., he lost nerves, (initial) position) 

2 — He is simply behaving like a fool, (pre-verbal position) 

3 — He answered the question well, (final position) 

4 — I absolutely agree with you. (pre-verbal position) 

5 — He decided to give up completely, (final position) 

In the first three examples we have manner adverbials while 
in the. last two we have degree intensifiers. 

3 — Degree intensifiers and not manner adverbials can contrast 
in alternative negation with "to some extent". 

e. g. He does not need the money badly but he needs it 

f 

tGo certain extent. 



but not. 




. g. He does not treat her badly but he treats h 



er to 



a certain extent. 



4 — Both depree intensifiers and manner adverbials can be 
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derived from the same node which is "adj phrase" as in: 
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and because of that they are subject to the same transformation 
(permutation rule) (Jackendoff, P. 52). 
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C.The extent to which he admires her work is great. 

A.He rejects the suggestion totally. 

B.The extent to which he rejects the suggestion is total. 
C.He rejects the suggestion to a total extent. 
A.I entirely agree with you in this respect. 
B.The extent to which ! agree with you is entire. 
To paraphrase verbal degree intensifiers in the above sent- 
ences, a prepositional phrase must be added to the "S" 
node,' which then forms a relative clause on the subject of 
the main copula clause containing "adj" (Jackendoff, p.70). 
Degree intensifiers and Manner Adverbials : 
It is assumed by transformational grammarians (Knowles, 
p 29) that degree incensifiers reveal certain similarity to the 
manner adverbials in that they ar^.both realized by two differ- 
ent forms; one of them is the "adj-ly" form and the other .s 
a prepositional phrase. f f \Im \ 
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Consider the following examples: 
1— She totally rejects his offer. 

1— She rejects his offer to a total extent. 

2 — She runs quickly. 

2 She runs in a quick manner. 

Yet degree intensifiers can be distinguished from the manner 

adverbials in the following respects: 
I— Manner adverbials unlike dsgrae intensifiers don't have 

the feature (-extent). The former answer the question 

"how?" while the latter answer the question "to what 

extent?" as shown vbelow: 

1 He treats her badly. 
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3— Those which indicate a position near the lower limit of the 
scale like (nearly, slightly and hardly). 

The above classification adopted by the writer has been attem- 
pted by Leech ( 1975, P. 100 ). Since it is impossible to deal 
with all types in this short paper (See p. I), the first two only 
will be discussed. For a more elaborate classification, see Quirk-, 
Greenbaum et al. (1972, p.139) who distinguish the following 
classes of intensive rs: 

Emphasizers (e.g. definitely) 
Intensifiers Amplifiers maximizers (e.g.: completely) 

boosters (e.g. very much ) 

Downtoners compromisers e.g.: kind of 

diminishers e.g.: (partly) 

minimizers e.g. (hardly) 
approximators e.g. (almost) 
S — Derivation : / f \& \ 

The general approach of transformational grammar to 
adverbs including "-ly" intensifiers^ *> to derive°them from 
adjectives in the deep structure i.e. through paraphrase relation;/ 
Yet there are certain intensifiers which cannot undergo the 
paraphrase relations. Such intensifier like ("very" much) must 
be introduced into the surface structure as such but with the 
semmantic feature (- extent) in the base. Thus the term 
in this case cannot be eliminated from the lexicon. 
Consider the following examples: 

I— A. He understands the lecture Perfectly. 

B.He understands the lecture to a perfect extent. 
C. The extent to which he understands the lecture is perfect 
2— A. He greatly admires her work. ^ K 

B.He admires her. work to a great extent. 




135 



1 Value of the Study: 

It has been observed that Iraqi students learning English 
find it difficult to use adverbs in general and degree Intensifies 
in particular. This is due to the fact that Arabic does not have 
a separate category called "adverb". Besides, since there is no 
literal translation in Arabic for degree intensifiers, there must 
be some difficulty in selecting the suitable intensifier when 
translating a text from Arabic into English or vice versa. The 
difficulty is due also to the nature of intensifiers mentioned 
above. Thus knowing the syntactic and semantic propert.es 
of intensifiers might help in solving the problem. 

3 Definition: 

Verbal degree intensifiers are those which denote "extent" 
or "quality" which can be scaled:,or measured by answering 
the question "to what extent^'how much?" (See Bohnger 
1972 Brend and Pike 1970). They are used to intensify adjectives 
adverbs or verbs. When ^intensify the tattel "' they are 



referred to as "verbal-degree irT^ers/'. There are two 
positions only for verbal-degree intensifiers. Some occur ,n a 
ore-verbal position only like "badly", "much" unless preceded 
by "very" and "greatly". Others occur in both pre-verabl 
and final positions such as "perfectly", "completely", "utterly 
"totally" and "entirely". 

Types of verba! Degree Intensifiers : 
Employing "scale" or "quality" of intensification as a sem- 
antic criterion of classification, verbal degree intensifiers can 
be divided into three types: 

I- Those which indicate the highest point on a scale like (com- 
pletely, entirely, absolutely, totally and utterly). 



Those which indicate a relative position on the scale like 
("very" much). 
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| — Introduction : 

Degree intensifies form one of the most complicated 
areas in English language since they are not identical in their 
syntactic and semantic features.To quote Bolinger in this respect: 

"Degree words afford a picture of fevered invention 

and composition that would be hard to come by 

elsewhere for/in their nature they are unsettled " 

Kastorsky refers to this area of language as that which is subject 

to more rapid changes than others^ (P. 380). 

I he present paper is an attempt to examine the syntactic 
and semantic properties of the following verbal degree intensif- 
ies ( badly, completely, entirely, greatly, perfectly, totally 
utterly and "very" much). The reason for choosing only eight 
intensifiers is the following: With a subject matter that is as 
wide m scope as this one, one is bound to make a choice. Either 
one tries to cover all types of intensifiers, but is forced to deal 
with them rather superficially, or one selects some of them 
and is able then to discuss these into some detail, but has also 
to narrow down the scope considerably. We choose for the 
latter option. It is noteworthy that the collocability of each 
of these intensifiers with a certain verb differs from one intens- 
ifier to another, which adds to the complexity of intensifiers. 
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Owing to the fact that language is versatile, there might 
be more than one choice of eradication strategy for an error. 
In this case the learner is helped to find out the most easily 
accessible one. If, however, the learner makes correlation be- 
tween two separate categories, using for example, the pre- 
sent perfect with the past tense, he can first be helped to break 
the correlation; and by providing sufficient data the learner 
can be guided into discovering the rules of each category. 

Diagnosing the learner's errors would help the teacher 
determine what areas in the learner's English need attention 
and how much attention each area deserves. It is through this 
procedure that the foreign language teacher can achieve the 
most ambitious objective, that is to equip the learner wihth 
better abilities to form the rules of the FL, being taught, in 
accurate ways. v v 

# * # ■* 

This paper emphasises that intraiingual and developme- 
ntal errors in FL learning and teaching are significant. The an- 
alysis of this class of errors is greatly valuable in that it leads 
to a greater understanding of the problems that the rl_ lear- 
ner encounters, and assists in the development of better me- 
thodological strategies for the target language. Steps should 
be taken to see that these errors are properly dealt with by 
the teacher in his teaching and pedagogic strategies. !n fact 
this is an irksome task and it can only be persued through 
care, patience and perseverance, Neverthless it has its own 
rewards. 
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to adapt himself to his environment to create his 
own cultural surrounding, and it is through lang- 
uage that he expresses his own cultural life and vi- 
sion. Learning a language is to gain insight into 
the cultural life and vision of a particular nation. ." 
(H. A. Al-Muradi, 1979:1) 

Eradication of Errors: 

Language acquistion is a very complex process which con 
sists of acquiring a host of new rules, categories, systems of 
choices besides many other things. Hence errors are inesca- 
pable throughout the complexity of the FL learning process. 
They are, in fact, evidence of the existence of an "interim gr- 
ammar" evolved by the learner at a particular stage in his pro- 
cess of the acquisition of the FL. 

if we are to help the learner eradicate his errors, it should jea 
waste of time and effert to teach him all things all over again. 
Strategies require that we must first diagnose errors. Then 
we relate them to their sources.^ gating errors to their sou- 
rces will help us decide what data we should provide the lear 
ner with in order to enable him to find out the correct ru- 
les. This procedure can be diagrammatical ly represented as 
follows: 
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Learners often think that pairs such as: 

do, make; lend, borrow; come, go; bring, take; give, take; 

look, see; tell, talk; and the like are synonyms. 

It should be useful to point out that misunderstanding usual- 
ly emerges from premature contrast! ve presentation. 
5- Lack of Complete Socio-Cultural Understanding 
of the Foreign Communtity: 

If we are to teach an FL adequately we should taku into 
account the relatedness of culture and language and to assess 
the importance of the cultural element in FL learning. This 
is so because language is deeply embedded in culture. In fact 
language and culture are so interwoven that any attempt to 
separate them will never succeed, (see Stork & Widdowson 
(1974: 15), Lado (1964: 149), Wilkins (1974: 81) & (1975: 154) 
Brooks (1974: 35). >*%♦: :> Nv 

It has been argued, therefore, that as soon as the learner 
starts to communicate in the FL he will find out that there 

are overtones in the meaning that are not connected with 

i ii i cA^--^v*frZ su-p 

skills, grammar, or lexicon. He may commit errors that are 

either funny or impolite through ignorance of the total sit- 
uation in which language is used. Such errors do not belong 
to any theory of lanvuage, but to a theory of language users. 
The problem as such is therefore, transferred from linguist- 
ics to culture. This amounts to saying that unless the foreign 
language teacher considers the cultural elements of the FL 
thoroughly, the learner will fail to express himself, unders- 
tand and respend to FL easily and naturally: 



an is not merely a creature of instinct but one 
who is a ble Co comprehend and communicate ali 
that is significant to him. He has an inner abilitv 
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The reason for such errors is that the learner interprets the 
verbs "was" and "is" as markers of "past tense" "and" present 
tense" respectively. He also misuses the tenses by using, for 
example, the continuous aspect instead of the simple past nar- 
rative, or the present perfect instead of the simple past, for 
example: 
"be-verb-ing" for "verb-ed" in narrative 

* On Friday thay were doing their homework and they were 
watching the television and after that they were taking a bath. 
Present perfect instead of simple past: 

* She has got up early last night. 

* We have seen him in London last year. 

Some FL textbooks, oftei>: : in their attempt to lay stress 
on the tenses which never exist in the learner's MT, cause a 
multiplication of such errors. ManyWcialists of FL teaching 
confirm the fact that a c^W^hich concentrates too much 
on the main trouble spotT^TfKoyt gaying attention to the 
structures of the FL as awhole, will leave the learner with a 
patchwork of unfruitful and""partiai generalizations. 

Courses may also complicate the teaching of items by 
establishing contrasts between them. For instance "too" and 
"very" create much trouble if they are taught by contrast.lt 
is only reasonable to say that when such items function 
differently it should be safer to teach them separately. 

Contrasting "since" and "for" aiso creates confusion for 
the learner particularly in exercises that require choosing a 
correct Deposition in sentences such as. 

They have been learning English (since/for) 1917. 
She has been in London (since/for) three year. 
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also be a result of imperfect learning processes. 

An example of this source of errors is the learner's diff- 
iculty in producing grammatically correct questions. In his 
written English he may use the statement form as a question 
and vice versa. Richards (1974:177) suggests that the learner's 
incapacity to produce grammatically correct questions may 
be attributed to his almost exclusive interest in communica- 
tion which distracts him from paying attention to the elemen- 
tary grammatical rules of question formation in English. The 
following are some examples of errors in the use of question: 
Omission of "be" before "verb-ing" 

What-he eating? 

* When-Jack going? 

* Why-they coming? 
Omission of **do" 

* What-he says? 

* How long-it takes? 
*. How-he gets it? 

* Why-she goes ear 
Miscellaneous errors 

* Did he shpt late? 

* Please tell me. what 'is his name? 

* How many books-you have? 

* Does she meets her friend? 

4- Falsa Concepts Hypothesized: 











r gradation and unsuitable presentation may lead to 
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* He is speak hrench. 
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I wit! iend you $ 400. Produces: 

* I will borrow you $ 100. 

He said to her. produces: 

* He asked to her. 

She talked to him produces: 

* She conversed to him. 

We can hear him. produces: 

* We can listen him. 

Articles may also be used erroneously by rational ana- 
logy. F. G. French(4) argues that in English, statements such 

as: 

The sDarrow is a small bird, 

i 

Soarrows are small birds, 

i 

ire grammatically correct. Nevertheless, since the statements 
are exactly oarallel, a logical substitute for the FL learner 

may be : /y**W ^\ 

* The sparrows are /small birds. 

(Richards, 1974: 
3- incomplete Application of Rules: 

Incomolete aopiication of rules, which indicates tnat gra- 

i la 

mmatical rules have not yet become a part of the FL learner's 
'comptence' should be a mark of inefficient teaching process. 
Through a faulty presentation of his data, the teacher some- 
times inereases the learner's difficulties in assimilating the 
foreign language rules. Incomplete application of rules can 







(4) Common Errors in English, London, 1949. 

Quoted by Jack C. Richards 1974 in his article: 

" A Non - Contrastive Approach to trror Anaisis" in 






rror Analysis, perspectives on second language ncquisuon, 
London, longman. 
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* information , informations ; 

* salmon , salmons; 

* fife , fives; 

* machinery , machineries ; 

* woman, womans ; etc. 

M. P. Jain suggests (3) that certain generalizations seem 
to be encouraged by particular teaching strategies. Some of 
these strategies, in turn, might be reinforced by the learner's 
age and sociolinguistic situation. 

2- Ignorance of Rule Restrictions: 

The learner may fail to observe the restrictions that some 
FL structures require. For example, he may utter the former 
sentence in the following way: 

* The learner may fail to observe the restrictions that 
some FL structures require them. 

The following examples are of the same grammatically erro- 
neous kind: 

* This is not an easy question which I can answer it. 

* That is the person whom I met him two weeks ago. 
By ending up these defining relative clauses with a pronoun 
the learner is violating a rule restriction in English. Violation 
of rule 'restriction 1 is often caused under the pressure of false 
analogical creation as in: 

Ali shows her the book produces: 

AM explains her the book 

He will tell you everything about it. produces: 

He will say you everything about it. 




* 
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3) In his article 'Error Analysis: Source, Cause and Signifi 
cance' in Richards (1974:193) 
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he will talk 

he will have talked, etc., 

Then he may use them confusedly to produce deviant uttera- 
nces such las : 

* he talk 

*he has talking 

*he has talk 

*he will be talk, etc. 

Another example of overgeneralization is that the learner 
may wrongly infer, from his experience of the regular plural 
forms with endings, -s' or '-es' , that any word ending in *-s' 
or '-es' is a plural from, and therefore the removal of these 
endings wili turn words into singular. For example, he may 
assume 'trousers' and 'scissors' as plural forms of 'trouser' 
and 'scissor' respectively , producing the following utterances: 



* The girls need three more scissors . 



*She wants to buy a scissor . 
Sometimes the learner places numerals before such nouns to 
give the idea of number :— ^ -•* 

*These are two sad news . 

*He used to carry two spectacles with him . 

* in the lift we lost about fifteen clothes 
Based on a fairly high degree of regularity of several 
inflexions the learner may produce many inflexional 
errors such as : 

* mouse, mouses ; 

* buy , buyed 

* hit , hiitad; 

* equipment , equipments; 

* furniture , furnitures : 
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Intralingual and developmental errors which constitute 
the subject of this study can be traced to the following sources 2 

1- Overgeneralization, 

2- Ignorance of rule restrictions, 

3- Incomplete application of rules, 

4- Flase concepts hypothesized, and 

5- Lack of complete socio-cultural understanding of the foregn 
community whose language is being learned. 

I — Overgeneralization : 

Overgeneralization is the inappropriate use of the already 
acquired strategies in some situation through the learner's 
recognition of superficial similarities. The learner may genera- 
lize a specific rule and appiy ic rather indiscriminately to many 
irrelevant cases because of its heavy pressure. He may , for exa- 
mple, omit the '-$' in the third person singular present indica- 

y*****t* \, 
tive : *ne she say, owing to the rule which governs a!! other 

endless forms with the other persons ( Richards, 1974: 174). 
Overgeneralization may also be described as the inter 

y ** *y^ 

ference of the FL structures with one another. The learner 
acquires a variety of grammatical structures, for example : 

he talks 

he is talking 

he has talked 

he has been talking 

he will be talking 



(2) Error analysis being speculative in the ultimate analysis; 
one cannot deny the possibility that in some cases it is 
possible to trace an error to more than one source which 
may be interlingual or lintralinguai- 



mental errors„errors which reflect the learner's competence 
at a particular stage and illustrate some of the general charac- 
teristics of language acquisition. The origin of this class of 
errors is found within the structure of the FL being learned 
and with reference to the strategy by which it is acquired. This 
class of errors can be exemplified by the following deviant 
utterances :, 

*He playing, *They plays, *She may plays, *I can to play, etc. 
Such errors which can be produced by any FL learner may be 
ascribed to the following reasons: 
I - Failure to memorise the correct FL segments, units and 

forms, 
II- Lack of knowledge and experience of the world. This 
kind of errors is referred to as 'referential errors' bec- 
ause the learner does not know how to use linguistic 
forms appropriately for certain bbjects he is dealing 
with. S. Pit Corder explninsi?— 

"When a learner invites us to climb that 'mountain 
with him, and v^Tan sSTofify hills, his knowledge 
is not erroneous or unacceptable, as we have been 
using these terms, but inappropriate... It may, 
of course , also be that his knowledge and experience 
of the world does not include what we call 'mount- 
ains'. In such a case the teaching of language is also 
the teaching of knowledge of the world". 
( S. Pit Corder , 1975 : 280 ) 

111- Imperfect 'competence' of the learner in the FL : Such err- 
ors reflect the learner's 'interim-grammar' , a stage in his 
linguistic evolution in the FL learning process. 
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Intralingual and Developmental Errors 
in Foreign Language Learning With Special 
Emphasis on English Learning and 

Teaching 

By 



HASHIM A. HUSSEIN 



Introduction : 



The learner's deviant utterances in a Foreign Language 
(FL) undeniably exhibit interference from the mother Tongue 
(MT), and it is the job of the contrastive-anaiyst to examine hew 
problematic the learning difficulties caused by negative trans- 
fer^) are. Neverthless, research studies such as Duiay & Burt 
(1975), Richards (1971) and George (1972) have shown that 
not all errors committed by FL learners can be traced back to 
the MT. It is now realised that the role of MT in FL learning 
was for sometime magnified beyond reasonable proportions 
especially in the wake of the heyday of the structuralism of the 
50' s and 60's. &> lO^^^fJ/ 

The studies referred to above have also revealed chat 
contrastive analysis strongly predicts errors at the level of 
phonology.but very weakiy at the level of syntax. One of the 
studies referred to above, a project done on Soanish-En<*lish 
bilingualism made it clear that interfernce from Spanish is not 
a major factor in the way bllinguals construct sentences and 
use the language ( Richards, 1971 : 172 ). All the errors noted 
were not interlanguage, that is th^y were not derived as trans- 
form sfrom MT. Rather they were intralingual and develop 

(I) a term indicating MT interference with tne skills, habits 
and structures of the FL being learned 
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of Miss Temple and Helen Burns. These two characters, first 
give Eyre an example of restraint and self-control. In the Thorn- 
field section jane Eyre is called upon to make use of the good 
qualities she has seen at Lowood. 

After rejecting the passionate demands of Mr. Rochester, 
Jane Eyre has to overcome the demand to asceticism offered 
by St. John Rivers. In terms of the symbolism of the novel she 
has to take a middle-course between the fire of Mr. Rochester 
and the ice of St. John Rivers. At the end of the novel, Jane 
Eyre is able to accept the love of Mr. Rochester which has now 
been tempered by the fire at Thornfield . In the final chapter 
both Mr. Rochester and Jane Eyre have achieved a mature mora! 
position. So the novel ends on a note of calm and quiet happin- 
ess, with the achieved faith of St. John Rivers's final words 
when facing death, constrasting with the human fulfilment of 
the lovers;: rrMll\ 

" 'My Master. ' he says, 'has forewarned me. Daily he anno- 
unces more distinctly, - 'Surely I come quickly;" and hourly 

if / 

I more eagerly respond,-"Amen ; even so come, Lord Jesus !"(34) 
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faithful." (30) in this statement the regular clauses reflect the 
balance of Jane Eyre's mind , which is able to see the weaknesses 
and strengths of St. John Rivers and to form a conclusion about 

him . 

Mr. Rochester's radical change of heart is seen in the sinc- 
ere religious attitudes which he describes to Jane Eyre: 
"Of late, Jane -only of late - i began to see and acknowledge 
the hand of God in my doom. I began to experience remorse, 
repentance; the wish for reconcilent to my Maker. 1 began 
sometimes to pray : very brief prayers they were, but very 
sincere." (3!) He goes on to thank God in a humble way, that is 
the antithesis his earlier passionate, wilful manner : 

" '! thank my Maker, that in the midst of judgement he 
has remembered mercy, i humbly entreat my Redeemer to 
gj ve me strength to lead bencefofimNa purer life than 1 have don 
hitherto !* " (32) . f / ^j>\ 

The ending of the penultimate chapter describing Jane 
Eyre and Mr. Rochester is reminiscent of the description of 
Adam and Eve in Paradise Lost by Milton : 

"We entered the wood, and wended homeward ". (33) Its 
calmness and pastoral language suggests that a good deal of the 
fire and passion has been burnt out' of both characters .' 

The novel Jane Eyre largely deals with morality, both in 
showin? mora! faults in some of the characters and in showing 
r.he mora! development of Jane €yre and also Mr. Rochester. 
People and events affect the development of the main charac- 
ters. in the early stage of Jane Eyre's life the novel is mainly 
concerned with showing the origin of Jane Eyre's passionate. 

a 

who attempt to subdue her. However, in the Lowood section, 

the first beneficial influences on Jane Eyre are seen in the form 
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By the last section of the novel, set at Ferndean , both 
Mr. Rochester and Jane Eyre have changed from what they 
previously were. Mr. Rochester ceases to present the tempta- 
tion of illicit passion for he is no longer a married man and, 
moreover, he has been subdued by the fire at Thornfield so 
that he is now crippled and nearly totally blind, a much meeker 
figure than before. He no longer appears as the Byronic figure 
with the sinful past and the passion-filled present, but as a rat- 
her pitiful person. 

Jane Eyre, too, has changed, although not so radically as 

Mr. Rochester. A gradual process of change has been taking 

place in her throughout the length of the novel. From the rebe- 
llious and passionate child at Gateshead, she has changed to the 
self-controlled and stoical person to be seen at the close. Alth- 
ough she is still passionate and loving in nature, she is able to 

accept what destiny brings. Thus, Jane Eyre can gladly accept 

the duties and chores involved in being the wife of the blind 

and crippled Mr. Rochester, Jane Eyre's maturity would seem 
to be much greater than her mere nineteen years of age would 

suggest as possible. Her final position is seen in the calm and 

fair way in which she speaks about St. John Rivers. Her praise 
for him illustrates the baiance and maturity in her judgement. 

*'He may be stern; he may be exacting ; he may be ambiti- 
ous yet: but his is the sternness of the warrior Greatheart, 
who guards his pilgrim-convoy from the onslaught of Apollyon. 

His is the exaction of the apostle, who speaks but for Chr- 
ist, when he says- * Whosoever wili come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross and follow me/ His is chs ambition 
of the high master-spirit, which aims to fill a place in the first 
rank of those who oxe. redeemed from the eartb-who stand 
without fault before the throne of God; who share the last 
mighty victories of the iamb; who are called, and chosen, and 
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tation is obvious to Jane Eyre, St. John Rivers' offer of marriage 
appears to be a well- motivated one, although in reality it would 
lead to an equally bad result. 

Charlotte Bronte makes use of structural parallels and 
patterned relationships in order to point out similarities betw- 
een St. John and other characters who are more obviously 
wrong-headed. The same family structure of two sisters and 
one brother is seen in the case of both the Reed and Ingram 
families. Thus, a parallel is drawn between the evil of St. John 
Rivers and the more obvious faults to be found in these other 
two families. 

Jane Eyre at last comes to realise the deficiencies of St. 
John's offer of marriage for she knows that her passionate nat- 
ure requires love and that he^annot satisfy her : 

"but as wife - at his side always, and always restrained, 
and always checked-forced to keep the fire of my nature contin- 
ually low, to compel it tc Lfa^Uc riJcSvardly and never utter a cry, 
though the imprisoned flarneconsume^itai after vital- this 
would be unendurable." (IS). She tells St. John Rivers: 

" M scorn your idea of love; ... 1 scorn the counterfeit 
sentiment you offer: yes, St. John, and I scorn you when you 
offer it . {£7). 

There is a parallel between St. John's offer of loveless mar- 
riage ro Jane Eyre and Mr. Rochester's marriage for money to 
Bertha Mason, and his proposed similar marriage to Blanche 
Ingram. Although the former is for religion and the latter ror 

it , both are seen to be squally wrong. In the case of 
marna^e co St. John Rivers, the final result would be that Jane 
Eyre's passionate nature would be reoressea, ano in 
of Mr. Rochester's marriage to Bertha Mason, because no iove 
was involved, eventually Bertha went mad . 
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stringent are they ;inviolate they shall be. If at my individual con- 
venience I might break them.what would be their worth ?"24. 

In the Moor House section of the novel the main figure of 
influence on Jane Eyre's moral development is St. John Rivers 
who in many respects is the opposite of Mr. Rochester. While 
Mr. Rochester tempts Jane Eyre towards unrestrained passion 
St. John Rivers tempts Jane Eyre towards a loveless marriage 
and a life of self-sacrifice . As Kathleen TiNotson points out , 
both Mr. Brocklehurst and St. John Rivers are seen in terms of 
stone, the former as black-marble ( as mentioned above ) and 
the latter as white stone. (25) Thus, although Mr. Brocklehurst 
is the much more obviously evil of the two, a comparison betw- 
een them is implied. 

The main fault in St. John Rjvers is in his lack of response 
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to tna natural world. Ha is pictured in terms of water and ice 
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( as well as stone ). This imagery is used when St. John. Rivers 

visits Jane Evra on a stormv 
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i am co id :no fervour inrects me.' 
Whereas I am hot, and fire dissolves ice.' "(26) As David 
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^aivinss-:. Not only does he wish to sacrifice himself, but he 
is also prepared to sacrifice Jane Eyre to further his egoistic 
Ims. Whereas th-: moral wickedness of Mr, Rochester's tsm>> 






illustrates her arrogance, her cold-bloodedness, and mercenary 
attitude towards marriage . 

t During the whole novel Mr. Rochester presents the most 
formidable temptations to Jane Eyre's moral sense. While his 
love for Jane Eyre is real enough, the temptation to live with 
him as a mistress is one that Jane Eyre must resist. Not only 
must she resist this on moral grounds, but, also, because as a 
mistress she would have eventually become worthless to Mr. 
Rochester, as his three former mistresses has become. In the 
figure of Mr. Pvochester, Jane Eyre must renounce both idolatry 
and physical passion : 

"Terrible moment: full of struggle, blackness, burning ! 
Not a human being that ever lived could wish to be iove< 
than I was loved; and him who thus loved me I absolutely v/ors- 
hioped: and I must renouce !ovs and idol. One drear word 
comprised my intolerable duty-Depart' "'(23). By this stage, 
jane Eyre's mora' maturity is seen by her ability to reject Mr. 
Rochester's temptation. She is now able to put into practice 
the lessons learned from Helen Byrn^-and Miss Temple. Jane 
Eyre's reason for refusing to co-habit with Mr. Rochester is 
not, however, that of bending to the conventions of society 
but rather due the obeying of God's laws. Her final reply to 
Mr. Rochester illustrates this and the putting into practice of 
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there is no temptation : they are for such moments as this 
when bodv and soui rise in mutiny against their vigour 
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to be put into practice. At Thornfield, the major figuer with 
whom Jane Eyre has to content is Mr. Rochester, although 
f Bertha Mason and Blanche Ingram are also of some Importance. 

During the Thornfield episodes, the major temptation to 
Jane Eyre is that of the passion of physical desire. The danger 
of unlicensed passion is imaged in the figure of Bertha Mason, 
who represents the result of this. The end-product of unbrid- 
led passion is seen in the bestial picture of Bertha Mason that 
is revealed after the near-marriage of jane Eyre to Mr. Roch- 
ester : 

"What it was, whether beast or human being-, one could 
not, at first sight, tell: it grovelled, seemingly, on all fours; it 
snatched and growled like some strange wild animal: but it was 
covered with clothing; and a quantity of dark, grizzled hair, 
wild as a mane, hid its head and face." (2!) , and : 

"the clothed hyena rose up, and stood tall on its hind feet 21. 

[. i \ 

While Bertha Mason is an examole of the result of a marri- 



age not brought about by love, Blanche Ingram is an example 
of such a figure before marriage . As with Bertha Mason, Mr. 
Rochester is oreoared to marrv her for money rather than for 
love. The narrator shows a critical attitude towards Blanche 
Ingram for her selfish interest in monetary matters , and her 
pride and condescending attitude to Jane Eyre. Blanche Ingram's 
attitude to marriage is seen in the conversation which Jane 
Eyre overhears : 

41 'Whenever i marry, 'she continued, after a pause which 

none interrupted, M am resolved my husband-shall not h^ a rival, 

j ■ ■ * 

buz a foii to me, I will suffer no competitor near the throne; 
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shared between me and the shape he sees in his mirror. Mr. 
Rochester, now sing, and I will play for you .' "(22)This speech 
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for the emotional Jane Eyre, so that Miss Temole, in face, provi- 
des a better example for Jane Eyre to follow. 

Miss Temple is a major influence on Jane Eyre's moral 
development for uniike Heien Burns, she has human affections, 
which are seen, for example, when she marries. Also ( unlike 
Helen Burns ) she does not meekly accept the wrong-doing 
of others, for she is righteously angry at the manner in which 
Mr. Brocklehurst starves his pupils. By providing both sympa- 
thy and practical help for Jane Eyre and Helen Burns, she gives 
an example of a correct mode of action. Rather than simply 
reacting emotionally against Mr. Brocklehurst, she practically 
helps the objects of his oppression. Just after Mr. Brocklehurst 
has branded Jane Eyre as a liar in front of the class, Miss Temple 
invites Jane Eyre and Helen Burns to her room and after hearing 
Jane Eyre's story agrees to publicy clear her of the accusation 
made by Mr. Brocklehurst. in the cool and rational way in which 
Miss Temple acts on this occasion she provides a useful example 
to Jane Eyre. The heroine acknowledges her debt to Miss Tern- 
p!e when she says : > y 

"From the day she left ! was no longer the same : with her 
was gone every settled feeling, every association that had made 
Lowood in some degree a home to me. ! had imbibed from her 
something of her nature and much of her habits: more harmo- 
nious thoughts, what seemed better regulated feelings had 
become the inmates of my mind. I had given in allegiance to 
duty and order ; I was quiet; i believed i was concent ."(70). 

With the death of Helen Burns and the marriage of Miss 
Temple, Jane Eyre has learned all she can at Lowood School 
and so moves away from that establishment. In the next section 
of the novel, which concerns Jane Eyre's residence at Thorn- 
field, some of the moral lessons learned at Lowood School have 
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the undernourishment of the pupils in his Lovvood School: 
"The two younger of the trio (fine girls of sixteen and seven- 
teen) had gray beaver hats, then in fashion, shaded with ostr- 
ich plumes, and from under the brim of this graceful head- 
dress fell a profusion of light tresses, elaborately curied; the 
elder lady was enveloped in a costly velvet shawl, trimmed 
with ermine, and she wore a false front of French curis."(l6) 

While Mr. Brocklehurst is important in the Lowood section 

because of his hypocrisy and injustice, as an influence on Jane 
Eyre's development he is less important than Helen Burns and 
Miss Temple. Helen Sums gives Jane Eyre an example of endur- 
ance and patience which she requires later on in her life. Helen 
Burns is skilfully introduced in the novel, sitting reading a copy 
of Rassdas, a story with the theme of stoicism. Her patience is 
illustrated by her refusal ( unlike Jane Eyre ) to react against 
the punishments imposed on her. After the occasion when she 
is whipped in front of the class without reacting emtionaily, 
Jane Eyre comments to heruthat h adj she been in her position 
she would have snaoDed the birch-rods : 

And if I were in your place I should dislike her : i should 

resist her ; if she struck me with that rod , 1 should get it from 
her hand ; I should break it under her nose .' "(!7)Helen Burns's 
doctrines are seen in the following two remarks that she makes, 
firstly : 

it is not violence that best overcomes hate-nor vengeance 
that most certainly heals injury. ' "(18) , and secondly : 
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is to be admired, yet, it is not a way of life that Jane tyre can 
adopt herself, its rejection of human love, makes it inadequate 
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Mr. Brocklehurst is a type of Calvinist, and the un naturalness 
of his religion is illustrated in the incident where he decries 
against Julia Severn's curls: 
'"Julia's hair curls naturally,' returned Miss Temple, still more 

quietly. 

'Naturally! Yes but we are not to conform to nature: I wish 
these iris to be the children of Grace : and why that abund- 
ance? I have again and again intimated that I desire the hair to 
be arranged closely, modestly, plainly Miss Temple, that girl's 
hair must be cut off entirely; I will send a barber to- morrow : 
and I see others who have far too much of the excrescence. (14) 
Mr . Brocklehurst's attempt to impose his ideas upon nature 
illustrates the perverted nature of his mind, also to be seen 
in his periphrastic reference to the hair by the word 



excrescence". .♦:♦. 



Not only is Mr. Brocklehurst criticised for ms Calvinis- 
tic attitudes and his pomposity, but alsoNfor his hypocrisy, seen 
in his adoption of double standards. While in his dealinge with 
the pupils at Lowood School his plan is,.../ 
"not to accustom them to^bit^P^ury and indulgence, 
but to render them hardy, patient, self- denying. Should any 
little accidental disappointment of the appetite occur, such 
as the spoiling of a rneai, the under or the over dressing of a 
dish, the incident ought not to be neutralized by replacing 
with something more delicate the comfort lost, thus pamper 
ing the body and obviating the aim of this institution; it ought 
to be improved to the spiritual edification of the pupils, by 
encouraging them to evince .fortitude under tne temporary 
privatioR."(S5)When it comes to his family and himself this 
asceticism is no longer applied. The sight of Mr. Brocklehurs- 
t's daughter looking pampered and well- fed, contrasts with 



104 






Jane Eyre is victorious, "I was left there alone- winner of the 
field."(l l)Her sense of guilt indicates that she, herself, is not 
completely in the right. Charlotte Bronte writes: 

"A child cannot quarrel with its elders, as I had done; cannot 
give its furious feelings uncontrolled play, as I had given minel 
without experiencing afterwards the-pang of remorse and the 
chill of reaction. In this scene there is the situation where 
Jane Eyre is morally right in her conclusions, but her unchri- 
stian approach is wrong. While Mrs. Reed's lack of sympathy 
and iove justify Jane Eyre's remarks, there is also a lack of sym- 
ptahy in her own harsh judgements. 

Mr. Brocklehurst is first introduced near the end of the 
Gateshead chapters. Unlike Mrs. Reed, he is seen as a partly 
comic figure. His deficiencies are revealed in the words and 
behaviour noted by the over-literal child, Jane Eyre. In the 
dialogue about Hell, the absurdity of Mr. Brocklehurst's ideas 
is seen. His account of the littleNboy who knew six Psalms: 
'"No? oh .shocking! i have a littlejboy, younger than you, who 
knows six Psalms by heart; and when you ask him which he 
would rather have, a gingerbread-nut to eat, or a verse of a 
Psalm to learn, he says; "Oh !the verse of a Psalm! Angels 

o 

sing Psalms;" says he," I wish to be a little angel here below;" 
he then gets two nuts in recompense for his infant-piety."(l3) 
reveals his confusion of piety and materialism. However, the 
comic descriptions of his physical features and mannerisms 
involve a different approach from that used for Mrs. Reed. 

Mr. Brocklehurst appears again, later on in the Lowood 
chapters. During Jane Eyres time at Lowood, Mr. Brockleh- 
urst is the major figure of oppression. Charlotte Bronte supp- 
lies an image of black marble for him, to indicate his emotio- 
nal frigidity and coldness towards the children in his school. 
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and too unchristian. In the Cateshead section of the novel the 

immaturity of Jane Eyre' s moral sense is indicated at a number 

of stages, for example her reaction to the possibility of poverty 

is seen to be too arrogant when compared to her later mature 

reactions: 

*"No; I should not like to belong to poor people, ' was my 

reply. 'Not even if they were kind to you? 

I shook my hand."(7)On this occasion, the wrongness of 

Jane Eyre's reply is pointed out by the intrusion of the mature 

voice: "I reflected. Poverty looks grim to grown people; still 

more so to children: they have not much idea of industrious, j 

working, respectable poverty; they think of the word only as | 

connected with ragged clothes, scanty food, fireless grates, j 

rude manners and debasing vices^poverty for me was synony- | 

mous with degradation. "( 8 )/S ;: V\ \ 

An important stage in the moral development of Jane I 

Eyre and an attack on the atmudes^ Mrs. Reed, her mam | 

oppressor at Cateshead, are combined at ope point- u^ s.ct { 

ion where Jane Eyre confronts Mrs. Reed. In three stinging j 

but truthful speeches Jane Eyre tells Mrs. Reed what she thin- j 

ksof her. Beginning with: ! "l am not deceitful: if I were, I sho- j 

uld say I loved you; but I declare, 1 do not love you: I dislike j 

you the worst of anybody in the world except John &eed ; j 

and this book about the liar, you may give to your girl, Georg- j 

iana, for it is she who tells lies, and not I' "(9)Jane Eyre procee- j 

ds to the conclusion that: j 

"People think you a good woman, but you are bad; hard-hea- j 

reed. You are deceitful: {\0)\n -tnii ^nnOii^uo,,, ...,^i *-«.--. . j 

agrees with Jane Eyre's ideas and conclusion bus, nevertheless, j 

the mature Jane Eyre cannot whole-heartedly support the j 

manner in which these statements are presented. Although j 



attitude: "1 was a discord in Cateshead-hall: I was like nobody 
there: i had nothing in harmony with Mrs. Reed or her chil- 
dren, or her chosen vassalage. If they did not love me, in fact, 
asjittle did I love them. They were not bound to regard with 
affection a thing that could not sympathize with one° amongst 
them ; a heterogeneous thing, in temperament, in capacity, 
in propensities ; a uesiess thing .incapable of serving their 
interest,or adding to their pleasure ;a noxious thing.cherishlng 
the germs of indignation at their treatment, of contempt 
of their judgement." (4) By including this later judgement of 
maturity, Charlotte Bronte intensifies the reader' s awareness 
of Jane Eyre* s sufferings, because no relief is allowed to the 
reader in loathing her tormentor . The scene establishes a 
moral attitude towards Mrs . Reed , and Charlotte Bronte 
mikes a greater claim on the reader than just needing to 
sympathise with Jane Eyre . Peter Cove ney makes the point 
that such a mora! possfisQmu sua! in a novel about a child. He 
compares the situation in Jane Efre with that in David Coppe- 
rfield (5) where the Murdstones become mere grotesques 
because tn^. rsaderiT-fTe ver_ as UM to morally consider them. 
Mr. Murdstone degenerates 'into a comic figure with his bu- 
ying of a marriage licence for his second wife. 

Charlotte Bronte's fusion of childhood and adult voices 
gives the reader the sense that a fair picture is being <?iven of 
-nose characters who come in hr mora! attack. The passage 
beginning: "I was a discord ... judgement." (Syndicates that 
uiianotta Bronte is not only critical of these other characters 
vco or jane tyre herself, tier childhood 'reactions, akhou- 
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"Serious questions about life and morals are constantly being 
posed in the midst of the romantic and Gothic situations , How 
is one to live within the situation in which God has placed one? 
How does one suffer tyranny, cruelty ? How does one control 
strong emotion ? How does one live in barren circumstances ? 
How does one keep one's religious and moral intergrity, while 
still satisfying the individual sense of justies and. right. 

Does one rebel, as the young Jane does? accept with 
Christian meekness as Helen does? become a liar and hypocrite 
for the sake of a piece of gingerbread? control one's passions 
to obey Cod's precepts no matter what the personal cost? (2) 
in Jans Eyre's early childhood 'at Gateshead she is seen as 

the victim of various abuses brought about particularly by 
Mrs. Reed and her son John. In this section the- main charact- 
ers whose actions and attitudes are attacked, are Mrs. Reed 
and Mr. BrockJehurst. The cruelty and meanness of Mrs. Reed 
and the self-righteousness andLbrutalityl of Mr. Brockieburst 
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is an interesting one In showing moral attitudes towards Mrs. 
Reed. The reaction of the young Jane to this cruel treatment 
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MORALITY IN JANE EYRE 

Mahrnoud Fadhil AL- Khafaji., M,A, 

EngHsh Departmnt 
College of Arts 
University of AI- Mustansirayah * 




In the preface to the second edition of Jane Eyre is found 
a very important section on conventionality and morality and 
the differences between them : 

"Conventionality is not morality. Self-righteousness is not 
religion. To attack the first is not to assail the last* To pluck 
the mask from the face of the Pharisee, is noc to lift an impious 
hand to the Crown of Thorns/' (l)This preface , which was wri 
tten to counteract certain attacks made on the novel, shows 
the importance which Charlotte Bronte" attached to the theme 
of morality in the book 

Jane Fyre is an attack upon the hypocrisy of certain charac- 
teristic sorts of Persons, in this essay I shall examine the way 
in which hypocrisy is unveiled in the case of a number of the 
characters, and the development of a correct moral attitude as 
seen on the part of the heroine. The novel-as a whole presents 
the picture of a rebellious heroine confronting the self-right- 
eousness and hyoocrlsy of many of those with whom she comes 
into contact , and so the approach of this study wiil be a chrono- 
logical one examining Jane Eyre's orogress from childhood to 
marriage. 
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but it has a supernaturalizing effect upon the objects. It has 
a transforming power, it transforms objects by endowing or 
'abstracting and thus create a new existence which acts upon the 
mind, and excites a feeling analogous to the supernatural . It 
transforms objects and landscape as well when guided by judge- 
ment. It plays a leading role in the process of artistic creation, 
shaping, forming and molding the used material. It is a faculty 
whereby things are lost in each other and limits vanish. It is 
a power and an authority but It is Protected and guided by inte- 
llect. It is a faculty which can produce impressive effect out of 
simple elements. It can give a vision of paradise out of a common 
day . It is indispensable to the reader just as it is indispensibje 
to the poet. 

The poet is an observer. He should obsereve things as they 



♦ ♦ ♦ 



are and communicate them with fidelity. But his observation 
should be charged with feeling, or conditioned by the power 
of response, because what should be communicated is not the 
visual impact of the scene, butt he emotional impact. Imagina- 
tion is instigated by feeling. To experience such a feeling the 
poet should have sensibility. The latter means surrender of the 
mind to nature. The mind of man gains wisdom when it surren- 
ders completely to nature, it is unified with nature. It is the 
mirror of the properties of nature. They are adapted to each 
other. Man is the image of nature. There is correspondence 
between the two. So, the creation of poetry imitates the action 
of creative power in the visible world. 
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There is also a shift in his concept of imagination. The 
notion preached in the Preface and the related essays is that 
imagination is a God-like faculty . At an earlier date the mind 
is exalted by the sense of God. 

At an early date, Wordsworth condemned artifice but he 
learned later on how to distinguish between art-and artifice, 
giving the poet the right to transform the language of men. 

In addition to that, there is a shift from-the emphasis of the 
spontaneous response to the feeling that springs from the mind 
as well as the heart together with an emphasis of the necessity 
of a more powerful exercise of the mind. 

Beside these shifts in attitude concerning certain notions, 
the reader, of Wordsworth's records in question discovers 
contradictions like his contradictions regarding the difference 
between prose and metrical composition. In his early Preface 
there is a hint to the effect that the language of poetry must 
have distinctive characteristics. Meter and selection are then 
emphasized to distinguish poetry from ordinary speech. This 
idea has also been emph«lzedlMW >J«j6n of 1802 . But both 
versions assert that therVfc^T^Mial difference between 
the language of prose and metrical composition. However, 
Wordsworth did not stick to this opinion in later years.. 

As a romantic theorist, -Wordsworth's views on imagina- 
tion are of great importance to the student of romantic poetry. 
They could be summed up as follows: Imagination is a divine 
faculty or a God-like faculty, its exercise is a God-like function 
of the soui. it is a word of higher import denoting operations 
of the mind upon objects and processes of creation of composi- 
tions governed by fixed laws. The work produced by imagina- 
tion encorporates the energy of nature, therefore, it is indestru- 
ctable. It does not require the intervention of the supernatural, 
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We have already seen that Wordsworth was not original 

in some of his proposions, whereas he was the first to preach 

c others. But what remains worthy of consideration is whether 

or not he stuck to what he had advocated throughout his Ion? 

career as apoet . 

Shifts in attitude have been detected in the examined 
records. One instance is his attitude toward the role of the poet 
in the process of poetic creation. In the Preface of 1800 the pass- 
ive role is emphasized . Response to nature should be spontan- 
eous, unrestrained and unsmothery. At a later date Word- 
sworth stressed the empassioned observation, and selective 
influence of the memory. In other words, artistic control over- 
balances natural response. For this reason, Miss Barstow found 
while studing Wordsworth's poetis diction that his language 
is the result of conscious art as that of 'Paradise Lost' 

Another instance of a shift in attitude is when Wordsworth 
first assumed that the poet's busings is to unite all men with 
passion and knowledge, which nleans that the poet must have 
an exceptional c^p^t^^d^rtik^uch a task, in the Preface 
of 1800 and the Append i^M^.-tfi considers the poet as 
a superior being whereas in the version of 1815, he emphasizes 
normality of poetic genius admitting that all men are identical 
at heart. 

A third instance of a shift in attitude is that which concerns 
Wordsworth's audience. The shift raged from passing from 
the fallible voice- of the pubic to the voice of the people, and 
then from the rustic reader to the student of poetry. There 
is even a shift in mood from that of s timid ncot who be^san 
acceptance or his art to the mood of a man of confidence who 
cries lo clear and snaps nis road. 
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the figures of speech. They are accepted when they embody 
the feeling and are natural, but they are rejected as ornaments, 
or- when mechanically applied, because, as such, they create 
false poetry. Wordsworth approved the writings of the classical 
poets, who wrote from passion excited by real events. He rejec- 
ted the neo-classical poets for using eighteenth-century language 
with a!! its peculiarities, and for their adherence to specially 
poetic conventions which characterize art . 

The second contribution of Wordsworth is turning to 
feelings and thoehts of rustic and humble people whom he con- 
sidered as appropriate for serious poetry as others of higher 
rank. This preference is an indication that Wordsworth had 
concerned himself with the feelings-and thoughts which could 
be held as those of mankind, being so general-and shared by th 

■ 

majority of people. 



By emphasizing the notion previously advocated by Beattie, 
that the end of poetry is tofgif/e pleasure by imitating nature 
and that the language of poetry must be an imitation of the 
lan^uao-e of nature, Wordsworth proved that diction is more 

important to poetry than-pfot, character or other elements. 
Wordsworth is also considered the liberator of subject 
matter, because he was the first one to announce that, "The 
honourable characteristic of poetry is that its materials are to 
be found in every in subject which can interest the human mind." 
( PW, II, 383S ) 

Another contribution of Wordsworth is that which was 
discovered by John Stewart Hill.' He admits that the one who 
converses with Wordsworth gets convinced that he has advan- 
ced his subject beyond any other man, by his high, power of 
generalization and habits of meditation on its principles. Word- 
sworth believed that meditations direct and modify our reelings 
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the concept of imagination, especially their conviction that 
there is correspondence between nature and the human mind, 
and that because of this correspondence they believed that 
the creation of poetry imitates the act of the creative power 
in the visible world. Coleridge called the mind "the image of 
the creation". 

Furthermore, their plan to divide the task of writing "The 
Lyrical Ballads" between them, so that Coleridge would depict 
"persons .... romantic," but would "credibilize" these "shad- 
ows of imagination," and that Wordsworth would "give the 
charm of novelty ....", this plan was based on their conviction 
that the two cardinal points of poetry are "the power of exciting 
the sympathy of the reader by a faithful adherence to the truth 
of nature, and the power of giving the interest of novelty by 
the modifing colour of imagination" (BL, II, 5). 

Wordsworth's indebtedness to the rest has already been 
discussed. So, the reader gets convinced that it wasn't Words- 
worth who first advocated the notions that, poetry is the lang- 
uage of passion or enlivened imagination, that it should be wri- 
tten in simple language, that this simple language is the langu- 
age of nature , that the end of potery is to give pleasure, that 
passion is one of many factors determining the propriety of 
diction, that the feeling of the poet should overflow spontane- 
ously, that the born poet is a man of-an exceptional sensibility,. 
etc. All these notions have been stressed by his predecessors 
and adopted by him beside many others. But those other noti- 
ons are Wordsworth's contributions as a theorist. 

Wordsworth was the first romantic poet to declare him- 
self for nature, when he announced the triumph of nature over 
art. In other words, he was the first to reject art in the neo- 
classical sense of the term. This does not mean rejection of the 
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fines imagination or fancy "as the power which calls up ideas 
and trains of ideas in a vivid manner, and without regard to 
jheir former actual impressions and perceptions. (65) Words- 
worth disagrees with William Taylor who in his "English Syn- 
onyms Discriminated (1813) says, "Imagination is the power 
of depicting by which a man can distinctly copy in idea the 
impressions of sense (PW, II, 435). Wordsworth's position is 
something else. "Imagination," he writes, "...has no referen- 
ce to images, that are merely a faithful copy existing in the 
mind of absent external objects; but is a word of higher im- 
port, denoting operations of the mind upon those objects, 
and processes of creation of composition, governed by cert- 
ain fixed laws" (PW, II, 436). 

After this brief survey of the eighteenth century 
currents of thoughts, that were prevailing before the publicat- 
ion of "The Lyrical Ballads'^nd the revolutionary contributions 
brought about by Wordsworth's prededessors, and after the 
examination of the propositions laid down by Wordsworth 
in his sound Literary treatise i. e. '^The. Preface" of 1800, toget- 
her with the "Appendix" of 1802 and the comments to the 
same effect, scattered in his letters, essays and recorded fragm- 
ents of conversation, several conclusion could be drawn. 

One of these conclusions is that Wordsworth is certainly 
indebted to his predecessors like Beattie, Blair, Enfield, Burns, 
Hartley, Coleridge and others. But, he is mainly indebted to 
Coleridge. He collaborated with him in "The Lyrical Ballads", 
and probably got an access to some written notes by him. Besi- 
des, Wordsworth's diction indicates that he must have adopted 
the theory of the universal ianguges preached by Coleridge, 
as has been proved by Miss Barstow in her study of Wordswo- 
rth's Poetic diction, in addition to that, they shared views on 



9fi 



speaks of rustic people as a kind of emotional Utopia, where 
the hearts essential passions are simple, unrestrained and na- 
ture bred (PW, II, 386-387). 

In his letter to Wilson, Wordsworth says that the best ju- 
dges of poetry are "men who have never known false refin- 
ement, wayward and artificial desires, false criticism, effem- 
inate habits of thinking and feeling." (EY, 355). Gradually Wo- 
rdsworth's fondness of rustic reader disappeared and he pr- 
eferred the student of poetry. In the preface, he had cited Re- 
ynolds on the subject of taste, reminding his audience that 
a critical acumen is "an acquired talent" (PW, II, 403). But the 
essay of 1815 demands more. It requires "natural sensibility 
cultivated with careful study. (PW, Si, 413). 

Heffernan thinks that Wordsworth's elevation of his sta- 
ndard for the idea! reader caused him to repudiate his pop- 
ularity as a criterion of poetic value. As he is convinced that 

■ 

sensibility is a superior gift and that poetry is the vehicle of 






an extraordinary passion, he got more convinced that poetic 
appreciation is the property of the few. (64) Wordsorch must 
have realized at last how sound is Milton's conviction that the 
poet of truly original genius "must reconcile himself for a se- 
ason to few and scattered hearers" (W, II, 429). 

Wordsworth's rejection of taste as an aesthetic crit 
on, then, is justified, because it implies passivity. Wordswor- 
th wants his reader to cooperate with him, usin? the oovver 
in his mind . This power is stressed in his preface ^ \Q\S as 
the basic principle. He believes that it is in the exercise of mi- 
nd on matter that imagination best reveals itself. 

Unlike his predecessors, Wordsworth rejected the no- 
tion that imagination merely produces idease,:.e., mentai pic- 
tures of faithfully remembered sense impression. Hartley de- 
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man nature as it now exists, because a great portion of the 
reading public has been perverted by 'false refinement' and 
'artificiacl desires'"(62)A great poet therefore, instead of con- 
forming himself to, ought rather 

"To rectify men's feelings to give them new com- 
positions of feeling, to render their feelings more 
sane, pure, and permanent, in short, more con- 
stant to nature." (63) 
On such grounds as these Wordsworth writes in his conclus- 
ion to his preface of 1800, he beiieves that fulfillment of his 
aim would produce 'genuine poetry, 'in its nature well adap- 
ted to interest mankind permanently'. Fifteen years iater, co- 
ntinuous criticism of his poetry motivated him to draw a di- 
stinction between' the passing and fallible voice of the publ- 
ic', and that centra! and universal norm which emerges thro- 
ugh time as' the voice of the people'. 

In his letter to Wilson, Wordsworth makes it clear that 
the duty of the poet to please does no> qblige him togratify 
the taste of his readers. ti^tg^gpifJ/ 

In the preface of 1800, Wordsowrth assigns to the oet 
the burden of unitng all men"by passion and knowledge" 
PW, II, 396).To take up such a burden requires an exception- 
al power. The 1815 version advocates the normality of poe- 
tic genius-the assumption that all men are identical at heart 
(CPW, ii, 398). But y/henWcrdsworth attained maturity, he ca- 
me to grasp the complexity of human passion and to realise 
that commonplace thoughts are incompatible with human 
cession (MY, Ii, 614). This shift in attituds affected his attit- 
ude toward the public. As he develops the view that poetic 
passion is something extraordinary, his concept of the ideal 
audience for poetry grows more exclusive. In the preface he 
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Unlike the other theorists before him, Wordsworth fac- 
ed the difficulty of trying to justify his own poetic principles 
and practice against the indeference or adverse judgement 
of the great majority of his readers The n eo-c I ass i cist before 
him came to realize that reliance upon the voice of men in 
general comes into conflict with his own cultivated prefere- 
nce. Johnson was bold enough to acknowledge public taste. 
But other critics did not only reject and ignore the concen- 
sus of their time and place in favor of the concensus of the ag- 
es, but they discredited all but a few men as competent to sp- 
eak for man in general. 

Lord Karnes argues in his "Elements of Criticism" that 
What is uniform among men is, "not only invariable, but also 
perfect, or right..." But to determine the standard of taste 
'common to the species', we cannot 'rely on a local or tran- 
sitory taste; but on what is the most general and the most 
lasting among polite nations. Jnj consequence, not only an 
'savages' to be disfranchised, but also 'those who depend for 
food on odily labour/as ^well as another men who 'by cor- 
rupted taste are unqualified for voting. The common sense 
of mankind must then be confined to the few that fall under 
of mankind must then be confined to the few that fall under 
these exceptions"^ I) Though Wordsworth employs a ration- 
ale of exclusion as Abrams argues in "The Mirror and The La- 
mp", yet he reverse es bias by looking toward, rather 
than away from 'those who depend for food on bodily labo- 
ur' as the best practical index to the general sense of mankind 

To support his viewpoint, Abrams quotes Wordsworth's 
letter to Christopher North in which he says that poetry mu- 
st please 'human nature as it has been and ever will be,' but 
to Abrams, "this is very poorly represented by much of hu- 
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Imagination is as indispensable to the reader as it is to 
the artist.Wordsworth was mature enough to realize that th- 
ere could be no art without imaginative and responsive aud- 
ience In his preface of 1800 his main concern was to carry out 
an acceptance of his art, to find a reader who would greet his 
new poetry and abandon "feelings of strangeness and awkw- 
ardness" and to convince the reader that poetry is not res- 
tri-ted to "certain known habits of associations (PW, JW, 
385) But in the later years his task is defined as "to clear and 
often to shape his own road:-he will be in the condition of 
Hannibal among the Alps" (PW, II, 426). For this he needed 
the full cooperation of his audience. 

In 1 807, Wordsworth declared that the voice of his poe- 
try could not be heard "without imagination" (MY, I, 126). 
The ideal reader to him is the one "who is capable of an act 
of ap P erce P tion"says WLecke, "similar to what the poet pre- 
sumably experienced in endUng by a 'certain colouring of 
imagination' the humblest ^3% and situations from co- 
m mon life' with an • unusual aspect " For the ideal end of a 
poem is to induce in the reader "the structure of consciou- 
sness that makes it possible for the mean and trivial to appe- 
a - , u blime."(60)Wordsworth's conviction then, seems to be 
, nt the language of an intelligent observer ought to be pas- 
Xo an intelligent and sympathetic reader. We have seen 
ac fi ,-c t now Wordsworth felt that he must apologize to his re- 
ader for avoiding certain expressions, because he could not 
"overoower" the associations conventionally attached to th- 
em But later on, when he felt more confident in controlling 
hi< words, he became bold enough to accuse those who cou- 
ld not understand him of lack of knowledge. 

The question raised at this point is who is the ideal rea- 
der to Wordsworth? Is he actually the one who is capable ot 
an act of apperception, inWLecke's terms? 



ion or the modifying power as a "Dim analogue of creation" 
(LC, II, 1034). One year before that date, Wordsworth said 
' in Book II of The prelude' that the infant is a creator of the 
world about him, operating on it like "an agent of the one 
great mind" (II, 272-273). This operation is the first poetic 
spirit of our human life (II, 275-276). 

The poet, like the infant must imitate the living power 
manifest in nature herself; the exercise of imagination, then 
becomes a God- Like [function] of the soul. According to 
Wordsworth, the work produced by the poet to reflect the 
influence of the objects of nature on his heart and mind is "a 
power like one of Nature's" (XII, 289, 312), because these ob- 
jects are indestructabie. Therefore, the energy of nature is 
incorporated in the poet's wo.rk. He finds an" analogy betw- 
een the poem and a tree. They are identical in form and in the 
sort of energy that produced theseVorms" You feel strongly 
trust to those feelings, and [your poem will take its shape arid 
proportions as a tree does from the vital -principle that act- 
uates it" (LY, I, 537)^ewjc^ptall kngcht argues in this re- 
gard that Wordsworth often tR6ughV of man as a spectator 
to the artistry of nature. 

Wordsworth suggests, at various places, that the human 
imagination is "a god-iike" faculty. But in the Far]/ vision 
of 'The pre!ude\ he differntiates between the two/when he 
states that the mind of man is exalted by" the sense of God." 
(XI!!, 72). Hefferr.an believes that Wordsworth finds in nature 
a "Power" which behaves the h^man 
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its with higher minds. This of course, explains why the wo- 
rds creative , "imaginative" and "poetic" are inr*'v^r^ 
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eable in Wordsworth's vocabulary. 






pped the imaginative structure of the poem of which the forma- 
tion of images is an organic part, and is being less fair with him- 
salf. Because less than a dacade before Wordsworth wrote the 
Preface, his imagination in the 'Immortality Ode' had taken 
much more radical and architectural role of reorganising the 
whole perception of memory. Prickett believes that it is in 
this discrepancy detween practice and theory that Coleridge's 
criticism of Wordsworth began. (59) 

A short time ago, ! alluded to the fact that Wordsworth 
is a worshipper of nature. A poet usually seeks to create for 
his readers the kind of impression that nature has made upon- 
hirn.But if he has an exceptional sensibility like Wordsworth, 
part of this impression is certainly of his own making. Wordsw- 
orth's treatment of his experience on the '.Peak of Snowdon' 
has an extraordinary impact as it serves as a model for imaginative 
transformation . Wordsworth's concept of imagination as 
apovver is based on his belief that nature provides a model 
for the creative transformation wrought by man. Considering 
nature a <?uide and an authority is fundamental to his conception 
of imagination. — • 

There is harmony between nature and the mind of man. 
In 1802, Wordsworth wrote that the poet "Considers man 
and nature as essentially adapted to each other, and the mi- 
nd of man as naturally the mirror of the fairest and. most int- 
eresting properties of nature." (?W, II, 396) which means that 
■man is the image of nature and that there is correspcndance 
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creative power m t.'-e visjose 'Vu:^. v-ui-..- 
ideas and in 1 80 1 he calied the mind "the image of the crea- 
tion." (LC, H, 709). Three years later, he described imaginat- 
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WLecke's argument is convincing. We are invited by Word- 
sworth to relive with him his wonderful past experience when 
he was fascinated by the melody of the "Highland lass" reaping 
and singing to her self. She was unified With that beautiful 
atmosphere. She was no longer a female to him but a source 
of fascinating melody, which was so overwhelming that it had 
filled the deep valley and gone as far as "Hebrides". The poet 
experienced a sense of a spirit far-diffused as he felt quite elated 

The episode of the boat in Wordsworth's 'Prelude' , Book 
I, is another important spot of time which is recollected by 
Wordsworth . These recollected emotions gave WLecke 
the conviction that the highest function of recollection for 
Wordsworth is to induce a state of sublime self-consciousness 
out of which the creative activity of imagination might proceed. 
Memory he says, is "the means whereby the poet might recover 
a visionary sense of his identity as a poet, a means of return 
through the past to his visionary possibilities in the present. (57) 

Another conception of imagination that could probably be 
held by Wordsworth is that suggested by Stephen Prickett in 
his article entitled "Wordsworth's Un-Coleridgean Imagination" 
He tells us that in his Preface, of 1915, Wordsworth seems to 
be thinking of the imagination as an agent, modifying images 
by comparison: "the processes of imagination are carried on 
either by conferring additional properties upon an object or 
abstracting from it those which it actually possesses, and thus 
enabling it to react upon the mind which hath performed the 
prbcessjike a new existence. "(58)To illustrate the idea further 
Prickett reminds us of Wordsworth's description of the 'Leech 
Gatherer' as a "huge stone" in which Pricketc chinks Wordsw- 
orth has lowered down the imagination to a technique of image 
formation. By doing this, he thinks, Wordsworth has sidestep- 
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uently, the noisy years come to seem but "moments" in the 
being of the eternal silence. And any phenomenon within those 
noisy years, even the humblest flower blossoming toward its 
own extinction, can become mysteriously suggestive of the 
"eternal silence", that could be detected in the depth of subject- 

tivity.(54) 

But how does the faculty of imagination alter the sense 

| of time and place? WLecke reminds us of Wordsworth's obser- 

I vation that imagination deals with objects not as they are, but 

I as they appear to the mind of the poet.(55)With this observat- 

| ion in mind WLecke presumes that places in Wordsworth's 

1 poetry depend for their poetic appearance upon a mind capable 

J of act of sublime self-consciousness. Acts in which limits spatial, 

J or otherwise, are felt to be vanishing. The same thing applies 

3 to time, 'Thus the sense of self-expansion outward into space," 

I he argues,"is paralleled and accompanied by a sense of the 

1 self's expansion backward and forward in time."He adds that 

I sublime self-consciousness evokes a sense of self that is "far 

1 a V diffused" throughout time as well as space, in both dimentions 

I /M consciousness feels itself to be much more than a "punctual 

| presence. "(56) 

I The song of the 'Solitary Reaper' is an expression of that 

1 spreading and expansion embodied in the spatialized sound 

that spreads and expands like the growing body of water. The 
powerful feeling that overflowed is an intense reaction by 
the mind to an originally tranquil and contemplative memory 
of an emotion. The contemplation that leads to the overflow 
of feeling means that that past emotion is felt again, and that 
the poet at the present moment is reliving that past experience. 
In other words, the present is invaded by the past, or a sense 
of self far-diffused is provoked. Thus he concludes, the act of 
imagination proceeds from an act of apperception. 
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Wordsworth's love of the universal order which includes 
all natural phenomena as well as ourselves, has also been confir- 
med by Alfred North Whitehead who observes in his "Science 
and the Modern World " that Wordsworth's theme is nature 
4 So!ido\ that is he dwells on that mysterious presence of surro- 
unding things, which impose itself on any separate element 
that we set up as an individual for its own sake. WLecke ascri- 
bes this to Wordsworth's power of imagination. It is this power, 
he says, that enables Wordsworth to" graspe the whole o 
nature as involved in the tonality of the particular instance. 
It is this power that creates this oxymoronic "tonality", this 
sense of an indiviual phenomenon as somehow having involved 
in itself, or roiled up into itself, or contained within itself the 
whole of nature."(5l)For, according to Wordsworth, imapinat- 
ion is faculty whereby "things are lost in each other and limits 
vanish. "(52)Therefore, for Wordsworth , the act of imagination 
fuses "that open-ended sense of self experienced in the act of 
apperception wit h t h|e jaji enc ^a eJ a -of nature revealed by t 
act of perception. "(53)^^" 

While discuss ingthe relationship between Wordsworth's 
imaginative acts and his explicit)' formulated poetic program 
WLecke tries to convince us that the visionary act of appercep- 
tion can not only after dramatically Wth's worsensordse of 
time and place, but also can invade and transform any phenom- 
enon, even the most: insignificant, into a source of possible 
sublimity. Thus the poet is entitled to discover visionary possi- 
bilities in whatever he chooses to look at even in a lowly daffo- 
diis. Seen iike this "the meanest flower" becomes so eminent 
that it begins to serve as thoughts that "lie >;oo 
The tears produced for the mortal Uy of things become irrelev- 
ant. Besides, mortality is excluded when this sense of self is 
projected by imagination into the phenomenal world. Ccnsecj- 
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his mind and the external world, contrary to Blake's accusation 
against him. Blake believes that , according to Wordsworth, 
the task of imagination is to obliterate the apparent autonomy 
of the extramenta! universe. Once he claimed to see in Words- 
worth's poetry "the Natural rising against the Spiritual man 
continually, " and concluded that Wordsworth was "no poet 
but a heathen philosopher at Enmity against true poetry or 
inspiration,"(48)A. Q. WLecke assumes that by "Natural Man" 
Blake means the act of perception, and by "Spiritual Man" he 
means the act of apperception. The first is an act that posits 
for the mind the appearance of an extramental universe and 
the second is an act of visionary self consciousness which threat- 
ens to swallow that'phenomenal world into the abbeys of ideal- 
ism. So, what Blake is judging in Wordsworth is his tendency 
to allow too much to the appearances, or in other words, hi< 
emphasis on the mighty world of eye and ear. This of course i« 
thought by Blake to be sofely a projection of the autonomoi" 
visionary mind. 

Blake is, therefore, perplexed b^lte discrepancy between 
Wordsworth's claims W-natunTarttf his mental acts as they 
are manifest in his poetry. He confirms that "Natural objects 
did and now do weaken, deaden and obliterate Imagination in 
[him]. "He adds that Wordsworth must know that what he 
writes valuable is not to be found in nature." (49) 

bvious that Blake and Wordsworth have two distinct 

gi nation. WLecke is justified to 
sums chat what Blake sees as a rebellion of Wordsworth's 
''Natural Man" is simply the result of Wordsworth's willingn- 
ess to accept limits for his "Spiritual Han". He ascribes this 
zq Wordsworth's desire, out of love, to use his Imagination 
co effect a lasting synthesis between common perception and 
visionary apperception. (50) 















ation transforms language, as weii as the landscape. It leaves 
its marks upon the very words the poet uses. (47) 

It is evident that the shift in attitude as revealed in Word- 
sworth's Prefaces is from that of a defender of the natural lang- 
uage and spontaneous feeling to stressing artistic control toget- 
her with the value of power, transformation and "supernatural" 

fir k 

iect. Art is more than the spontaneous overflow of feeling. 

It is the careful articulation of a poet's feeling. It is a process 
in which the imagination plays a leading role, shaping forming 
and molding the materia! used. 

Wordsworth'd poem 'The Daffodils' is a perfect example 
of how the imaginative pov/er could be at work. The power of 
imagination transforms the sense of exiie from this world to a 
blissful solitude. The poet invites us to remember with him the 
universal order of which we are but individual parts. While we 
imaginatively contemplate the order, we cease for a moment 
to feel the burden of loneliness sensed before. The vision of 
thQ universal order filled the poet's heart v/ith pleasure and 
made him dance with the daffodils, when his imagination is 
awakened by them. From the very beginning, the sense of alie- 
nation and exhaustion is introduced: 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
It is to transform this mood that the daffodils 
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flash upon the inward ey 

Which is the bliss of solitude. 
Contemplation of the universal order in this r-mnar means 
using imagination for the purpose of love. Wordsworth 
remains a lover of the the meadows and the wood. His empha- 
sis is anti-visionary. He wants to project his inner feeling outw- 
js cnes always to establish a sz^cq of mutual icy bat wear; 






79 



able, whether the composition be in prose or in verse, they 
require one and the same language," (PW.II.409). "In 1836 the 
■language of verse and that of prose were identical to Wordsw- 
orth only in works of imagination and sentiment." (PWm, II, 
409) This of course means that Wordsworth distinguishes 
between the language of imagination and sentiment and the 
language of ordinary utterance. 

This revision according to Heffernan is a "revelation, agai- 
nst the background of his insistance that the poet must domin- 
ate and transform his words". He believes that Wordswoerth 
has recognized the [lightening impact of imaginative power 
upon the "real language of men, ". So, he concludes, that Wor- 
dsworth's belief in the transforming power of the imagination 
is central to his theory of poetry. He explains the process as 

follows: 

"Fed by observation f ^hd energized by creative 
sensibility, the (imagination operates by exerting 
its power upoTTthe objects of the visible world. 
In doing soJJt^&ates the power of nature herself, 
' whose changes ^undermist^br moonlight provide a 
model for the imaginative transformation wrought 
by man." 
He thinks that "the poet transforms by abstracting or 
endowing; he removes an existing property from a natural 
nbiect or gives it a new one, enabling it in either case to react 
upon his mind, 'like a new ecxistence . ro> u:u .caoo., , ..e 
says, imagination often has a "super-naturalizing" effect upon 
uhe object. It excites "a feeling analogs to the supernatural 
bv changing natural objects with a certain radiance, by anima- 
ting the" inanimate, or by suspending the "natural" laws of 
dramatic term, r\i\zuy* *»* ^/ j ' guiu^u i>/ j^^-"- > o 
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himself and in his power to control his words. It also reflects 
that Wordsworth is no longer writing for the audience addre- 
ssed before. Besides, if the reader fails to understand him, it 
is the reader's fault not his. This conviction became at later 
date a criterion by which he judged the poetry of others. 

With further practice of poetry, Wordsworth discovered 
that the poet must control, direct and transform the language 
he uses. Such a language must have disinctive characteristics. 
A hint to this effect is given in his early preface, when he 
admits that metre and selection distinguish poetry from ordin- 
ary speech. Metre , he says, tends to make language unreal and 
unsubstantial; metrical composition embodies "similitude in 
dissimilitude," "offering us " an indistinct perception perpet- 
ually renewed of language closely resembling that of real life, 
and yet, in the circumstance of metre, differing from it so widely" 
( PW, II, 399-401). /yj\ 

Selection, Wordsworth says in his Preface of 1802, "Will 
of itself form a distinction far greater than would at first be 
imagined, and will entirely, seoarate^e composition from vul- 
garity and meaness of ordinary? life-' '(PW, II, 392). However, 
Wordsworth contradicts himself when he asserts in both versi- 
ons that " the poet... must express himself as other men express 
themselves (PW, li, 398), and that no " essential difference 
divides "the language of prose [from] metrical composition 
(PW, II, 392). Wordsworth did not stick to this opoinon in 
later years. 

In the Preface of 1815, he ascribes to the poec a Privilege 
ditinct from that of the mere prose man (PW, 11,435). But even 
before that date Wordsworth shows a change of attitude in 
the revision of the 1302 Appendix. The original version concl- 
udes by declaring "in proportion as ideas and feelings ar 
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In 'The Prelude' Wordsworth refers to the mind as a so- 
urce of intellectual strength (XIII,!77)„ and In The Excursion 
he speaks of "intellectual power" (111,700) and "intellectual 
mastery" (Vlll,20l). Besides, the intellect is a guide and prot- 
ector of the imagination. The Excursion' shows us how the 
mind is disciplined by imagination. Wordsworth, however, 
"denigrates fancy because it defies such discipiine,"(46) argues 
Heffernan. At the end of The Prelude' we are told that fancy 
like imagination "might learn to ply her craft/By judgement 
steadied" (XII 1,289-294), But whatever happened to fancy " 
the main essential power" would pursue a thoughtful course. 
In the Preface of 1815, Wordsworth stressed the notion that 
"judgement.... (decides) how, where and in what degree, 

(it) ought to be exerted." (PW, 11,432). He thinks it is in- 

despensabie in the process of creation. He no longer conde- 
mns artifice, but he has learned to distinguish between art 
and artifice. The poet, he believes, has the right to transform 
the real language of men. 

We have seen how in the Preface of 1800 Wordsworth 
does not stress the value of control, being Preoccupied with 

the spontaneous utterance. He only informs us that he avoi- 
ded certain expressions, because he could not change or 'ov- 
erpower' the association conventionally attached to them. 
(?W,1I,390). At such a time, he found it necessary to apolog- 
ize to his audience for that. He addressed them with hesita- 
tion and timidity, suggesting that if they could not underst- 
and him, it was because they did not know the history of cer~ 
tain words, But after 1 800 when John Wilson complained that 
the ooet failed to oredude "ludicrous"- associations in The 
Idiot Boy', Wordsworth replied that it had given "exquisite 
deil?ht" to many (EY, 353). This answer implies confidence in 
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ice whole-hearted regret over it, when he insisted that the 
principles it expressed were "not... erroneous" (LY.1,537). 
Jt is not surprising, however to hear such a comment from 
Wordsworth; afterall he was only experimenting. 

Heffernan also admits that "in both versions of the Pre- 
face, not just the later one, we can discover hints of conflict 
and transition, scattered whispers of the development to co- 
me. "To him, the Preface" does not have the homogeneity 
of a schematic treatise. "Yet it is in fact" the Mirror of a mind 
in motion, "he argues," at once the mind of a rebel who came 
to destroy and the mind of a poet who came to fulfill. "On 
these grounds, he thinks, we can fathom Wordsworth's re- 
fusal to renounce it; "for the voice of the rebel powerful tho- 
ugh it is-does not succeed in silencing altogether the voice 
of the poet."(44) So, to understand this shift in attitude one 
should examine the crucial like in Wordsworth's thought be*-- 

ween passive response and imaginative transformation. 

I L 
Even though Wordsworth's creative power declined for 

a while, yet his understanding of poetry and the workings of 
his own imagination deepened with the passage of time. John 
Stewart Mill admires Wordsworth's achievement in this field 
and admits that "no one can converse with him without fee- 
ling that he has advanced chat great subject beyond any other 
man, being probably the first person who ever combined with 
such success in the practice of the art such high powers of ge- 
neralization and habits of meditation on its pricip!es."(45) 

In his later years, Wordsworth stressed the necessity of 
a more powerful excercise of the mind. This of course influe- 
nced his attitude toward the external nature. Poetry is no 
ionger "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling", it must 
spring from the mind as well as the heart. 
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However, observation is not enough for the production of 
poetry because what is observed must be conditioned by the 
power of response. What should by communicated to the re- 
ader, according to Wordsworth, is not the visual impact of 
the scene, but the emotional impact as well supplied by the 
selective influence of memory. The poet, he says, does not 
communicate to the reader things as they are, but as they seem 
to exist to the senses and to passion. (PW,il,4IQ). His observ- 
ation must, therefore, be charged with his feeling and here 
lies creative energy. Wordsworth maintained this principle 
throughout his long career as a poet of an exceptional sensi- 
bility. 

Speaking about the 'empassioned observation' and the 
selective influence of memory cancels what has already been 
stressed by Wordsworth in his Preface of 1800. In this docum- 
ent and the related ones Wordsworth's concern about hum- 
ble people and his preoccupation with natural response dom- 
inate his attitude toward the""passive*ro!e of the poet. This mea- 
ns that in the production oi poetry, the jfoet should not exe- 
rcise artistic control, but should let his spontaneous feelings 
flow unsmothered by poetic contrivance. We have already 
seen how Miss Barstow's study of Wordsworth's diction pro- 
ves that what Wordsworth has actually achieved in "The Ly- 
rical Ballads" contradicts this affirmation. And how the lang- 
uage of his poem is "as much the result of conscious art as the 
language of Paradise Lost."(43}Besities, what Wordsworch ha 
done in these poems far exceeds the boundaries defined by 
his negative principle of 'selection'. Furthermore, a shift in 
attitude came in his comments on The Prelude' which in 1315 
came to the extent of declaring the essay "slight and imper- 
fect," (?W,31,43i). In 1830. Wordsworth -N^t so far as 
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Beggar of Book Vll of The Prelude', for those men totally dev- 
oid of any pomp and vanity, they express themselves truly 
and they could engage in acts of high service. 

It has previously been affirmed that Wordsworth is con- 
sidered the poet of feeling as he regards poetry the 'em pass- 
ioned expression'. Beside this Wordsworth is the poet of obs- 
ervation. He stresses the role of observation in the making of 
poetry. He is extremely concerned about the world of sight 
and sound. He is aiways alert to the exterior world. He wants 
to communicate what he sees and hears to the reader with 
great accuracy and truth. To prevent 'falsehood of descrip- 
tion' he has "at all times endeavoured to look steadily at (his) 
subject." (PW,il,3S6-390). He condemns Dryden's words bec- 
ause he thinks that Dryden is careless about the external wor- 
ld around him, and that in his translation of Vireil there is no 

O 

single image from nature-/^** >v 

The poet's ability to observe with accuracy is a requis- 
ite to Wordsworth for the production of poetry. The poet 
should be capable of observing chines as they are and with 
fidelity to describe them whether the things depicted are 
actually present to the senses, or have a place in the memory/ 
wordsworth belives that the abilities to observe and to com - 
rnunicate with fidelity are "indispensable to the poet" (PW, 
11,4 i 1-2). This seems to be the corner stone of his concept of 
the imagination, it has also been used as a poetic criteria. 

Wordsworth condemned the literary works of the Au«u- 
stan Age, simply because he could net sea in the works publi- 
shed during the period of the publication of 'Paradise Lost' 
and 'The Seasons', any work which contains a single ima^e of 
the externa} nature. He criticized "the dry reasoners and mat- 
ter of fact people for their want of passion, "(42) Says HazSitc. 
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by his imagination. This, he thinks, will make them look as if 
they were unusual. Heffernan presumes that if this unusual 
aspect, could indeed povoke a feeling analogous to the super- 
natural, Wordsworth's poetry could do extraordinary things 
to the ordinary world. But the fact of the matter is that these 
objects do not become unnatural, when modified by the imag- 
ination, but unfam iliar. This conviction, is revealed in his poem 
entitled 'Yew Tree', which is classified among the best of his 
poems of imagination. 

in a note n his poem The Thorn', he defines the power 
of imagination as a "faculty which produces impressive effects 
out of simple elements." (PW,II,5I2). And because of this po- 
wer, the supernatural power of earlier orthodoxies no longer 
needs to be invoked. Imagination, he writes in a letter to Sou- 
they, "does not require for its exercise the intervention of 
supernatural agency, but that, though such agencies be exc- 
luded the faculty may be called (f^rth imperiously and for kin- 
dred results of pleasure, by incidentf"in the humblest dep- 
artment of daily life."(39) It is the power of imagination that 
can give a vision of paradise for the 'common day', and can 
endow the humblest phenomenon in the appearance of subli- 

r\ ) mity. 
' To Albert O VVLecke, "A vision of paradise depends not 

only on the result of the power of imagination projecting into 
the finite world the sublimity discovered in the soul of man, 
' "but aiso on humility with rezpzcc to himself which he mana- 
gedltoisustain-'(40)Wordsworth believes that humility is not only 
indisoensible for the poet, but it is "the way which leads to 
. truth. ,,(41). For this reason, his landscape is populated by men 
of lowly station: The Wonderer of the 'Excursion', the Leech- 
Gatherer of 'Resolution and independance' and the Siinde 
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criticism represented by Pope says that we especially insist 
on the selective power of the poet. 

In his advertisement of 1798, Wordsworth tells us that, 
"the honourable characteristic of poetry is that its materials 
are to be found in every subject which can interest the human 
mind" (PW,II,383). For this he has been credited as a liberator 
of the poetic subject matter. Heffernan admits that he agreed 
on that; reading his statement at face value, but, "we should 
remember also," he adds, "that in poetry as in politics, the 
liberator can prove at times a greater tyrant than the dicta- 
tor he came to overthrow. "(3 7) He thinks that something like 
that seems to have happened with the chief initiator of English 
Romanticism, "For it is surely one of the great ironies of lite- 
rary history," says Heffernan, "that in its very journey to the 
printer, Wordsworth's Preface of 1800... that proclamation 
of poetic emancipation-was accompanied by a harsh critique 
of what Coleridge himself once called "a poem of pure- 
imagination. "(28)Heffernan is I think referring here to Words- 
worth's criticism of Coleridge's 'Ancient Mariner'. His main 
objection to it is that it is insufficiently natural because it is 
supernatu rally ordered and dramatically improbable. 

It is well-known, however, that Wordsworth condem- 
ned the use of the supernatural in poetry, because these age- 
ncies have not the hold on the heart which nature gives. But 
what is intersting in this regard is that despite his rejection 
of the use of the supernatural, he seems to be Convinced that 
by transforming natural objects, his imagination supernatur- 
aiizes their appearance just as it does with painting. 

While collaborating with Coleridge, he tells us that the 
subjects he chose to write about were "incidents and situat- 
ions from common life, but they were meant to be coloured 
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Abrams finds a parallel between what is praised by Johnson 
in Shakespeare's comic characters and Wordsworth's justifi- 
cation of his ballad creatures eventhough to Wordsworth Jo- 
hnson is a bad critic. Shekespeare's characters says Johnson 
"act upon principles arising from genuine passion. .-"(34) This 
means that the poet properly concerns himself with the gen- 
eral and uniform elements, passions and language of human 
nature; Wordsworth merely "differed in regard to the place 
these qualities are best exemplified in real life. This differe- 
nce, led in practice to a drastic break with the traditional poe- 
tic decorm. "(35) He believes that humble and rustic people 
are just as appropriate for serious poetry as others of a higher 
rank. By so doing, he turned to the feelings and thoughts wh- 
ich could be held as those of mankind, in characters like a mad 
moter, an idiot boy, a beggar or a child, "the elements arg- 
ues Wordsworth, "are simpie/'belonging rather to nature 
than to manners, such as exist Upw and] will probably always 
exist. .."(36)On these grounds^^d^orth justifies shifting 
from the cultivated classes to that of peasants, children and 
idiots. It follows then, that humble* expression and essential 
passions serve as the subject matter of poetry and as the model 
for the 'spontaneous overflow' of the poet's own feelings in 
his act of composition. 

Miss Barstow thinks that Wordsworth's purpose of choo- 
sing "incidents and situations..." is far from being a narrow 
definition of poetic style. To her, the definition includes ele- 
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Dennis that the language of poetry is the language of passion, 
or what has been emphasized by Aristotale and Shelley op Wa- 
lter Patter that the strangeness added to beauty in the poet's 
style, or what Horace and the whole school of Latin-French 
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WORDSWORTH'S CONCEPT 

OF IMAGINATION 

By 

Fatima Saeed 
Assistant Professor 
English Department 
College of Arts 
University of Baghdad 

Discussing the subject matter of his poetry and the pur- 
pose of choosing a specific subject Wordsworth affirms that, 
his purpose was "to trace the primary laws of our nature: ch- 
iefly, as far as regards the manner in which we associate ide- 
as in a state of excitement." To illustrate this notion further 
he adds: '^**Mlv\ 




Humble and rustic life was generally chosen, bec- 
ause in that condition the essential passions of the 
heart find a better soil in which they can attain 
their maturity, are less under restraint, and spe- 
ak a plainer and more emphatic language; beca- 
use in that condition of life our elementary feelings 

co-exist in a state of greatersimplicity,and,cosequently, 
may be more accurately contemplated, and more for- 
cibly communicated; because the manners of rur- 
al life germinate from those elementary feelings, 
and, from the necessary character of rural occup- 
ations are more easily comprehended, and are more 
durable; and lastly, because in that condition the 
passions of men are incorporated with the beau- 
tiful and permanent forms of nature. (33) 
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ttie believes that passion is one of several factors deter mi ning 
the propriety of diction in a given instance. For Wordsworth, 
it is the only source and sanction of poetry. He wrote in 1800, 
'Words, a poet's words more particularly, ought to be weighed 
in the ballance of feeling ... for the reader cannot be too of- 
ten reminded that poetry is passion.'('32) By this he means the 
poet's feeling that is recollected in tranquility and not the 
words of the character. 
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natural language. Hence , ornaments are unnecessary. They 
are arbitrary and capricious." 

It has previously been pointed out that according to Word- 
sworth, "the poet writes under one restriction only, namely, 
the necessity of giving immediate pleasure to a human being,s{28) 
This viewpoint is expressed in his Preface of 1800. But at an 
earlier date Wordsworth attacked James Beanie's essay of 
1776 entitled "Poetry and Music as They Affect the Mind". 
Beattie tells us in his essay, "the end of poetry is to please by 
imitating nature. "(29) He adds that," since poetry imitates nature 
the language of poetry must be an imitation of the language 
of nature, and by natural language," he says, he means speech 
"Which is suitable to the speakerand to the occasion including 
the passions which move the speaker at the moment of utter- 
ance."(30)This according tcv£1.H. Abrams, is the reason why 
Wordswort h'sPreface is notable."lt made the diction, rather 
than plot, character, or/design, the central and en^rossin? 
subject of critical inquiry, and^econdly, because it sheared 
away the rhetorical ferame in which this topic had been tradit- 
ionally treated. " Q$)^^( ^7t*Z>&)/ 



ef?- 



The neo-classical theory of poetry confirms that the lan- 
guage must be appropriate to the matter signified, to the 
ect intended to be produced, to the character concerned, to 
the incidental situation and to the momentary state of mind 
of the speaker, who gives it utterance. Th^ iasi requisite shows 
the relationship between passion and the use of figurative Ian- 
guage. Abrams calls this theory rhetoric theory i'n th 
sense that it conceived of poetry, like rhetoric, to be an act 
of achieving effects on. an audience, and locksd noon the van- 
sous elements of a poem chiefly a;; so many means toward that 
end. Abrams is justified to assume that Beattie's terms and 
criteria have become sacred in Wordsworth's Preface. Bea- 
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and English writers, from whom he derived his phraseology. 
but it was his theory which taught him how to use the works 
of these authors. Her final remark on Wordsworth's poetic 
diction is that, "Through his apparent repudiation of the langu- 
age of books, he entered into his literary inheritance." (25) 

It is obvious that Wordsworth's rejection of the eightee 
nth-century diction was due to his emphasis of the natural 
response to the outside world. The poet is an observer, his 
reaction to what he observes should flow spontaneously, or 
naturally. So, any natural response Should be conveyed in 
the real language of men, because real is synonymous with 
natural. 

The poet, he thinks, speaks through the mouth of his char- 
acters the language of nature. So, natural is his criterion just 
as spontaneous is another prime criterion of his. Wordsworth 
believes that such a standard was set by his predecessors who 
wrote from passion excited by real events. They wrote natur- 
ally and as men: feeling powerfully as they did, their language 
was daring and figurative. To hjmjm<*dern poetry became false 
when poets started to usT?igure?;of speech mechanically when 
they are not related to the feelings and thoughts expressed. 
The result is of course a language "insenibiy produced differing 
materially from the real language of men in any situ at ion. "(26) 
Only the figures of speech that embody the feelings are natural 
and integral. He also believes that if the poet's subject be 
"judciousiy chosen, it will naturaiiy and upon fit occasion, lead 
him to passion, the language of which-rnus.t necessarily be 
dignifiedand variegated, and aiive with metaphors and figures.(27) 
The poet should make a selection to eliminate "die vulgarity 
and meanesss-of ordinary life," Such a language will give pleas- 
ure to the reader. Therefore, there is no need to deviate from 
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of the collection apart from Coleridge's "Ancient Mariner" 
and other contributions, The poems composing the minority 
are, Tintern Abbey' 'Lines Left Upon a Seat in a Yew Tree* 
The Female Vargant' , The Lines Written Near Richmond', 
and The Convict, 'Apart from' the Old Man Travelling'.which 
is written in blank verse, the rest of the poems from a homog- 
eneous group.clearly reflecting literary influence suggested in 
the advertisement. 

To make the language of the lower' and middle classes the 
medium of poetry Wordsworth had to reject all the devices 
employed by the eighteenth-century poets to raise poetry above 
prose. Personifications and periphrasis no longer occur in his 
ballads. What is most interesting in Moiss Barstow's study in 
this connection is ciever conclusion that, "the language of the 
Lyrical Ballads is as much the result of conscious art as the 
language or raradise Lost/' (24) it is true that to stick to the 
lower language of men needs an art and a complete awareness 
of what the artist aims to achieve. 

But how far does Wordsworth stick to his concept of the 
language of poetry as advocated in the Preface to The Lyrical 
Ballads' ? it is worthwhile noting in this regard, that the poems 
added to the 1800 edition are not written in the language of 
conversation in the lower and middle classes of society. The 
language, however, is simple and unadorned. This coincides 
with Miss Barstow's affirmation that.as early as 1800, Wordsw- 
orth was already outgrowing the advertisement to 'The Lyrical 
Baliads'and with it che experimental period of- his career. Traces 
of this are found in his 'Alice Fell', and his defence of the so-cai- 
led' prosaic language'. She thinks that the original theory 
nued to interest him until about I305,the last raorintin? 
The Lyrical Ballads' of 1800, with their preface. From 1307-on 
Wordsworth's works reflect che influence of many classical 
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just because he used the word 'incommunicable' in his poem 
'Margaret Lament' . 

Thus, thou and all thy mates to keep 



An incommunicable sleep, 
because Wordsworth's theory has little to do with words in 
themselves. She is right to believe that the word could be that 
of Margaret even though suppiiedby the poet, because Word- 
sworth°seems to be convinced that his business as a poet is 
not only "to bring his feelings near to those of the persons 
whose feelings he. describes, nay, for short spaces of time, 
perhaps, to let himself slip into an entire delusi on, and even 
confound and identify his own feelings with theirs. 

As a matter, offset, Colerdige's failure to understand the 
language of Wordsworth was because Wordsworth used the 
language of the lower class with ail ^peculiarities. By so sdoing, 
he thought that he could /eifn someNspaciai realistic features 
of the soeech of the lower and middle calass society, i ha use 
cf such a language was, according to Miss Barstow, never Word 






swo rib's ideal at: any time, but a definition of an experiment 
th»t he tried in thirteen out of nineteen poems by him in thz 
first edition of "The Lyrical Ballads". "Y7he Preface,' 5 She 

is little more tiran a somevma, u^v/nh.m; a,..-, u <*>,... , 
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unadaquats attempt to explain -tms same ex; 

Wordsworth modified his language later on when he proposed 

, -.>„~n.,- .-.?th» -,^j h-m^e of men in 1300, softened it in 
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Her interesting statistics in this regard say that.of the words in 
the concordance to the poems of Wordsworth, about sixty 
percent occur, in some form, in the poetry -of Chaucer, sixty 
t eight percent in the poetry of Milton, eighty percent in the 
poetry of Spenser, and ninety percent in the poetry of Shakes- 
peare. Is not this a proof that Wordsworth's principles of poe- 
tic diction coincide with the best traditions of English Literat- 
ure? 

Miss Barstow affirms, however, that Wordsworth's indeb- 
tedness to Coleridge does not necessarily mean that they held 
the same views of the concept of the language . To Coleridge, 
language means words in themselves, whereas to Wordswo- 
rth language means figures of speech or the whole imaginative 
expression of thought, or, in other words, the whole body'and 
dress of thought; all that appears to the eye and ear. 

Furthermore, she presumes that Wordsworth's use of 
the term language was at first loose, that he had learned from 
Hartley that the language fmen is vitaliy metaphorical. So, 
he affirmed that words are metaphors , because we continuo- 
usly express an idea in terms of another, and explain images 
Dy other associated images. Hence germs of poetic art are 
found in figurative expressions and illustration. 

But why does Wordsworth reject the figurative language 
of the preceding century and experiment with the kn^jage 
of the lower class? His justification is that the metaphors handed 
down to us from poet to poet grew little more general or more 

faded, or probably improper with each transmission. But, beca- 
use the rustic Individual' speaks of his own passion and repeated 
experience, his image is true and more vital. This reasoning 

justifies Miss Barstow's remark that., it Is not h- ro ^-,-n** 
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Wordsworth of inconsistency of his theory with his practice 
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theory of poetic creation in general, part of which is his concept 
of imagination. Miss Barstow starts with a review-of the theor- 
ies of poetic diction in Engiand before Wordsworth's time. 
Then she tries to reconstruct the processes of criticai thoughts 
which were responsible for the experiment of the Lyrical Ball- 
ads. She also tries to show how these thoughts affected Words- 
worth's style, his veocabulary, his synta and his rhetorical 
devices then and afterwards. She has done all this in the belifef 
that Wordsworth's criticism and practice are mutually illustr- 
ative, and that both are of supreme value for the art of English 
poetry. Her detailed and illuminating study ends with some 
interesting conclusions. One of them is that Wordsworth must 
have been influenced by Coleridge's theory ' of the universal 
language. This theory says that, "There is a permanent body 
of English words and idioms denoting universal phenomena 
and experiences which have remained comparatively unchan- 
ged since the time of Chaucer."(2Q) his the thinks is the univer- 
sal language of poetry, forj^re presents the permanent and 
changeless elements in hum^t^y^Q free the rustic speech 
i very few merely local elements and the Lyrical Ballads 
rrom a very few archaisms she says, "there remains much the 
same residuum; and the residuum proves, on examination, 
to be a body of words common to Chaucer and almost any 
= ..,i if V-, fl ~f *h* y-par ]7?7 (2\) Bavin? examined Wordswo- 
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rth's lyrics arefuily, she found out that even though Wordsw- 
orth had oromised to use the language of unlearned men or 

a ^^„, -i-^ ^i~i-*i*-ojr Thu -nn do* ib? o roves the sourssnsss 

! i-;,, 1 - 7 ^v-ry.o ,-v.f y^^rv, ]t i a therefore not surpris- 
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already affirmed that the poet is "a man speaking to men", 
therefore, his language must be the real language of men, or 
a selection of the real language of men. Setting such a standard 
e of poetic diction is according to M. H. Abarms means that Wor- 
dsworth adopts and elaborates the old antithesis between 
nature and art, and that he declares himself for nature like ths 
aesthetic primitives of the preceeding age. He adds that this 
declararation is "implied throughout the Preface, and made 
explicit in his tripartite essay Upon Epitaphs, one part of which 
was published in "The Friend" in 1810 and the other two 
first printed from manuscript in Grosort's "The Prose Works 
of William Wordsworth (1876) " (!8) 

In this essay Wordsworth attacks Pope's tfteor/, as well 
as his poetic practice. "True wit," Pope had said, "is Mature 
to advantage dressed," and true expression- consists in giving 
thoughts their just and appropriate ''dress" and ornament! 
When the poets are unskilled to trace: 




I he naked nature 

And hide with ornaments l£e?^ want of art"(!9)false wis 
results. But to Wordsworth, all such wit is false and ail art-in 
the meaning of the deiibrata adjustment of phr3.SB to sentiment 

and of rhetoric ornament to-phrase serves to psrvirt what be 
calls genuine poetry. So' Wordsworth rsv^ct^ art in the neo 

classical sense of the term and the con ceo-: or language as th^ 
dress of thought and figures as the ornament of language. For 
this reason, Wordsworth is justified to say that any one who 

/ 

w, -i, >,o ^.u^y ;; y ^n. JiC-.jQn win see emit his-prindpies are 
in accordance with the best traditions of English literature. 
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oej-.;n ner stu-j/ or vVorjjworur's poetic ■diction. A brief note 
on this study, as far as I can see, will shed light on Wo rdss worth' 
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that he is speaking to men and not poets as a class. At the mom- 
ent of composition it is crucial that the overflow of feeling be 
spontaneous and free both from the delibrate adaptation of 
conventional language to feeling, and from the delibrate bending 
of linguistic means to the achievement of poetic effect. 

Wordsworth does not actually reject the conception that 

ooatry is a delibrate art. His sister Dorothy admits in her journal 
that once the poems of Wordsworth are composed, they may 

be subjected to long and arduous revision. This reminds me 
of the efforts of Pope when he sought perfection in his poems. 

In the Preface of '1 300 and the Appendix of 1802 Wordsw- 
orth justifies the use of figures of speech when they are natura- 
lly suggested by passion instead of being as ornaments. He only 
condemns mechanical adaptation of figures of speech when 
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tney are applied "to reelings and thoughts with which they had 
no natural connexion whatsoever. "Because such an adaptation 
results in the use of language "differing materially from the 
real language of men in any given-^situation. " (16) 

Nevartmass, Wordsworth accepts the figurative language 



used by the earliest poets, because to him, tney wrote natur- 
ally and as men. " He believes that natural language is the insti- 
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to an end, or of adherence to specially poetic conventions which 
characterize arc. Hence nature crrjn'iphs over art. Mature 
means the iansuase of nature or the language of mankind opp- 
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The lan^uaHe of poetry according; to Woerdsworth, should 
not be coloured by a diction "peculiar to him as an individual 

cost or belonging simply to poets in esnera!."{]7)Slnce he 3r; 
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Poetry ", says Wordsworth is 

"the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: 
it takes its origin from emotin recollected in tran- 
quility; the emotion is contemplated till, by a species 
of re-action, the tranquillity graguaily disappears, 
and an emotion, kindered to that which was before 
the subject of contemplation, is gradually produced, 
and does itself actually exist in the mind . In this 
mood successful composition generally begins, and 
in a mood similar to this it is carried on; but the 
emotion, of whatever kind, and in whatever decree, 
from various causes, is qualified by various pleasures, 
so that in describing any passions whatsoever, which 
voluntarily described, the mind will, upon the whole, 
be in a state of enjoyment. If nature be thus cautious 
to preserve in/a state of enjoyment a being so empl- 
oyed, the poetUight jjoj profit by the lesson held 
forth to him , and ought especially to take 
whatever passions he communicates to his reader, 






those passions, if his reader's mind be sound and 
vigorous, should always be accompanied with an 
overbalance of pleasure. (15) 

When does the feeling gat so powerful as to fleoo unrestr- 
ained? Wordsworth informs us that its origin is emotion re co- 
llected In tranquility. Before composition starts, the tranquility 
disappears and a feeling analogous to the remembered one 
"is gradually produced and does itself actually exist in tharnmd 
(PW, 1 1, 400-401). At such a moment the r;-oet should aban-Jco 
himself completely to .the -esurrecczQ passion, but should use 
modified language. He affirms that the poet should keeo his 
eye on the subject steadily. And that before the composition 
starts, he should think long -zn-d deeply. He should also realize 



The capacity to respond involves the capacity for creative 
attribution. In the 1802 addition to the Preface of 1800, Wor- 
dsworth describes the poet as "a man pleased with his own 
passion and voiitions, delighted to find them in others, impe- 
lled to create them where he does not find them." (PW.II 
Hefferman is, therefore, justified to presume that in Words- 
worth's view transference of feeling is the essence of imagi- 
native apprehension. 

According to a previous assumption the feelings are co- 
nveyed by the poet in thoughts. This means that they are rel- 
ated to each other. For a better acquaintance of the connec- 
tion between thought and feeling reflection is needed: The 
Preface of 1800 tells us that the poet's feelings are governed 
by "habits of meditation," and that long and deep thoughts 
make good poets. / f Ml\ \ 

Wordsworth's concept of creative sensibility could also 
be traced in other prose works, i.e. bis commentaries on 'The 
R?Huse" 'The Prelude" and others, but in his Preface of 5800 
it has become broader and more mature. He describes the poet 
as .a man who is "endowed with more lively sensibility, more 
enthusiasm and tenderness, "a man who" rejoices more than 
other men in die spirit of life thzt is in him"(S2)Coieridge,on 
the other hand, admits that the born poet has sensibility and 
that together with the depth of emotion they constitute ess- 
ential components of genius. (!3)Sheliey,. as well, emphsizes 
the delicace sensibility and vulnerability to the temptation of 
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As a matter of fact, Wordsworth's emphasis on the signi- 
ficance of sensibility overbalances that of natural response. 
A poet's creative sensibility couid check and balance his spon- 
taneous utterance. This viewpoint is made clear in his later 
writing, while his Preface of i8G0 emphasizes natural respon- 
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worth believes that the one who acquires this sensibility is 
elevated above another in proportion as he possesses this 
capacity. It is, therefore, the poet's responsibility to produce, 
enlarge this capacity in the reader especially at the present 
day, because now there are multitude of causes that try with 
a combimed force to blunt the discriminating power of the 
mind. Some of these causes are the great national events wh- 
ich are daily taking place, and the increasing accumulation of 
men in cities and other reasons. (I l)The reader may be remin- 
ded at this point of Blair's Lecture and what it says about the 
effects of the advancement of civilization on poetry. For this 
reason Wordsworth persuades his scholarly friend to aban- 
don his books for natura-for the "one impulse from a vernal 
wood" which may generate more wisdom than ai! the !ear- 
ned sages. "Come forth," concludes" The Tables Turned", 
and "bring with you a heart that watches and receives." (PVV 
IV, 56-57).These poems, together with the fragments ofteh 



same period emohasized the idea that the mind must s^irren 
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der itself wholy if it is to communicate with nature. 

Being sensible means to be always alert to every tone and 
shade in nature, and to hava the readiness to receive. It aljc 

means that the end of man h united with- nature, 
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Capability of feeling what 
fls) to be felt; in being rapt away 
By the divine fact of cower and love 
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ments that would enlighten the understanding of the reader 
and strengthen and purify his ejections, if this could be achi- 
eved, the motive behind the writing of poetry would be jus- 
tified. For, "the poet writes under one restriction only, nam- 
mely, the necessity of. giving immediate pleasure to a human 
being"(9).Worsworth was dissatisfied with Dryden* 
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because it seemed to have no poetic truth as it was "neither 
of the imagination, nor of the passions." (E Y, 54!). Even at a 
later date Wordsworth retained the same attitude, in 1315 
he exoressed distaste for the "un-feeling language" of Bishop 
Percy's contempories. (PW,-1 1,422). In 1927 he wrote to W. 
R.Hamilton," Your verses are animated with true poetic spi- 
rit as they are evidently the product of strong feeling" (LY, 
I, 274). By so doing, he proved that the feeling to him remained 
the criterion of poetic value. What adds more significance to 
feeling is the Wordswarthkan/assumptlon that it is linked to 
the imagination. He beiieva^t^u: both are vital to poetry and 
that imagination is instigated and energized by feeling. The 

fee 

objects" in tne sp 
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ion of sensibility. The poet to Wordsworth is not an ordinary 



ae lings of a poet, says Wordsworth, "urge him to work upon 
.'ejects" in the spirit of genume'fmaglnation.'' (PW, 11, 420). 



man. He d 3 iters in -ain-j, :i^l n, u-c-j •.-•= ><■-'-. ^i.-.. .<!_,., —_ 
use he is endowed with an swoaptiona) sensibility. Heffarnan 
claims that Wordsworth's interest in this special capacity an- 
tedates even the Preface or ici'O'J, nor swo poems m me Lyr- 
ical Ballads" of 1798 define the first principle of sensibility: 
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inquisitive mind in favor of the receptive heart. Convinced 
that our bodies feel whether we will or not , he suggests that 

our minds can likewise be fed in a wise passiveness.{3G)Words- 
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being simple, naive and without affectation they express the- 
mselves truly and naturally. 

These are in brief the main concepts advocated by Wor- 
dsworth in his Preface of 1800 and the Appendix of 1302. The 
rest of the arguments revolve in one way or the other round 
these prominent notions. But how far original are these pri- 
nciples needs to be determined, or how far did Wordsworth 
stick to them is worthy of investigation. For this reason i intend 
to focus mainly on Wordsworth's Preface together with ess- 
ays and notes that supplemented it and to show at the same 
time how these concepts are demonstrated in his poetry, and 
whether or not he sticks in his practice to the concepts he 
holds throughout his long crreer as a poet. Besides, it is imp- 
ortant to Jook back in an attempt to show Vordsworth's ind- 
ebtedness to his predecessors. 

(Y w, \\ 

Wordsworth's emphasis of the roie of feelin? in the oro- 

cess of artistic creation is one of great significance. It marks 
a revolt against the prevailing literary notions of the eight- 
eenth-century. It also means the rejection of form, or the tri- 
umph of nature over art. For "all -good poetry," Wordsworth 
says is "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling. "M. 
H.Abrams considers this a turning-point in English literary 
theory, because never before that date the feelings of the poet 
was a centre of critical reference, Heffernan on the other hand 
calls him "the poet of feeling and passion". To him, Words- 
worth reinforces his argument of the Preface by stating; Poe- 
try is passion: it is the history or science of feelings." (PW.I! 
513). In "The Prelude", he says ha was "impelled to wrire with 
the sanctity of passion" on "the heart of man", (Xj'i, 236-24s). 

According to Wordsworth, our feeling represents our 

past experiences. Long and deep thoughts modify these feel- 
ings and direct them. The outcome is the utterance of senti- 
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A close examination of Wordsworth's Preface of 1800, 
shpws that a good deal of its content has been derived from 
Biair's Lecture and Enfield's Essay, beside the influence exe- 
rted bCoieridge which could amount to Wordsworth's ace 
ess to some notes written by Coleridge, or some ideas expre- 
ssed by him when they exchanged views in the years of their 
deepest intimacy, from 1797 to 1804. 

First and foremost, Wordsworth lays a special stress on the 
notion that poetry is an impassioned expression. He advocates 
the concept that poetry is "The spontaneous overflow of pow- 

rful feeling", that it takes "its origin from emotions recolle- 
cted in tranquility' that it is the outcome of a natural resp- 
onse, and the vehicle of an emotional state of mind, that it is 
the expression of feeling in thought, that because it is deeply 
felt and unaffected the impassioned expression must flow in 
simple words like the language of "real men" or a Selection 
of the language of real men", because only such words could 
embody and convey natural resoons on one hand, and because 
the poet is " a man speaking to men" on the other hand, ther- 
efore his language should not deviate from the language of 
men. Such a language is competent to express emotions, using 
its own sources of figures of speech and rhythm. But the one 
who could convey such impassioned utterance is more than 

man. A sLioerlor kind of man because he is distinguished from 
other men by his inheritance of an intense sensibility and a 
susceotibiiity to passion. Besides, the Preface stresses the not- 
tion advocated by Wordsworth's predecessors that the end 
of ;ooe-:ry is to give pleasure, to subtiize the sensibility, emo- 

ions and syrnoathies of the reader. Moreover, poetry depen- 
ds for its subject matter on "incidents and situations from 
rustic life", i.e. rustic people are to replace the refined uppe- 

rclass portrayed by the eighteenth-century poets, because 






served as a manuel of oratory, composition, poetics and general 
aesthetics. In his articie Blair rejects both notsions,that the 
essence of poetry is fiction and that its defining character is 
imitation. He defines poetry as "the language of passion, or of 
enlivened imagination, formed, most commonly, into regular 
numbers ." 

According to Blair, "the primary aim of poetry is to ple- 
ase, and to move, and therefore, it is to the imagination, and 

the passions, that he speaks".{6) to justify his definition Blair 
reminds us of the kind of poetry described by travellers like 
the primitive Indians in north America. This tvoe of Doetrv 
is mainly in the lyric form and is characterized by the use of 
figures of speech, for words would appear in the order 'most 
accomodated to the cadence :^f passion', and objects would 
he described not such as they really are, but as the oassion 
makes us see them. '"Hfle/same passionate impulse would pro- 
mpt a certain melody, or modulation of sound, suited to the 

emotions; "in this way, "(7) argues Abarms, "arose both ooetic 
meter and the art of music." We will see soon how Wordsw- 
orth expresses similar concepts in his Preface. Mor 
lir's view on the effect of the advances in civilization on ooe- 
try comes close to Wordsworth's distinction between the 
genuine language of feeling and the rnecbaJcai .simulation of 
this language, by artful poets who substitute ornament for 
emotion, 'in res ancient original condition, "Says Blair," Poe- 
poke the language of passion and no other; for to pass- 
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ion, jt owed h:s birth b after ages, when Poetry became 

a regular art, studied for reputation and for ^ain. audi 
e^deavou'"? 1 '''] ""■:■ i~-^\'-*-\-^ r^c-j^n kj-i^j- r !■-.■-« ~i c-v ,-. ,-. r . ,.,,,., , ?.. , 

:ried to iorca -chair imagination into raptures, or to suo 
ply the defect of native warmth, by those artificial ornaments 

which might give coropostion a splendid appearance. "( 
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About the same time, an article appeared in the monthly 
magazine of July 1796 which anticipated Wordsworth's Preface 
and the Appendix on poetic diction. The article was entitled 

"Is-Verse Essentia! to Poetry ?" No one knows whether Coleri- 
dge was responsible for it or not, but it reflected his opinion. 
The writer decides that verse is not essential to poetry. His 
argument goes as follows : 

Those writers appear to have approached nearest 
to a true definition of poetry, who have understood 
it to be immediate offspring of a vigorous imagina- 
tion and quick sensibility, and have called it the 
language of fancy and passion" (5.) 

at a later date the writer of the article who was thought by 
Miss Barstow to be Coleridge, happened to have been the Rev. 
William Enfield, essayist, anthologist and author of a book on 
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. Miss Barstow, in her most illuminating study of Words 

worth's ooetic diction, finds the substance of this article parall- 

' I 

els closely Wordsworth's Preface. Enfield cites faiair s Lectures 

( together with the Platonic doctrine o) inspiration ) as source 

of his poetry. He balleves also that simple people feel strong 

passions and express them strongly in a language which would 

be bold and figurative, and would sometimas fiov/ in a kind of 

■ ■* '* M 

state of mind, which poetry supeoses naturally prompts a iigur- 

As a matter of -act we are not quite sure tnr.t iiTiieids 
article had prompted the writing of Wordsworth's Preface 
or formed its germ . • 
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1300; namely , Blair's Lecture on "Rhetoric and Belie Letter". 
published in \ 783. Bafore wordsworth's preface, Blair's article 






Y 






$}■■ 



I 






*f 



r 



There is no doubt that during the years of their deep inti- 
macy, every one of them left his imprint on the other one. But 
what concerns me for the moment is to investigate Wordswo- 
rth's indebtedness to Coleridge as a prominent romantic theo- 
rist . 

Before Coleridge met With Wordsworth, he expressed 
dissatisfaction with the French School of Poetry which had 
predominated in Pope's time . He declared that many had for- 
med their taste and their notions of poetry from the writings 
of Pope and his followers, but Pope's poems gave him little pleas- 
ure. He admitted that he even denied such poets the legitimate 
name of poets. He thought that the excellence of this kind 
consisted in just andacute observation of men and manners in 
an artificial society. However, he admired Bowie's Sonnets 
and considered them models of simplicity and tenderness . 
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Lamb shared with Coleridge his love for simplicity. In his 
letter to Coleridge, Lamb advises him to "cultivate simplicity" 
and to "banish elaborateness; for simplicity springs spontaneo- 
usly from the heart and carries into daylight its own modest 
buds, genuine, sv/eet, and clear flowers of expression. (3) "Both 
Coleridge and Lamb found this simplicity in Bowles " The only 
natural poet in our language," says Coleridge. 

By that time, both Southey and Coleridge were condem- 
ned by "The Critical Review" for 'thier revolutionary views. 
This magazine represented the conventional attitude with reg- 
ard to poetic diction; poetry has a -language peculiar to itself- 

prevailing eighteenth-century attitude was , in brief, no 
liberties with order, grammar, and svntax; but a vocabulary 
raised above prose and a verse that always scans in the acoroved 



The 



fashion (4). 
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The addition made of Wordsworth's Preface of 1800 is twice as 
long, and indicates an important change in his poetic theory . 
like any other revolutionary document, the Preface became an 
object of controversy ; highly praised by some and condemned 
by others. But before one could justly evaluate this important 
literary document one has first to know what concepts it advoa- 
ates, and how far original these concepts are ? 

Before listing the propositions made by 

Wordsworth in his Preface and deciding whether or not they 
are entirely-original, a brief survey of the currents of thou- 
ght prevailihg during the eighteenth-century is necessary, 
together with the new concepts brought about by his predece- 
ssors. Such a survey would throw light on Wordsworth's origi- 
nality as a theorist. 

It is apparent that Wordsworth collaborated with Coleri- 
dge to produce 'The Lyrical Ballads" and that Its publication 
in 1793 marked the beginning of romanticism in England. So, 
Wordsworth must have shared Coleridge some views on poetic 
principles and poetic criteria. Coleridge was indeed a friend, 
a collaborator and a guide. He was also an inspiring figure with 
whom Wordsworth walked and conversed most of his days 
when they lived as neighbours. This also means that , while 
dealing with' Wordsworth, Coleridge's presence is inescapable. 
It is therefore impossible to isolate Wordsworth's concept 
of imagination, from that of Coleridge, even thought they differ 
in manv things. "The Prelude" afteraSI is said to be Wordswo- 

i o 

rth's letter to Coleridge and "The Biographia Literaria" was 
Coleridge's reDly. h was Colsrid.ee who had persuaded Words- 

worth to write "The Preface" to the edition of 1800, to defend 
their book and to illustrate their experiment. No wonder then 
that he claims that "The Par face" is "Half the Child of his 
brain".(2) 
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the way his poetry was made and his imagination responded to 
the world about him. The most interesting of these works which 
shed light on his concept of imagination is his Preface to "the 
Lyrical Ballads". An essay, probably started at first by both 
Wordsworth and Coleridge together, and then became one of 
the most significant landmarks in English criticism. A sound 
Itterary document which introduced "The Lyrical Baiiads" of 
1800 . 

'The Lyrical Baiiads" was first published in 1798 in collabo- 
ration with Coleridge. A collection of lyrics the longest of 
which is Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner". We 
were told that they had decided to divide the task among them- 
selves ; that Wordsworth was to give the Charm of novelty to 
common things, so that they may look unusual bv throwing 
upon them certain colouring of the imagination, and that Coler- 
ridge was to deal with supernatural events in such a way as to 

make them seem as if natural. Like any revolutionary book, 

si ' ' 

" ) he Lyrical Ballads" wag^ot ^p we lcome. Wordsworth was 
advised by friends to "prefix a systematic defence of the theory 
upon which the poems were written."/ l)But he was unwilling 

to undertake the task at first, z$ he did not like to influence 
the reader into an approbation of his poems. 




pamed pi.: zr.iv-.io-n or rch\). \ ms phiiosopmcai treatise lays down 
Wordsworth's pnndoies on ;:he writing of ooetrv and poecic 
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Wordsworth's Theory of the 

Imagination 

Wordsworth, the first great romantic poet is also the 
most influential theorist. To study his theory of the imagina- 
tion, we must consider his concept of poetic creation as a whole. 

It is well known that Wordsworth's revolutionary predec- 
essors; Blair, Blake and others had dethroned reason and insta- 
lled imagination as the king of the mind's faculty. Wordsworth 
went one step further when he led the reaction of feeling against 
form, and made the poet's feeling the center of poetic reference 
By doing so, he prompted a shift from the eighteenth-century 
concect of ooetry as an imitation of nature to the nineteenth- 
century concept of poetry as an impassioned product of the 
ooet's mind and heart. 



♦♦♦♦♦ 
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However, Wordsworth did not stick to this concept in 

f i i 

x . his later -days. The concluding book of "The Prelude speaks 

' of a different kind of imitation, because the poet's imagination 

does not imitate the products of nature, but rather her creative 
action, especially her power to transform and to unify natural 
objects. Through this approach the meaning of these objects 
is reveaied-a meaning not imposed upon them but discovered 
within them. 

What Wordsworth had demonstrated in his poetry, was 
either laid as a principle of poetic creation or poetic criteria 
in his prose work, or hinted at in his comments on his poems. 
His-precccu cation with his work persuaded him to study his 
experience as a poet, or his poetry as a critic and so, created 
of hirn an interesting theorist. 

in his letters, essays, recorded fragments of conversation 
and often in his pote'ry , Wordsworth gives us an insight into 
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The table or the tree is because and as we see it; or, as Blake 
put it when he was asked "When the sun rises, do you not see 
a round disc of fire somewhat like a Guinea ? No ,no I see an 
an Innumerable company of Heavenly host crying "Holy, Holy, 
Holy is the Lord God Al-mighty".(7) 

Coleridge too stressed the supremacy of the world of 
spirit which was denied by John Locke. To him, the world of 
the spirit is the only reality. Bowra is right to believe that this 
Coleridgean conception was due to the face that, being a poet 
and a metaphysician as well, Coleridge had an intense sense of 
an inner life, together with a belief that, "working with intui- 
tion, is more likely than the analytical reason to make discover- 
ies on matters which really concern us. "(8) 

From this brief commentary it may sound logical to atte- 
mpt a closer examination of at least the three greatest literary 
documents on the doctrine of imagination: namely, Words- 
worth's 'Preface to the Lyrical Ballads' , and the 'Appendix' of 
1802, CoieridgeVSiographia Literaria' and Shelley's 'Defence 
of Poetry'. This effort aims at a better understanding of the 
concept of imagination as expounded by these three great 
romantic theorists, and then to see whether or not these theor- 
ies are put into practice. After all, we all know that the roman- 
tic writers are not theorists in the broad sense of the word, 
and that the theories laid in these outsanding manifestoes of 
romanticism usually defend or illustrate what had already been 
written rather than show how poetry ought to be written. 






their sense of the mystry of things to probe it with a pecuiar 
insight and to shape their discoveries into imaginative forms 
(5)This reasoning led to the acceptable conclusion that, so long 
as imagination works in this way, it cannot be accused of an 
escape from life or of being no more than an agreeable relax- 
ation. 

Being concerned with an insight into the nature of things 
the romantics rejected Locke's limitation of the perception 
of physical objects. They thought that such an assumption ro- 
bs the mind of its most significant function which is not only 
to perceive but to create. On this Coleridge makes his con- 
elusion: 

"If the mind be not passive, if it be indeed made in 
God's image, and that, too, in the sublimest sense, 

' ere is ground for the 



the image of the CreatorVthe 
suspicion that an^ system bui 



anwsystem built on the passiveness 
of the mind must be false as a system." (6) 

Such an argument forms the ideological foundation of rom 
antic ooetry. The romantic poet, unhke the Augustan poet 
is under no restraint to follow nature, because he has a specia 
access to the secrets-of nature. Hence there is a split between 
the poet and the man of the world, which was unknown to the 
eighteenth-century. The Coleridgean doctrine if imagination 
provides the philosophic background for Shelley's dictum, 
"Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world. "(8) 

Shelley defines poetry as the expression of the imagination 
in his 'Defence of Poetry', and Keats assures us in his letter to 
his brother George 13 Sept. 1819, that he "describes" what 
he" imagines". These remarks coincide with richt's subjective 
philosophy chat "the yQry existence and shape of the world 
depend entirely on the vision of the individual imagination . 
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reader as if they were unusual things just by throwing over 
them "certain colouring of imagination". He shares Coleri- 
dge's views that the poet is a man with an exceptional power 
and that he may assume the role of a prophet since the eye of 
imagination allows him to see beyond the surface of reality 
to the immanent ideal. The poet is also conscious of the chasm 
between the transient common -sense of appearance andthe 
eternal infinite realm of truth, goodness and beauty. 

The romantics insisted that when imagination is at work, 
it reveals a special kind of truth to which the ordinary intell- 
igence is blind. The romantic artist has a special insight which 
enables him to see into things and to discover the truth. Yet 
his representation of the truth differs from that of the scien 
tist, or the philosopher. The latter describes things as they 
actually are, whereas the first portrays the facts combined 
with and controlled by a peculiar insight. Coleridge praised 
Wordsworth for this in his 'Biographia Literaria'. 



It was the union of deep feeling with profound tho- 
ught; the fine balance of truth in observing, with 
the imaginative facultu in modifying the objects 
observed; and above all the original gift of sprea- 
ding the tone, the atmosphere, and with it the de- 
pth and height of the ideal world around forms, 
incidents, and situations, of which, for the common 
view, custom had bedim med all lustre, had dried 
up the sparkle and the dew drops.(4) 

Moreover, imagination and insight, for them are inseprable. 
Insight awakes the imagination to work and is in turn sharp- 
ened by it when it is at wor.k. Bowra thinks that this is the 
assumption on which romantics wrote-poetry. so "when their 
creative gifts are engaged, "he argues," they are inspired by 



43 



argues, "is that the poet may be so absorbed in his own pri- 
vate universe and in the exploration of its remoter corners, 
that he may be unable to convey his essential experience to 
other men and fail to convert them to his special creed."(3) 
Whatever their claim was, they were convinced that imag- 
ination is related to truth. The difficulty they faced is to con- 
vince the reader that what they portray in their poetry is the 
truth when they give free play to their imagination. Many re- 
aders tend to take these creations of the imagination as mere 
fantasies. This problem had troubled the Elizabethans before 
Shakespeare associated the poet with the lunatic and the lo- 
ver. To most of them the creation of the imagination hase no- 
thing to do with actual life and provides no more than an agr- 
eeable escape from it .Bacon expresses this view in his "Adv- 
ancement of Learning, 
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"The imagination, being not tied to the laws of 

matter, may at pleasure join that which nature 
hath severed and sever that which nature hath 



joined, and so make unlawful matches and divorce 

CI- " 

or things. 

But the romantics were not contented with an escape from 
the cares of ordinary life. They held the notion that imagin- 
ation is a divine faculty, concerned with central issues that 
are unseen forces ac work. Its essence is to fashion, Shape and 
display these forces. -The poet who acquires this divine faculty 
is capable of giving these forces their significance. He could 
make these forces appealing to the reader and comprehen- 
sible, by throwing upon them the light of his imagination. 

In his 'Preface' to 'The Lyrical Ballads' Wordsworth spe- 
aks of poetry as the work of imagination and assures us that 
common incidents and situations could be presented to ths 
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ble visions in the fancy. But it is irresponsible and not trou- 
bled with truth or reality. 

The romantics rejected this notion on the assumption 
that it robs their work of its essential connection with life. 
To both Blake and Coleridge, Locke represents a deadly he- 
resy on the nature of existence. They rejected his conception 
of the universe and replaced it by their own system in which 
the mind of man is their central point and governing factor. 
They insist, being poets, that the most vital activity of the mi- 
nd is imagination. 

With the romantics imagination came to the forefront 
and became one of the major concerns of the romantic the- 
orists. 

Blake considers the world of imagination as the world 
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of "Eternity". This world to him is "the divine bosom into 

which weshali all go after the death of the vegetated body."(2) 

I I ^^ 1 
According to Coleridge, imagination is of first import- 
ance, because it partakes of the creative activity of God. In 
his 'Biographia Literaria', he expounds his theory of imagin- 
ation while discussing the distinction between imagination 
and fancy, and the differences between primary imagination 
and poetic imagination. His concept claims that the poet is 
in possession of some voluntary power, which is in some sen- 
se not only one with the power that is active in aii human pe- 
rception, but is even a human analogy to the creative power 
of God. This exalts the poet as a man with some special ins- 
ight into the nature of things. This claim was held by words- 
worth, Shelley and Keats. To them, imagination is concerned 
with a supernatural order. Bowra tends co believe that the 
romantic poetry derives much that is most magical in it from 
such a claim, "but the danger of so bold an assumption," ha 
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These tendencies could easily be traced in Thomson's "Cas- 
tle of Indolence," Young's "Night's Thoughts," Gray's "El- 
egy'written in a Country Churchyard, " and Blair's "The Gra- 
ve". The romantics came later to emphasize the selfsame co- 
ncepts and to lay special stress on imagination. Sir Maurice 
Bowra calls our attention to this fact in the first statement 
he makes in his remarkable study of the romantic imaginat- 
ion: 

"If we wish to distinguish a single characteristic 
which differentiates the English Romantics from 
the poets of eighteenth-century, it is to be found 
in the importance which they attached to the ima- 
gination and in the special view which they held 
of it"(l) 

This emphasis on imagination, according to I. A. Richards, was 
strengthened by considerations/Which are both religious and 

metaphysical. 



♦♦>♦ 




Both Blake and Coleridge rejected^ ^ocke's philosophy 
which had pre dominated for a century and which assumes 
that the mind of man is passive, "a lazy looker on on an ext- 
ernal world". This viewpoint found support in an age of sci- 
entific speculation as that of Newton. Both Locke and New- 
ton found a place for God in their Universe. The first on the 
grounds that in every aspect of nature there is an evidence 
of the existence of God. The latter on the principle that the 
great machine of the world implies a mechanic. 

Such convictions did not satisfy the romantics, because 
they ignored the instincts of the individual, so, Locke's views 
on poetry became a target of both Blake and Coleridge. Locke 
stressed the notion that poetry is the task of wit. That wit 
is to combine ideas and create pleasant pictures and agreea- 
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Intorductory Note: 

As far as the eigteenth-century poets are concerned, im- 
agination is not a cardinal point in poetical theory. For Dry- 
den, Pope, Addison and others it has little importance. They ¥ 
thought that what matters most in poetry, is truth to the em- ';> 

otions. But they approved of fancy, provided that it is cont- 
rolled by judgement, they Also, admired the use of images. 

They neglected personal feelings and wished to speak 
in general terms. For them the poet is an interpreter rather 
than a creator.His business is to. display the mysteries of life 
with as much charm as possible and to adhere to the truth 
as far he can manage. 

Forasthe romantics, imagination is fundamental because 
without it poetry is impossible. The born poet is a gifted pe- 
rson. His gift is a capacity to create imaginary world. To curb 
such a capacity is to deny the poet something vital for his ex- 
istence. Sut if he experiences this exceptional capacity wit- 
hout restrictions or restraints, he will produce genuine and 
strong poetry. 

Before the romantics, a group of poets came to lay str- 
ess on naturalness, spontaneity and primitiveness in poetry. 
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6- Knowledge of the appropriateness of the use of proverbs 
is essential,. 

7- The search for interest' is a plausible justification for utiliz- 
ing proverbs in language teaching; proverbs help to stimul- 
ate the learner and sustain his motivation in a foreign langua- 
age learning situation . 
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nee, the teacher will always find available to himself several 

proverbs-relevant to the subject of banking, of course- that 

satisfy the needs of the learner e.g., 

I- Creditors have better memories than debitors . 

2- Much coin, much care . 

8- Money begets money . 

4- Take care of the pence, and the pounds wiii take care of 

..themselves . 
5- Trade is the mother of money . 

Conclusion 

1- Every proverb to be mentioned in the classroom has to be 
explained clearly 'literally and figuratively'. 

2- Familiarity with the cultu ^features of a foreign language 
may be achieved through having more emphases in our teac- 
hing material on the genres of foiklore-not necessarily just 

. .'proverbs' but also; for example, the riddles, nursery rhymes, 
bon mots ... etc., ... <T..*v >/ 

3- The shortcoming ofmolf^the books and dictionaries of 
proverbs lies principally in the method of presentation that 
proverbs are listed as handy phrases and not in a context. 
And here comes the indispensable role of the teacher in 
creating the optimum conditions for exploiting proverbs 
and for learning to take place as a whole. 

4- The utilization of proverbs is feasible in language teaching 
in terms of being related to the three major kinds of gener- 
alisation: notional, functional, and communicative. 

5- The choice and timing of the use of proverbs is very impor- 
tant; and whenerver they are presented, they have to be 
under close control. 
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proficiency has not yet been developed to a good extent, it is 
important to present to the learner proverbs of simple lingui- 
stic structures to ensure that the learner won't make errors 
which are usually accounted to his short-term memory. I am 
not suggesting that we should use only short proverbs for there 
is no reason why long proverbs are not to be exploitd, so 
long as they are carefully controlled . 

The foreign language learner Is usually better able to anal- 
yse the language, and to perceive its irregularities than the 
learner of the first language (Li) ; and at the same time he can 
take a more objective approcach to learning a foreign language 
( FL); but he is able to understand and discuss non-linguistic 
concepts and subject-matter far better in his own language 
than in FL; this may cause him to become frustrated, lose mor- 
ale, and increase his difficulties. Then to offset his iimited ability 
to be so in FL, the teacher can present to the student a selection 
of proverbs that are similar in themes or advice in both Li and 
FL to appreciate them, antfto facilitate the task for the student 
to learn them. For example^,goo£i^nge of English proverbs 
origins and Arabic equivalents have been published in VM-Maw- 
rid' English-Arabic dictionary ( 1981), and among them are the 
following : 

1 — A bird in a hand is worth two in the bush 

2 — A man is known by the company he keeps 

3 — A friend in need is a friend indeed 

4 — A poet is born not made . 

5 — Charity begins at home. 

The choice of the types of proverbs to be presented is 
also determined by the nature of the teaching coursp |f w- 
think, for example, of having a group of learners who want to 
improve their English in a specific field, say 'banking' for in sea- 
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"Original proverb: 'Out of another purse it is easy to be gen- 
erous.' 

Optional transform item : Mt is easy to be generous out of ano- 
ther's purse .' 

Synonym item : 'From someone else's podcetbook it is easy 
to be charitable .' 

Optional transform-synonym item: It is easy to be charitable 
from someone else's podcetbook .' 
iguratlve meaning item: 'Broad thongs are cut from other peop- 
pie's leather.' "(I). 

Rules also include rules about style and register so that 
inapprooriate language will not be produced unless for a parti- 
cular function of joking or insultlng.Thus, It is important to make 
clear to the learner the stylistic and sociolinguistic restraints of 
trovsrbs . And here 1 -,;ote the Oxford dictionary of English 
proverbs ( 1970 ) 'Thomas/Fuller the physician in 1732 was of 
the oDinlon that 'sentences and sayings .... are usual and use- 
art mVonversatlon and Business', with the warning that they 
'are to be accounted as Sauce to relish Meat with', and that to 
apply them wrongly is 'abominably flopplsh, ridiculous, and 
nauseous . \* . ia ;. 

The -selection of proverbs is very important since they are 

exceptionally heterogeneous and evidently can not be studied 

;rK , : . And when the teacher selects a group of proverbs, 

■L,,.pU h=*r in mind a number of factors that may have an 

rftoit to a no small excanc, on the learning process, ror snsta- 

nee, in die early stages t/ li.n^a-e learning , wnen tna uarna" - 

>0 ?< ? . n d Wiiiiam F.Brawer, 'Comprehension 
and Memory of the Lateral and Figurative Meaning o> ^o- 
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And many other proverbs exhibit different types of conditional 
clauses, for instance : 
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f you wish good advice, consult an old man 

f you had all the wits in the world, fools would fell you . 

f you always say 'No' , you'll never be married . 

f my aunt had been a man, she'd have been my uncle . 

f the beard were all, the goat might preach . 

Accordingly, syntantic knowledge can be built up by famil- 
iarising the learner, throught the use of probverbs as examples, 
with the formal grammatical devices of the language: tense,' 
aspect, mood, gender, number . . . . ect., bearing in mind that 
most of proverbs are written in the present simple tense (e.g., 
one poison drives out another's)and are usually declaratives ! 
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Moreover, rules embrace all that is systematic in a langu- 
age and not just syntactic rules ; they also include semantic rules 
'combinatorial rules', and £|4 marking of items in the lexicon 
so that meaningless sentences^canliot be generated . And we 
should take into account the communicative purposes which 
are again generalisation aboTTT tffe ways people address each 
other by use of language e.g., giving information, asking quest- 
ions, apologizing , etc.Wilkins ( 1974 ) writes The learning of 
meaning systems is no less important than the learning of formal 
systems. Meaning here includes the meaning of grammatical 
forms, the communicative function of sentences used as utter- 
ances and more obviously, the meaning of individual lexical 
items.' (P. 80). The teacher can explain the meaning. of proverbs 
which are sometimes expressed in archaic vocabulary and svn- 
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Student : Do diamonds come in small packages ? 

Teacher : Why ? 
' Student : Why do diamonds come in small packages . 
Teacher : Replace the word 'diamonds' by a synonym- 
ous item . 
Student : jewelry or precious stones . etc.,.. 

St is essential for the iearner to achieve some generalisation 
in what he has learned which means that we can select and 
grade some of the proverbs on a scale of increasing difficulty 
he., proverbs that exhibit the least- structural difficulty and are 
the least stylistically marked can be ntroduced in an early stage 
of learning, and those that are structurally and contrastively 
more difficult and stylistically more heavily marked may be 
presented later .Learners can us^proverbs that pose new synta- 
ctic forms in structural drills so that they may have an ample 
opoortunity to generate new sentences identical in structure 
to "the ones of the prover^Ut different in vocabulary . For 
example , when teaching t'nTTearn^TTne topic of subject-verb 
agreement, the teachej>^nj^^ak^se;^f the proverbs 'lime 
works wonders' , in. compWoTs* to 'limes change, and we 
change with them.' with a clarification that the word 'time' 
can be countable or uncountable depending upon how it is used 
In the meantime, numerous proverbs can also be utilized, as 
examoies, in teaching 'comparison and intensification' of adjec- 



tives and advero-s e.g 
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ba?!n we!!, batter to and we!!. 
ieccer give the wool than the sheep. 
The more a man has, the more he desires 
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psychological facets that have deep values in the actual nature 
of the people and their society to the extent proverbs can 
provide the teacher with a number of labels-for example, time, 
space, location, shape, mora! and emotional attitudes .. etc., 
for referring to a vast array of concepts which is a type of genera- 
lisation, namely , notional generalisation. And in order to arouse 
the desire in the learner to communicate in that lan^ua^e the 

o o 

teacher can exploit proverbs as and when they are available and 
relevant in the pursuit of excellence of learning. Peter Strevens 
(1977) writes 'Humour, variety, interesting material, demons- 
trably relevant material, involvement of the learner-especially 
relating the English course to the world of the learner outside 
the classroom -these are qualities deliberately sought because 
they are believed to improve the rate of learning as the learner's 
continued commitment to the task.' (P.66). For instance, the 
proverbs' that have contradictive themes, or advice e.<?., 'Mkht 
overcomes right' which contradicts with 'Right is stronger 
than might', or the priv^rb ' Care and diligence bring luck' 
which versus 'Care brings grey hair' can be introduced to iear- 
ners to spark off a spontaneous discussion ; learners can be 
dvided into two groups and each group can argue in favour of 
a proposition. Although this primarily involves oral practice, 
the teacher may ask the student to take notes and write argum- 
entative compositions or a reported speech summary of the 
class debate or discussion as homework . 

The teacher should ascertain chat his students have thorou- 
ghly mastered the construction and lexis of the proverb, and 
are informed of its literal and figurative meaning. He may *et 
nis students to ask each other questions, or he may cho 



-y *-3jvOo-8 CO 



• 



Example of a proverb set { Diamonds come in small packages) 
Teacher : Ask me if diamonds come in small packages . 
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heart and still not be able to use them appropriately .Instead, 
we can suit the action to the proverb by using it in a context, 
and by making clear the circumstances of its use, taking into 
consideration that most proverbs have both a literal and a 
figurative level of meaning. At the literal level, a proverb such 
as (Run after two hares and you will catch neither) (I) gives 
advice about catching rabbits, whereas at the figurative level 
it suggests a warning against trying to do too many things at 
the sametime. 

Susan Kemper (1981) investigated the ability to underst- 
and and remember both the literal and the figurative meaning 
of proverbs and concluded 'When proverbs occur naturally 
in a linguistic context, figurative uses are understood more 
rapidly than literal uses. In contrast, figurative interpretati- 
ons of isolated proverbs are more difficult to make than lite- 
ral interpretations. Inferences from the literal meaning of the 
proverb to their figurative meaning seem to be required only 
when subjects can not use contextual information to gener- 
ate expectations about what the speaker is likely to say. (P. 
197) She also found that literal uses of Proverbs were under- 
stood more rapidly than figurative uses when proverbs follo- 
wed single word cues; for example, if the proverb is 
(Diamonds come in small packages) the literal cue word is 
'jewelry and the figurative one is 'size' . 

The realm of proverbs Is rich and broad; one can find in 
,„., ^,-..^, ~~ ->h* ■^■■■-■^W* i?£=..i-:\3 ^r", oassScn, moral and 
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the second language culture. This view, of course, has its bea- 
ring on the exploitation of the proverbs that are similar in 
( theme and found in more than one language; and this will be 
manifested below. 

As an effective literary genre, attention must not be paid 
only to the role and significance of proverbs and to tracing 
(as far as may be possible) their history but also to the stylistic 
devices they contain, such as: 
metaphor - Too many cooks spoil the broth' 
rhyme - 'Buying and selling is but winning and losing' or 

'East or west, home is best' 

simile - 'like punishment and equal pain, both key and 

keyhole do sustain' 

alliteration- 'Never trouble trouble till trouble troubles you 

It only doubles trouble And troubles others too' 

Dr. L. Bradley, an educational psychologist at Oxford 
university found in a recent study that nursery rhymes- which 
usually contain stylistic features like the ones' we find in prov- 
erbs- help children to read and spell in a better way (I); this 
means that some genres of folklore can be applicable in langu- 
age teaching on a larger scale. 

Teaching in a classroom implies a consideration of the 
various pedagogic techniques which are based on different 
ideas about the nature of the learning process, and different 
notions about what the goals of study are. However, the exp- 
loitation of proverbs can be achieved as follows: 
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proverb or phrasebook contains as one can learn proverbs by 
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tion is regarded very highly, and proverbs are the palm-oil 
with which words are eaten, "(I) 

Meanwhile, without a fairly extensive knowledge of the 
social, economical, moral, and psychological aspects of the 
society, a stranger may sometimes find himself unable to follow 
the fine shades of meaning of a text, carried by various lingu- 
istic choices, although he has a sufficient vocabulary that enab- 
les him to understand the target language, Raja. T. Masr (1980: 
1 13) mentions three points for mastering the use of language: 

a- Know the correct I anguage to use, 
b- understand the general situations in which to use the 
language (contextual orientation), and 

c- understand the culture of the native speakers of the 
language (cultural orientation) and he adds, 'Cultural orien- 
tation means learning about a culture; it does not mean copy- 
in<? or imitating that culture.' P 

D.A. Wilkins (!974:49)^5i$mt^ojJt v 'Language learning 
will also be much influenced by attitudes towards cultural 

aspects of language. In one sense* language cannot be properly 
learned without familiarity with features of the culture, since 
lan^ua?e and culture are inextricably connected, and he adds, 
'It is important to relate the language being learned to the 

cultural context of the native speakers of that language 

This view, however, is not universally held. In some places, 
learnin? is associated much more with features of the learner's 
own culture, usually in order to reinforce the Individual' s 
sense of his own culture and sometimes from the desire to 
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(!) The New Encyclopedia Britannica, (Chigaco, Encyclope 
dia Britannica inc., 1974), Vol. 7, P. 464. 
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In the above works proverbs are either arranged in the 
alphabetical order of some, usually the first, significant word 
in the proverb, for example: 

'None but fools and fiddlers sing at their meat.' 
becomes: 'Fools and fiddlers sing at their meat, None but*. 

Proverbs are also arranged according to the subject - 
matter; for instance, Gluski (1971) compiled a host of proverbs 
in six universal languages- English, French, Italian, Spanish, 
German, and Russian. And the collection is divided into a num- 
ber of topical sections, such as: words and deeds, business and 
trade, cause and effect, time- weather and the like. Champion 
(1950) grouped twenty six thousand proverbs, selected from 
one hundred and eighty-six languages and dialects, according 
to their country of origin; each collection is arranged alphab- 
etically in accordance with the chief or catchword and suool- 

emented with a subject-matter index. 

f 

W hy so i! 3d we study proverbs? 

'A justification for the study of proverbs, if any is needed,! 
may be found in its usefulness for philology, osvcholopy, fol- 
klore, the history of manners, and for literary studies, to 
help establish -a text or interpret a meaning.' (I) 

From the cultural point of view, a good deal of folklore, 

especially the prmerb, serves to instruct and remind mzmbarz 
of society of wise codes of conduct to the extent that proverbs 
in some African societies are used for firm codes with force of 
judicial precedent; the African novelist Chinna Ache-be writes 
in Things Fall Apart'; "Among the 'ibo' the art of convarsa- 
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(i) Joanna Wilson, Introduction' The Oxford Dictionary of 
English Proverbs, (Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1970) P. 
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tart ferme on I 'estable quand les chevaux sont perduz' (I). 
English proverbs are often figurative - although many 
excellent ones, such as 'Haste makes waste' have nothing fig- 
urative about them draw their metaphors, due to their folk 
association, from matters of everyday interest, for instance: 

1- Joy- Sorrow 'He that sings on Friday will weep on Sunday'. 

2- Friendship -Enmity In time of prosperity friend will be 
plenty; in time of adversity, not one amongst twenty.' 

3- Parents- Children Take heed of a stepmother: the very 
name of her sufficeth.' 

It is worth noting that the first dated book ever printed 
in England was a book of proverbs called 'Dictes and Sayings 
of the Philosophers' (2) and was published in 1477 by William 
Caxton. In the 20th century a numbar^of books and dictionaries 
of proverbs were also published among them are: 
i- 'English Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases' by G.LApperson 




(1929). 

2- 'Racial proverbs' by S.G. Champion (I95G). 

3- 'A Dictionary of the Proverbs in England in the S 6th and 
1 7th centuries 1 by M.P. Tilley (1950). 

4- 'Proverbs, sentences and Proverbial Phrases' by B.J. and 
H.W. Whiting (1963). 

5- The Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs' by P.P. and J. 
Wilson (1970). 



(3) Mumr BaalbakJ, 'Al~ Mcw^f -A Modarn English-Arabic 
Dictionary, (Beirut, Dar El-llm til-Maiayen, 1981) P.55. 

(2) Eivajean Hail, The Proverbs, (New York, Franklin Watts, 
Inc., 1970) P. 14. 
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parable? A goodly word like a goodly tree ....' (I), 'Let another 
praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your 
own lips,' (2); or even they could be the wisdoms of sages for 
example, Geoffrey Chaucer used many proverbs in his Cante- 
rbury Tales e.g., 'Lightly as it comth, so wol we spende' (3) 
and so did William Shakespeare in his plays e.g., 'Every why 
hath its wherefore' (4). 

What is more interesting is that the same or quite similar 
proverbs, in two or more variants, are often found in many 
regions and in many languages e.g., 

'Necessity has no law,' (English and Arabic) 

A number of reasons can be deduced for this affinity among 
proverbs: 

I- The genera! applicability of proverbs to the activities of 
daily life. /v^^\ 

2- Similar proverbs may have the same source of origin, or 
could have been borrowed, directly or indirectly, from one 
language into another as the case of many proverbs of foreign 
origin that were quickly absorbed into English life to the ext- 
ent that no suspicion of borrowing can be entertained e.<?., 
the English proverb 'It is too late to shut the stable-door whan 
the horse is stolen 'is derived from the French proverb' A 
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(1) A. Yusif All, The Holy Quran Text, Translation and Comm- 

entary, (U.S.A., The Muslim Students Association of the 
U.S.A. and Canada, 1975). Surah xiv, Aya(vsrse) 24 P. 626. 

(2) The Holy Bible, (New York, Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1952) 
(3). Munir Ba .'aibaki 'Al- Maw rid' -A Modern English- Arabic 

Diet., (Beirut, Dar Ei-ilm Lii-Maiayen, 19$]) P.35. 
(4) W. Shakespeare, The Comedy of Errors, (Cambridge, Univ- 
ersity Press, 1968) Act II, Scene !!, P. 17. 
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2- 'A short familiar saying expressing some well-known truth 
or common fact of experience.' (i) 

8-* 'A crystalized summary of popular wisdom or fancy.' (2) 
4- Or as Francis Bacon put it The genius wit and spirit of a 
nation are discovered in its proverbs.' (3) 

Moreover, proverbs revea! trace of culture, nature, theo- 
gonic myths, and of historical events that are expressed in 
such a way as to arrest the attention. 

In the aggregate, many will agree that proverbs are usua- 
lly short and embody a witty reflection on some aspect of life. 
And they must have some oral vitality which distinguishes 
them from the mere written cliches of journalese, commerc- 
ialese, and the like. 

Although many collections of proverbs have been assem- 
bled, published, and been subject to a good deal of study, still 
some of the published proverbs are not in strict terms prover- 
bs at all, but simply trite and commonplace remarks e.g., 'Jo- 
hn Bull', 'Silly Billy', 'Old Nick', etc.l 

As far as the orisip of proverbs is concerned, they are 
sometimes so old that their origin cannot be traced, while 
others are comparatively new, or rather their old forms have 
been clothed in new and more expressive forms. Yet, a host of 
proverbs in use nowadays are extracted from the Holy Books 
and literary works e.g., 'Seest thou not how God sets forth a 

(\) Edmund 1. Gordon, Sumerian Proverbs, Glimpses of Every 
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This paper considers the importance and the means of 
exploiting proverbs in a foreign language learning situation. 
Introduction: 

Before bringing to light the origin of proverbs, one must 
first answer the question as to what the proverb itself repres- 
ents. By and large the proverbs, or as informally called 'folk 
saying', are a prominent genre of oral literature which embra- 
ces a wide range of folk narrative, folk song, and genres such 
as the tongue-twister, the jest or joke, the riddle, and the 
belief or superstition. Besides, the proverb, as a genre in itse- 
lf, is an umbrella for many a various type of proverbs, prover- 
bial phrases, and proverbial similes; and terms such as 'maxi- 
ms', and 'aphorisms' are often used to refer to proverbs. 

It is with difficulty that one can give a satisfactory defini- 
tion; however, proverbs can be defined and labelled in terms 
of what is said about the proverb and 1 quote here some of the 
common definitions: 

1- 'A short sentence or phrase in common use, containing 
some trope, figure, bomonymy, rhyme, or other novelty of 

expression.' (!) 



(!) Ray, A Hand-Book of Proverbs, (London, George Bell and 
Sons, 1882) P. vii. 
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1 . 'Correctness', the much discussed concept, and often 
equated with observance of certain rigid normative 'rules' is 
much too inflexible to be of real help to the error analyst. 
Besides, it often prescribes outdated forms v/hich are based 
sometimes on false logic and almost exclusively on a particu- 
lar prestigious variety of the FL. 

2. 'Acceptability' is, however, usage oriented and has 
the added advantage of accommodating linguistic variations 
stemming from stylistic, registral and 'modal' factors. The 
error analyst ought to keep these factors clearly before him 
when he dubs certain forms 'erroneous'. Wrong choice of 
style can lead to unpleasantness, even misunderstanding, and 
the utterances appear bizarre. Such language use may be ter- 
med 'erroneous'. Mixing up of registers also leads to 'errors'- 
(a) when the register of the native language is forced on that 
of the FL and (b)when a wrong choice of register is made with- 
in an FL. Error analysis at sophisticated level on a TEFL prog- 
ramme has also to take into consideration cases when purely 
colloquial forms are used for serious "waiting or when ponder- 
ous linguistic forms are /em ployed in-Hght speech. 

3. The error analyst has to clearfy specify whether his 
obiect is to view 'errors' from the standpoint of intra-dial- 
ect use or inter-dialect use and to maintain consistency in 

his analysis. 

4. In the grammatical part of accept ability, the error 
analyst may be confronted with a few, limited but tricky cases 
when actual usage seems to violate some grammatical dispe- 
nsations. Grammar does not shape usage; it only endeavours 
co account for it. Nevertheless, the basic principles stand good 
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5. Cases of semantic incogruity accountable in terms of 
lack of proper 'reference' in the world of experience should 
also be processed as 'errors' of the significant type. 
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corresponding terms in other languages.(S) In Arabic, for exa- 
mple, only three terms are used to describe the weather: har, 

dafi: warm: hot and band: cold. 

There is no equivalent for 'cool' in Arabic. It appears that in 
their overmuch preoccupation with grammatical relativism, 
linguists have by and large ignored the most important cogni- 
tive manifestation of all, the intricacy of lexical organization 
vis-a-vis the foreign-language learner. 

What is of significant interest to us here is the fact that 
many of these lexico-semantic deviations do find currency 
and are acceptable within the framework of the speech commu- 
nity in which they are used. Existence of a large number of 
slang words and their full acceptance by the members of the 
linguistic group (e.g. the Hippies) using this siang is a case in 
point. In our regional English too, one may notice quite a few 



ritish Standard Usage. Some exa- 



of these 'deviations' from 
mples are: 




Family: In British English, 'family' comprises father, mother 
and children. In Arab culture, 'family' Includes cousins, rela- 
tions and even the parents of the spouse. 

Unde-ln-hw: used only as a kinship term obtained by trans- 
lation from Arabic; in English culture, uncle is used to indic- 
ate brother of one's father or mother, or the husband of one's 

aunt, 

'black money': a t^rm coined to stand for unaccounted money 
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Conclusion:- Any one en sage d in the task of error analysis for 
ble determinants capable of sifting 'errore' from 'non-errors'. 
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thoughts.We cannot conceptualize a grandfather as a child of 
Ave the rising of the sun at midnight in Mosul, and a two thous- 
and five hundred and fifteen year old man giving birth to a horse 
We are not talking here of accepted metaphors or figurativ- 
expressions the significane odf which is connotations!. In ever- 
day use, these sentences are clear cases of what Manfred 
Birwisch (1970:171) calls violation of 'selection restnct,ons 
These 'restrictions' specify possible semantic affinities among 
lexical entries and indicate which lexical elements may be sel- 
ected in order to form a semantically well-formed combin- 
ation of two or more syntactically combined lexical elements. 
Violation of 'selection restrictions' in non-con notative wri- 
ting must, therefore, be processed as 'errors of the signifi- 
cant type. >>: : : : '.k , u 

s- *• ^^/i/rthnr leaving aside sucn 

3 Lex/co-Semantic deviations. Ltaviuj, 

cases of' semantic inco-riuty, there are cases of <-*<>" 
t/c deviations from the andard usage in a language. A language 
is a very vital part of the culture_of;ts speech community. Our 
language sha.es and classifies the 'reality' for us. Words o a 
lavage are like ler.es that stand between us and real.ty 
ndVar.y of these are not only warped but also tinted. How 
our different habits of naming can affect our thinking -sym- 
ptomized by the efficiency with which we communlcate-can 
be shown through recognition tests: "the monohngual Zun. 
presented with a small set of different colours and then asked 
after a brief interval to pick out the ones he saw from a muo 
larger collections will have trouble recognizing the ones or 
which his language does not have convenient names. (Bolin- 
tor Dwight, 1975:245), Other continuums present tne same 
problem across languages-temperature, for example, where 
Fnglish hot-wnrm-cool-cold do not coincide lexically with the 
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providing a special context . Failing this , such utterances will 
be acceptable' phonological!/ ( or, graphologkaify ) and gram- 
matically but meaningless' referential!/. Such utterances are 
called non-sense' in common parlance. Thus, the well-known 
non-sense' sentence given by Chomsky - 

•Colourless green ideas sleep furiously / is obviously gram- 
mat.cal in the sense that other sentences can be found which 
are identical to it in structure , e.g., 

Happy young colts play merrily 

Blessed new couples love ardently 
The only problem with Chomsky's sentence is that it is not 
the sort of sentence for which, at least in 1982 , we can find 
a proper referent in the world of reality. Yet, if somehow 
in future howsoever remote, the .sentence finds a proper 'refe- 
rent' it would be as acceptable semantical!/ too as the following 
Very fast films are susefui in theWction of cosmic rays 
The above sentence is of a kind for which an aopropriate refer- 
ent could not have been conceived qfc hundred years ago when 
films and 'cosmic rays' were unknown . 

Chomsky ( 1965 :2.3.l ) calls utterances which are unacce- 
ptable on semantic count alone cases of "purely semantic" 
incogruity. The following will serve as suitable illustrations : 

* All's grandfather is a child of five . 

* Everyone woke up when the midnight sun rose in 
Mosul. 

The two thousand five hundred and fifteen year old 
man gave birth to a horse 

Such sentences violate psychological constraints of some 
k.nd, not syntactic ones. That is the conceptual structures that 
would have to underlie these sentences are simply not possible 
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*3. Yes, I didn't . 

*4. He was feeiing very sorrry for a week . 
'22 3 Semantic Acceptability . Acceptability at the level 
of semantics can be considered from two standards : 

i . Acceptability without a context being provided separa- 

tely . 
ii. Acceptability within a special context . 
-lost well -formed utterances in 'a language are acceptable 
even without being provided with a separate context, e.g., 
I'll shut the door 
1 love you but 1 hate your father. 
Such utterances are semanticaliy 'self-contained' and are 
stood in most contexts of situation without any difficulty. Th.s 
is because the 'referents' in such cases are "obvious . 



MEANINGS (Concept) 



/ **•/ 



UTTERANCE 




KEFERE3WT 
FORM 

MEANING ( Concept ) 

UTTERANCE 

FORM REFERNT 

( A traditional diagrammatical representation of the 'triangle 

of signification ) . 

Certain utterances are 'acceptable' only within a speciail 
context ( Bv 'context' is meant both the situational and the 
verbal' context cf an utterance .) In such cases , the utterance- 
referent relationship is not so obvious but may be so made by 
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English and yet it displays certain marked syntactic features 
which violate the rules of English grammar. Such instances of 
. violation' which are Pan-Arab may be treated as deviations 
from the internationally accepted standards . One such 'devia- 
tion is the tag question . In the grammar of Standard English 
a tag question following a statement and separated from it by 
a comma "involves a repetition of the auxiliary and 'subject' 
of the first pre-comma part , with the proviso that the order 
must be changed, the negative added and the 'subject' pronom- 
inalized .e.g., 

Mary will come, won't she ? 
John can run, can't he ? 
I have won, haven'tl ?" ( Postal, 1968:254 ). 
Very common 'deviations' of the above sentences are : 
Mary will come, isn't it ? 
John can run , isn't it 
I have won , isn't if ? 

Another syntactic 'deTBElon^TeEtes to the so called court- 
esy placement of the first, second and third person P 
pronouns in a compound sODJecif where Standard English foll- 
ows the order as second person, third person and first person 
The Arabic speaker - no doubt, under the influence of the nat- 
ive usage- follows a different order - first person , second per- 
son and thirs person , e <? 

/ and you are going to the movies toniahr 
I, you and she have all been declared successful . 
A few other illustrations of departures from the syntax 
of Standard English, mostly under the influence of. LI , follow: 
*l. If you will work hard, you will pass . 
*2. When I reached the shop, then ) bought a book. 
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A brief discussion of a few sample cases will be relevant 

here : 

1. (a) between you and I 
(b) between you and me 

whereas (a) is the more current, (b) is the more 'correct' on 
the ground that as object of the preposition 'between', the 
objective case form -of the first person pronoun is justified . 

2. (a) What place are you going to 
(b) To what place are you going 

Sentence (a) is surely more racy; sentence (b) is more 'correct' 
but plodding' The latter has the approval of the prescriptive 
grammarian because on the analogy of the practice in Latin 
a sentence is not to end in a particle . 

in conclusion , this in no way should be allowed to cast 
doubt on the existence of L s4 of principles of sentence cons- 
truction that a learner of language has to master - principles , 
that specify certain sequences of ^ words as being grammatical 
sentences of the language and exclude others. To abandon the 
distinction because of some border-line cases would be to 
distort our picture of language far more than it is distorted by 
the idealizing assumption that a decision can be made for every 

sentence . 

2.2.2.!. It is pertinent to take note of syntactic deviations 
in the English of Arabic speakers. The 'Englishness' of this socio- 
regional variety lies in the fact that its basic linguistic systems 
are the same as those of English English . Its peculiarity lies in 
the fact that within the genera! framework of the systems of 
English English , it displys certain distinguishing phonologica 
lexico-semantic and syntactic features. English in the Arab 
world retains a grammatical core characteristic of Standard 
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rd between subject and verb, modifier and head noun, the 
head and its post verbal substitute ; confusion and wrong use 
of adjectives and adverbs dangling modifers, use of inapprop- 
riate prepositions and articles, wrong tense formation, the 
direct and indirect forms of narration, and the misuse of conju- 
nctions . 

Besides, there are what Noam Chomsky ( 1 965:2.3. i ) 
calls "fairly clear cut cases of violation of purely syntactic rules." 
Some of his illustrations are : 

*sincerity frighten may boy the 

*boy the frighten may sincerity - 

for, 'Sincerity may -froghten the boy '. 

Although these two cases may be regarded as extremes 
of their type , encountered seldom in actual use , one does 
come across utterances such as\the fhllowing : 
* I want some no else \ 

--C , , f , 

-Sure is terrible the lecture 
Thus while it is easy enough to formulate that a deviant 



or ungrammatical sentnce is one^c'h violates some gramm- 
atical constraint, it is not always possible to make up one's 
mind about every sentence which may be given. This appears 
particularly true in cases where the : edges' have got partially 
eroded by contrary usage .4 
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4An enquiry into social attitudes to English usage was 
conducted by the University of New Castle Upon Tyne. A 
questionnaire was sent around to school and university teach- 
ers of English, examinees of English, school teachers of subjects 
other than English, lectures in colleges of education and of 
commercial and technical colleges, managerial staff and so on. 
Their opinion was sought as to the 'correctness' of 55 selected 
sentences in the questionnaire. There was little agreement 
- a fact which is rather significant. (W.H.Nittins, 1970). 
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on!v the phonemic contrasts and tends to disregard all the 
allophonlc variations. Besides, different dialects of the same 
language often have slightly different phonemic systems . So 
the" notion of phonological 'acceptability' and 'correctness 
will have to be viewed from two different stand-points : 

a. intra-dialect 

b. inter-dialect 

While the written form of a languaget ends to be uniform, 
the spoken form always exhibits divergences both within a dia- 
lect and, still more sharply, among its various dialects . The 
lexicon and the grammer of a dialect ( or of a language ) are 
' rather easily 'standardized' and made uniform through the 
influence of the printed word. This, however, does not happen 
in the case of the spoken form.^hus, while it rnaty be easy to 
describe a 'standard' written language or dialect, it would be 
less easy to say preclsel/wfat the 'standard' spoken form is. 
For the purpose of a systematic study of speech, the phonetic- 
ian has to evolve a workable 'norm' oh^e basis of which he 
can refer to divergences or deviations in individual speech. 
This "norm" in most cases is, for reasons which are almost all 
extra-linguistic, the form most frequently used by the educated 
and the most influential speakers of the language. The Received 
Pronunciation has become such a norm for British English . 
2.2.2. Grammatical Acceptability : Grammatical icy is "that 
part of the acceptability of utterances which can be accounted 
for in terms of the rules of formation ^nd transformation speci- 
fying the permissible combinations of the distribution classes 
of elements ( 'categories' and 'features' ) in sentences." ( John 
Lyons : 1968 , 9.3. 10 ). 

in English, one comes across violations of the rules of 
grammar in a number of cases such as those pertaining to cor, -co- 
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Advanced Learners' Dictionary of Current English which I am 
sending as per your instructions. As early reply is solicited . 

Yours sincerely , 
Raja Mhustafa Younis ." 
It is obvious that the writer of the letter has used the register of 
commercialese' in a personal, informal letter 

2.1.3. Acceptability and Mode of Discourse : Still another 
type of linguistic variation is in 'form' or 'Mode of Discourse . 
One can notice a consistent difference between the spoken and 
the writen forms of a language. In oral communication , one 
has the advantage of personalized human contact and interac- 
tion . The hearer helps the speaker understand how far comm- 
unication is taking place by his gestures, confirmations, comm- 
ents and questions. But the writer has to do without all such 
aids and has, therefore, to be proportionately more careful , 
elaborate and self-contained . Non-native users of English [ 
who for the most part leajVthe+j^English from the printed 
word, often ignore this basicdistin^ioD and speak ponderous 
prose. Even the choice of words is^ometimes dictionary - 
bound but not socially operative - hence amusing 

2.2.0. Layers of Acceptability : 'Acceptability' can be conve- 
niently conceived of as existing in 'layers' . Thus linguistic forms 
may be 'unacceptable' in one or more of the following ways : 

I. Phonological / Graphological . 
3. Grammatical ( Morphological and Syntactic ). 
3. Semantic . 

2.2.1. Phonological Acceptability ;Whiie talking of 'Phonolo- 
gical Acceptability', one has to disregard minute phonetic diff- 
erences, as these are bound to occur even among members 
of the same speech community. It is a known fact that the native 
speaker of a language, unless he is a trained phonetician, hears 
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or adjectival or adverbial phrase expounds a complete utter- 
ance, and a high proportion of present or future tense verb 
forms. 3 

Ail languages make use of 'registers' and Register as such 
appears to be a language universal. Nevertheless its surface 
manifestations vary from language to language. This often po- 
ses a learning problem to the foreign-language learner bec- 
ause Register-shift, viz., the ability to shift registers accor- 
ding to shifts in the situations is one of the crucial conditions 

for success in handling a foreign language effectively. 

An attempt is sometimes made by a foreign-language 
learner to force a registral feature of his L! into that of L2. 
An Arabic speaker learning English often begins a personal 
letter with: 
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"I am all right here, and I hope by the grace of God Alm- 
ighty who is kind and merciful, you and yours are also equ 
ally well " 




These are clear-cut cases of the interference of elements of 

■ 

the native culture into English where they misfire as no two 
languages have exactly identical ways of structuring their reg- 
istral resources. 

Still another source of error in the handling of registers 
is the failure on the part of a learner of a foreign language to 
keep two or more registers of that language discrete. A let- 
ter to a friend such as the following, which was purported 
to be personal and intimate, sounds funny: 

"My dear Mr. khalaf Durzee Saleem, 

i am in receipt of your kind letter of the 15th of 
October, 1981 Kindly find enclosed herewith the book 

(3) For details relating to telephonic conversation, see Ver- 
ma, S.K., 1969. 
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used appears bizarre or ridiculous. Thus, though there are 
times when the various styles tend to shade into one another 
like a worn stair-case, yet a good user of a language keeps th- 
em as much apart as possible. An Iraqi learner of English will, 

no doubt, sound very odd if in response to a question 'where 
he lives,' he says- 

* My abode is in Baghdad. 2 

2. 1 .2. Acceptability and Field of Discourse: Another import- 
ant dimension of language-use which gives rise to language 
varieties of a different kind is the -Field of Discourse. The name 
given to any variety along this axis is 'Register' . Registral va- 
rieties are marked by differences in phonological, grammat- 
ical and lexical features. Consequently, there are distinct re- 
gisters of science, history v% law, philosophy, literature, spo- 
rts, commerce, religion, cookery, embroidery and so on. Foo- 
tball commentators, public speakers, priests, newspaper sell- 
ers, auctioneers, drill instruotors and announcers at radio, 



television, railway stations and air ports exploit certain pho- 
nological resources ofthe language to attract the attention 
of the audience. Grammatically also, various registers have 
their distinguishing features. The register of history makes 
use of a high proportion of past tense verb forms; the regi- 
ster of the International Language ofthe Air is marked by a 
high percentage of present and future tense verb forms and 
imperatives. The register of telephonic conversation also sh- 
ows distinct grammatical features-a preponderance of rnoo- 
dless clauses or reduced sentences, and in which a nominal 
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(2) Readers of Pride and prejudice are familiar with the lunny 
effect of the speeches of the notorious Mr. Collins who 
mixes up the formal and the informal styles out of sheer 
sense of self-dignity and solemnity. 
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1967, 99) . A larger number of errors than is often realized in 
the English of foreign learners, stem from their insensitivity 
to levels of usage in this language. Language is used for a mul- 
ticiplity of purposes and what is said and the way it is said dep- 
end upon the situation in which an utterance is made, the ki- 
nd of relationship that obtains among the participants, the 
subject matter of the discourse (technical, literary, social .. 
...), the mode of the discourse (spoken, written ) and several 
other factors. Thus "every user of a language appears in a net- 
work of interlocking and over-lapping reastricted languages" 
(Verma, S.K., 1969). 

2.1.1. Acceptability and Manner of Discourse: In respect 
of the Manner of Discourse, Martin Joos (1959) distinguishes 
wide variations in sty I e-Frozen>:. Formal, Consultative, Cas- 
ual and Intimate: /y**^^\ 

Frozen: Visitors should make their way at once to the 

upper floor by way of the stair-case. 

Formal: Visitors should go up the stairs at once. 
Consultative: Would you mind going upstairs right away, 

please? 

Casual: Time you all went upstairs now. 

Intimate: Up you go, chaps. 
P.D. Strevens (1 965: 90) adds a sixth variety to these; he ca- 
lls it Vulgar: 

Vulgar: Get up them stairs. 

In spite of the fact that these variations of style are not 
hard-edged pigeon holes and that there is a continual overl- 
apping between them, wrong choice of style can lead to unp- 
leasantness or even misunderstanding. Of course, the mea- 
ning continues to be obvious in most cases, but the language 
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ri ate context, and is, or would be, accepted by other native 
speakers as belonging to the language in question." 

2.1.0. Acceptability, Unacceptability~a dine: There is 

hardly any such thing as either perfect acceptability or abso- 

ute unacceptability. Between these two hypothetical extre- 

emes there is a dine with varying degrees of acceptability. 

J. P. Thorne (1970: 187) has illustrated this point very well: 

An old man came in who suffered from asthma. 

An old man who suffered from asthma came in. 

Both the sentences given above are almost equally accepta- 
ble; but in the following two sentences- 

An old man with asthma came in 

An old man came in with asthma- 
the first is certainly more acceptable than the second. 
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Again, the following two sentences- 

/ / 
I called most off the girls up 

I called up most of the girls- 
are equally acceptable, but not the foilowing- 
I called up the girls who lived there 
I called the girls who lived there up. 

Some utterances, likewise, may be perfectly acceptable in one 
particular 'variety' of English and yet unacceptable in anoth- 
er. Thus 'Our Mom done that' which is unacceptable in Stan- 
dard English ('My Mummy did that') is just as acceptable in 
its own particular 'variety' of English. "Those people who say 
that such a sentence as 'Everybody contributed their share' 
is ungrammatical only do so without realizing that they are 
comparing it with the sentence 'Everybody contributed 
share' which is 'grammatical in the dialect of Standard Eng- 
ish but not necessarily in other dialects." (Darbyshire, A.E.: 
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'Correctness*, 'grammatically* and 'acceptability' are 
closely inter-linked, and one cannot be discussed without refe- 
rence to another . 

I. Correctness -a conventional concept : It is customary 
to equate 'correctness' with observance of certain normative 
'rules 1 laid down by a venerated line of grammarians and preac- 
hed by succeeding generations of school masters . Many of these 

/ o o * 

'rules' prescribe obsolete and out dated forms. 'He is taller 
than Y is preferred to 'He is taller than me' on the basis of 
a rule in Latin. Double negatives and double superlatives 
are banned by these rules not because the standard current 
us.age has shed them but because these are 'illogical'! The adhe- 
rence to whom in many situations where who is the accepted 

form today is an outcome of a tacit preference for older forms. 

What is still more serious is that most of these prescriptive 
'rules' are based exclusively on the Standard variety of English 
regardless of usage in the other dialects. This tantamounts to 
considering usage in other dialects 'corrupt' and not merely 
different' -a position which runs countep^o the basic tenets 
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of linguistics. 1 1 is obvious, therefore, that the concept of corr- 
ectness' is illusory inasmuch as it is based on certain false and 
untenable premises. Language is by no means a matter of 
prescription or authority . Each socially or regionally differe- 
ntiated form of a language has its own stand ard of 'correct- 
ness' immanent in it . 

2. Acceptability—a broad-based notion: 'Acceptability' is 
a much more naive and broad-based term than 'grammatic- 
ality' in its non-dependence on any technical definitions or 
theoretical concepts of linguistics. John Lyons ( 1968: 402: 
10) describes an 'acceptable 1 utterance as "one than has been, 
or might be, produced by a native speaker in some approp- 
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Abstract 



This paper presents a multi —dimensional study in depth 
of the notions of 'Correctness' 'Gram mad calk/' and 'Accepta 
bility' vis-a-vis Error Analysis and Foreign Language Teaching, 
k seeks to demonstrate that 'Correctness* is based on certain 
false and untenable premises . 'Acceptability 1 of linguistic forms 
has been looked at and examined from various angles - 'levels* 



of usage, phonology grammar and semantics. Illustrations have 
been copiously drawn from learners ' English . By aiming at 
pin-pointing what constitutes 'error* in language use , the 
discussion in this paper is expected to immensely help any one 
engaged in the task of error analysis for pedagogical reasons ♦ 

( In this paper , the discussion relates only to "systematic 1 
or 'significant* errors, and inadvertant "lapses* or "slips 1 caused 
by a multiplicity of extra-linguistic factors like memory failure 
fatigue or carelessness have been ignored ,) 

What constitutes an 'error' in language use I How is it 
different from a l non~error' or what is l correct' or 'grammati- 
cal* or 'acceptable* ? No theory of error analysis and no one 
engaged in the task of error analysis can ignore these questions 
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